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MSPA Official Newsletter 
 Winter 2017 

 
Thanks to the efforts of our knowledgeable members this issue is again full of great 
articles and information about the pigeon hobby. If you have an idea for the newsletter or 
would like to contribute an article, please contact me at Pigeonprekker@hotmail.com 
I would welcome your input. 
 

The Electronic Newsletter Reminder! 
Due to the cost of postage and printing a high-quality newsletter, the MSPA Board of 
Directors has decided to make the quarterly newsletter available on the MSPA web site at 
http://www.minnesotastatepigeonassociation.com, under the Member Section tab. If you 
are a member that doesn’t have internet access, you can view the newsletter at your local 
library or request a mailed copy at: MSPA Newsletter, 21500 201st Street NW, Big 
Lake, MN 55309 or call (612)889-2945. Prior to the posting of every Newsletter, a 
postcard will be sent to each member alerting him/her to the availability of the new on-
line Newsletter. For the time being no password is necessary to view the “Membership 
Section” of the web site. An archive of past newsletters will also be available on the 
MSPA web site. The Newsletter can be downloaded or printed from the web site if the 
member desires a hard copy. If you have already notified me of your desire to receive 
the Newsletter via conventional mail, there is no need to notify me again, I will mail 
your copy! 
 
           IF YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CHANGES PLEASE NOTIFY US! 
 

.   Notice of MSPA Swaps and Upcoming Events 
 Submitted by - Tim Kvidera  

 
The MSPA is planning on hosting two spring swaps - March 4th and April 27th - further 
information should be elsewhere in this bulletin.  We are also planning on a summer 
picnic and lawn show with a theme of promoting 4H involvement in pigeons.  Timing of 
this has not been finalized.  The 2017 North Star Classic is set for November 11th.  It 
should be another great one.  Hope to see you there. 
 

 
 

mailto:Pigeonprekker@hotmail.com
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Officers’ Reports 
 

A Message from our President 
Submitted by - Bruce Rhode 

  
   I went to the Brown County Pigeon show today, February 4th, and it was great. The 
quality looked very good and the people seemed relaxed. It was fun to talk with other 
pigeon fanciers. 
   We will be having two swaps this spring and club meetings will be held at the swaps. 
For the summer lawn show and picnic this year, we are going to invite all 
Minnesota 4H pigeon breeders. 
   The club is working on a program to buy NPA bands to sell to club members for next 
year. This should help cut cost to club members. Hopefully I will have more info by our 
next meeting.  
   It is time to start getting ideas together for ads in the premium book. You can all help 
sell ads by talking to your feed suppliers and vets. We all do enough business with them 
and asking for a little support couldn’t hurt. 
   This is an election year. If you know someone you would like to see in an office, please 
nominate them. You might want to check with them first. 
 Finally, since the North Star I have had no reports of our show related illness, but I have 
heard of spotty illness around the nation. Let’s hope this illness is a passing thing yet all 
of us need to work to raise our birds as healthy as possible. 
                     
                       

1st Vice President's Message 
Submitted by - Tim Kvidera  

 
Hope that all of you have had your birds winter over well and I would guess most of you 
are planning the 2017 matings, if you have not already paired them up.  Here I have been 
set back some with a mink getting into a couple upstairs sections of my two story loft by 
prying open the door which covers the bobs in the side of the cupola on the roof.  
Devastating loss of 50 cock birds - all but one of my Pheasant Pigeons, all but 3 Flying 
Tipplers and all but 2 copper Show Tipplers (only because they were in a different 
portion of the loft) and a bunch of rare colored Homers, some of which were extremely 
rare.  Oh well, the feed bill is a little less.  The mink ended up with a severe case of blunt 
force trauma and left the loft along with three feed sacks full of bird carcasses.  
Fortunately our hobby has some great individuals who have offered to help me with extra 
cock birds from my family of birds in the different breeds.  Thanks guys. 
 
About the same time as this bulletin comes out, give or take, I will be mailing out the 
Awards Catalog, aka show report, for the 2016 North Star Classic.  Awaiting a results for 
one of the specialty clubs and should be going to press soon.  When preparing the mailing 
list for the Awards Catalog (MSPA members and North Star Classic exhibitors) I found 
that there are an awful lot of 2016 MSPA members who have not renewed their 
membership for 2017.  If you are one of those, I hope that you consider the MSPA an 
organization worthy of your membership support and will renew your dues. $5 for 
juniors, $10 for senior members and $15 for family memberships.   
Send to Patti Dietzel, 12355 134th Street, Cologne, MN  55322 
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PLEASE PAY YOUR 2017 MSPA DUES 

Well over half of the MSPA members from 2015 and 2016 have not paid their 2017 
membership dues. As Tim Kvidera pointed out in his report above, the dues are really 
inexpensive and support a great organization. We are an all volunteer organization and 
not one penny of your dues goes to anything that isn’t supporting the pigeon hobby. 
Please use the form on page 22 of the Newsletter and submit your 2017 dues today! 
Anyone that is not current when the Spring 2017 Newsletter is prepared in May will not 
receive one. You also will not receive the member rates at the spring swaps. Thanks a 
million in advance for renewing!  

 
 

MSPA Treasurer’s Report 
Executive Summary current through February 1, 2017 

Respectfully submitted by - Patti Dietzel, Treasurer 
Minnesota State Pigeon Association Treasurer’s Report Executive Summary from 
Nov.19 2016 through February 1, 2017  
 
Business Checking:  
Starting balance Nov. 19 2016: $4732.33  
Withdrawals: $2682.76  
Pending withdrawals: $291.12  
Deposits: $112.00  
Pending deposits: $40.00  
Ending balance as of February 1, 2017: $1910.45  
 
Business Market Rate Savings:  
Starting balance Nov. 19, 2016: $2000.71  
Deposits: $50.16  
Ending balance as of February 1, 2017: $2050.87  
 
Total: $3961.29  

 
MSPA Minutes from January Meeting 

Submitted by - Kathy Rhode, Secretary  
 
The meeting was an informal meeting.  
Pigeon health was discussed.  No reports of illness from the North Star. 
For 2018 the NPA is offering to work with affiliated clubs to offer discounted bands, 
more info to come. 
It was mentioned we will be buying additional 5 hole cooping.  If any club member 
would like to buy cooping at the same time, contact Bruce. 
 
Bruce mentioned we will need a new coop box soon, and would like a full inventory 
done.   We will also need to look for a new larger trailer and possibly sell the smaller 
trailer.  Paul motioned to spend up to, preferably less than, $2000 for another larger 
trailer. Kathy second, motion passed. 
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Club swaps dates are March 4 and April 29 both are to be meetings too. 
 
The summer lawn show is July 29, at the McLeod county fairgrounds pavilion.  
Suggested by Patti to formally invite as many 4-h kids to the lawn show to show their 
birds and talk with other pigeon raisers. 

Pigeon Health 

Submitted by -Harold Scott 
 
  Some people say that city water may be a problem for pigeons. I have used city water 
for years with no problem at all. I have never used apple cider vinegar in my bird’s water.  
I vaccinate my birds for PMV-1 and I worm them regularly. I treat for coccidiosis when 
necessary and give them vitamins every day. Every other day I give my birds a probiotic 
and fresh water and feed. I think if birds are clean, dry, are given medication when 
needed, and high quality vitamin supplement, they will do well. I am not saying that I 
have never lost a bird, I have, but if you take care of them just like your own health, they 
will do well.  This is what works for me!  
 

Pigeons May Predict Lead Contamination, Study Finds 

                                                                                 By SAMANTHA SCHMIDT July 18, 2016 

 
A new study found a link between elevated blood levels in pigeons and high rates in children. 

Credit Marcus Yam for the New York Times 
 
Amid reignited fears about lead poisoning nationwide, the key to identifying solutions 
could lie in the common city pigeon. 
A study published on Monday in the journal Chemosphere found that Manhattan 
neighborhoods that had many children with elevated blood lead levels also had pigeons 
with elevated lead. The research suggests that scientists may be able to use the birds to 
predict lead contamination in the environment. 
The principal author of the study, Rebecca Calisi, who was an assistant biology professor 
at Barnard College when the research was conducted, examined data on 825 pigeons 
from various neighborhoods from 2010 to 2015. Dr. Calisi found that elevated lead levels 
in pigeons from Greenwich Village and SoHo, for example, correlated positively with 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0045653516308864
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elevated lead levels in children in those neighborhoods, as identified by New York City’s 
health department. 
The link indicates that pigeons could be used to detect areas of pollution across the 
country, particularly in urban areas. 
“There’s a potential to be able to circumvent health problems in humans before they even 
begin,” said Dr. Calisi.  
The researchers drew on data compiled by the Wild Bird Fund, a New York City 
nonprofit that rehabilitates sick, injured or orphaned birds. 
Dr. Calisi recognized that pigeons would be ideal birds for making comparisons with 
human health, she said, because they live in proximity to people and eat much of the 
same food. And unlike many other birds, they tend to spend their entire lives within the 
same square mile. 
Whether the information from this study will be practically useful is up for discussion. 
Christopher R. Miller, press secretary for the health department, said it “seemed a stretch 
to equate feral pigeons with the proverbial canary in a coal mine” because the city 
already had a “robust” system for evaluating lead exposure. More than 80 percent of New 
York City children are tested before age 3, and in 2014, fewer than three out of 1,000 had 
elevated blood lead levels, the department said. 
But for Dr. Calisi, the findings present opportunities that extend well beyond New York 
— and even lead. Researchers in her lab in California intend to use pigeons to monitor 
other heavy metals, as well as pesticides and fire retardants, in urban areas worldwide. 
“We’re just getting started,” Dr. Calisi said. “This is kind of the beginning of what’s 
going to be a really big field of study.” 
Marc A. Edwards, a professor at Virginia Tech who served as a principal investigator of 
the lead crisis in Flint, Mich., said the study offered a new way to monitor children’s lead 
exposure. 
“This could be an unusual firsthand mapping of where are the problem areas where we 
should divert our resources,” he said, adding that the research provided “new insight into 
how pervasive these toxins are.” 
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From the “Who Knew??” Department 
 
On January 27, 2017, the website for Minnesota Public Radio (www.mpr.org) featured a 
blog by Andrea Swensson titled The life and times of Prince’s dove, Majesty.  It turns out 
that Minnesota’s own true musical genius Prince Rogers Nelson loved doves, and had 
even kept at least one pair of pet doves in an ornate white aviary at Paisley Park since the 
mid 1980s.  Who knew?? (We should have had him in the MSPA!)  Swensson’s blog 
went into considerable detail about the influence that Princes’ doves had on his music.  A 
dove was featured in at least one of his videos, and he even gave two of his doves album 
credits for their contribution to the song “Arboretum”, a truly lovely solo piano piece he 
included in the album One Nite Alone… Solo Piano and Voice by Prince, released in 
2002.  If you Google it, you can hear “Arboretum” on a YouTube video.  One of our 
MSPA classical music lovers reports that “… the Arboretum piece is especially nice.”  
However: Fair Warning!!  The One Nite Alone CD album is a very, very hot item among 
Prince aficionados, a true collectors’ item, with a going price of hundreds of dollars, even 
for used copies.  So – don’t inadvertently click yourself into bankruptcy.    
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NBRC 2016 National Finals Winners - Mark Ritter and Ma Lee 
 

 
 
 
Photo shows that Mark Ritter can smile!!! And NBRC Finals judge Ferrell Bussing can 
smile!!! And why not? He is flanked by Mark Ritter and Ma Lee, who both finished the 
day (10/25/16) in first place nationally in their categories. Mark and Ma live only about 
ten miles apart north of St. Paul, MN, both are from NBRC Region 4A and both are 
members of the Minnesota Flying Roller Group. Mark’s birds showed why he placed 1st 
nationally in the NBRC 20-bird category in 2014, then followed that last year with a 3rd 
place finish in the finals. The big question that day was whether we could get Ma Lee to 
smile. I thought we saw him give us a small one when his kit scored 563 points. It was an 
amazing display of 11 birds hitting the wall, as it were, time after time, in breaks of 8-11 
birds typically. They slowed a little in the third quarter but still came on very strong right 
up to the end of their 20 minutes.  Photo by D.D. Kowalski (MFRG Secretary). 
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FRILLS 

Submitted by – Mike McLin 
 
   The past couple years I have been asked about the colors of blondinettes and how to 
judge them compared to the satinettes. Really, when you look at it they are pretty similar 
and we don't need to get too technical on the colors.  many times it comes down to 
deciding a class winner by a number of other points before we get to the quality of color. 
 Some blue lace blondinettes have rather brownish blue heads but the chest and tail are 
nice blue.  If all else is equal you would chose a bird that has the blue head, neck and 
chest over a bird with a brownish blue head but as far as I have seen and usually lower 
numbers in color classes of blonds it rarely comes down to that. 
 
    Both sats and blonds come in laced-laced tail, laced spot tail, and white barred spot 
tail. So we basically have 6 patterns between the satinettes and blondinettes. 
Satinettes are all going to have white bodies, colored wing shields and tail. Blondinettes 
are full colored throughout head to toe. 
    
   As a judge you should look at the colors we have in blondinettes so you know what you 
are going to be possibly looking at in the show.  As far as not knowing your colors to a 
"T" judging, that is something to work on but not a deal breaker.  The birds should be 
classed before you touch them and just as the marking on a satinette wing, barred, or 
laced should be clear and well marked , so should the blondinette. 
 
   The actual points for good color are very small percentage of what makes up the 
standard. The bird still has to station, have a good body, not have mis markings such as 
dark feathers in a satinette or white feathers in a blondinette . Depending on how much 
light or dark feathers are present  will determine how many points are knocked off for 
such a fault. It is not a disqualification to have a few foul feathers , it is a points 
reduction. 
    
If you have two birds very close and one blondinette has white feet, we should not place 
this bird ahead of a bird that is cleanly marked.  The same could be said if a satinette 
class had two very close birds and one had two or three dark feathers on its feet. It is very 
distracting and takes a lot away from the overall impression of the bird. If either was 
exceptionally better overall would be a case you may place a bird with a white patch or 
white feet ahead of a clean marked bird but there would have to be a clear, and superior 
points difference in structure, stance, etc. 
 
    You should know good lacing versus poor lacing in both sats and blonds. If you know 
good lacing on sats, then you know good lacing on blonds. On both we still want clean 
well defined lace and clean nice spots on the tails or nice clean bars on the barred birds. 
The color will vary in shades in both sats and blonds and we are not so critical on what 
shade of brown or blue as we are concerned with the major points parts on the bird.  The 
exact color or shade a bird  would only come down to a showdown if the birds were 
virtually identical otherwise. The biggest problem we have is the breeder getting the bird 
entered in the proper color class on the entry form. We have a good number system 
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which if you look at it and still have a question, please ask some one rather than throwing 
a guess at it and then try to get it corrected at the show. 
Lastly we have a color guide book that was produced and shows all the colors we have in 
the Classic frills. Keep in mind we are working on new colors that were not developed at 
the time the book was made but in fore sight we made the booklet so we could easily and 
cheaply update it when progress was made and a few birds were out there in a new color 
and could be shown. 
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Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler 

MSPA Newsletter Winter 2017 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
To check your answer, go to Page 17 
 

 

A. Almond WF 
Pearl Eyes 

Cock 

B. Blue Bar Grizzle 
Pearl Eyes 

Hen 

X. Blue T-Check WF 
Pearl Eyes 

Cock 

C. Almond Self 
  Orange Eyes 

Cock 

D. Almond Self 
Pearl Eyes 

Hen 

Y. Blue Check Self 
Orange Eyes 

Hen 

Z. Almond WF 
Orange Eyes 

Hen 

From among the three individuals X, Y, and Z depicted in the pedigree above one or more is 
a genetic impossibility in the sense that it cannot be the offspring of the specific parents 
indicated in the pedigree.  Therefore, the pedigree cannot be valid.  
To solve the puzzle, you need to answer two questions:  
1.  Which one or more among X, Y, and Z is the genetic impossibility?   
2.  Why is that one or more genetically impossible? 
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Ultra Bleach -- DEBUNKED 
 

Submitted by -Tim Kvidera 
 
 
For decades many in the pigeon fancy have been putting sodium hypochlorite (the active 
chemical in Clorox, Hilex, etc.) in the drinking water to minimize any transfer of disease 
causing organisms between birds at the fountains.  During the past few years many of the 
manufacturers of household bleaches have changed from traditional concentrations of 
hypochlorite of around 5.25% to what they are calling "Ultra" versions which are around 
6.5%.  At that time at least one manufacturer included sodium hydroxide to its 
ingredients list on the label. 
 
This unleashed a firestorm of alarmist articles flying around on the Internet and even in 
some of the popular pigeon press.  “Now the bleach companies are taking our 
traditionally accepted a safe bleach and putting POISON in it !!!.” is the theme of day.   
 
Sodium hydroxide is a strong base, very reactive and toxic.  There is sodium hydroxide in 
Ultra bleach formulas.  That much is fact.  But it is amazing how some will take a couple 
pieces of true information out of context and draw irrational conclusions.  Even a well 
known avian veterinarian got pulled into the fray.  When asked if it would be bad to put 
sodium hydroxide in drinking water, he said it would not be a good idea. 
 
And now, for the rest of the story…. 
(my apologies to Paul Harvey) 
 
There has been sodium hydroxide in household bleach all along.  These sodium 
hypochlorite bleaches are produced by the chemical reaction of sodium hydroxide and 
chlorine in water.  The process has been essentially the same since a French chemist, 
Berthollet, discovered it in 1787.  The resultant pH must be kept basic, by means of 
excess sodium hydroxide, to stabilize the product (keeps the bleach from decomposing).  
So if you have been using bleach in your bird’s drinking water you already have been 
giving them sodium hydroxide. 
 
The thrust of the Ultra move was to deliver a similar amount of bleach per bottle while 
lowering the packaging, warehousing and transportation costs by eliminating some of the 
water.  If you use three quarters of a teaspoon of Ultra per gallon you end up with the 
same thing as using a teaspoon of the old concentration of the same product.  Yes, there 
will be a small amount of sodium hydroxide in the Ultra blend, but there will be a similar 
amount of sodium hydroxide in the gallon made from the old formula bleach too. 
 
I have been using the Ultra formula bleach in my bird’s drinking water for over three 
years now and have yet to see any negative effects, while maintaining the benefits of 
bleached water.  Do not fear that you have lost your traditional sanitizer just because all 
you can find is Ultra Formula on the grocers’ shelves.  Just cut back a little on how much 
you use and the Ultra will serve you well. 
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Five Points About Inbreeding 
Submitted by - G. B. Peterson 

 
Inbreeding is 

• not a vice. 
• not a virtue.  
• not a creative process. 
• not a destructive process. 
• a selective breeding technique. 
 

• Inbreeding is not a vice. 
We are all aware of the apparently universal cultural taboo against inbreeding in human 
societies.  A man cannot marry his sister or his daughter or, in many states, even his first-
cousin.  It’s simply not allowed.  Incest is against the law, and carries criminal penalties. 
Other longstanding social mores have taught us to regard the very notion of inbreeding 
among humans as immoral and unthinkably abhorrent. 
Although the debate continues among moral philosophers, the general consensus has 
always been that these particular rules do not apply to the world of animal breeding, 
including our hobby of pigeon breeding.  Nevertheless, the repugnance of inbreeding in 
humans often also colors our feelings about it in animals. There are, to be sure, good 
reasons to be cautiously concerned about inbreeding in animals, but the morality of it is 
not one of them.  In pigeons, it is not immoral for a father to mate with his daughter, a 
mother with her son, a brother with his sister, cousins with one another, etc.  Nor is it 
immoral for a pigeon fancier to arrange such couplings.  The inbreeding of pigeons is not 
a moral issue from any perspective. 

• Inbreeding is not a virtue.  
Many of the most successful pigeon fanciers of yesterday and today did and do a lot of 
inbreeding.  In fact, none of the many distinctive purebred breeds of pigeons we know 
today would exist if it weren’t for inbreeding, at least during the earliest stages of their 
development.  Beyond that, many famous strains, families, or bloodlines within a given 
purebred breed trace back through the generations to one or two foundation pairs, or 
maybe to one cock and two hens, etc.  In situations like that, inbreeding inevitably played 
a major role.  But this does not mean that there is something great and wonderful about 
inbreeding per se, and that we should therefore all hop on the inbreeding bandwagon and 
make nothing but inbred matings.  Inbreeding is not, in and of itself, some kind of 
miracle method or great elixir that changes biological lead into gold.  It is not a 
contemptible vice, but neither is it a special virtue. 
• Inbreeding is not a creative process. 
Inbreeding does not create anything new; it does not give rise to any new genes or 
combinations of genes that are not already present and possible in the larger parent 
population.  Any special, sought-after genetic combination could also come about, in 
principle, via the random mating of unrelated birds that happen to be carrying the 
relevant genes.  In the preceding sentence, the emphasis in the phrase “… could also 
come about” should be put on the word “could”.  A random mating could produce the 
winning combination, but, frankly, it’s usually a long shot, especially if the alleles 
involved are at a low frequency in the general population. What inbreeding does is to 
pretty much guarantee that the sought-after combinations will come about, maybe not in 
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each and every nest, but in some.  If a valued phenotypic trait depends upon particular 
alleles of one or more genes occurring in the double-dose or homozygous configuration, 
then mating one bird that has that trait with one of its close relatives (parent, sib, 
offspring, cousin, etc.) will greatly increase the likelihood that that homozygous 
combination will occur in their offspring relative to the likelihood that it would result 
from a random mating.  Breeding is always a roll of the dice, but you can sometimes load 
the dice in your favor by inbreeding. 

• Inbreeding is not a destructive process.  
This point may strike you as flying in the face of everything you’ve ever read or heard 
about inbreeding because what one mostly reads or hears about inbreeding is that it’s bad.  
For example, inbreeding is usually charged with retarding growth, decreasing size, and 
reducing overall vigor, fertility, and productivity, among other things.  And, indeed, 
things like that do often follow in the wake of a program of inbreeding.  This is because 
the breeding populations of virtually all creatures harbor recessive alleles for undesirable 
traits, and these alleles are more likely to come together in homozygous or double-dose 
format in an inbreeding program than in a random breeding program.  It is important to 
understand, however, that the mating of close relatives does NOT, in and of itself, 
directly cause these recessive trait problems; it is the deleterious recessive genes that 
directly cause them.  Blame the genes, not the inbreeding. The potential for problems like 
this exists in a population before any inbreeding occurs.  It is lurking out there in the 
genotypes of many if not most of the individuals making up the population.  Deleterious 
recessive genes can come together (and do) in the offspring of unrelated parents.  It’s just 
that such “coming together” is more likely to happen with inbreeding.  Inbreeding 
increases the likelihood of homozygous states of any and all genes, dominant or 
recessive, “good” or “bad”.  Most “bad” genes are recessive because, if you think about 
it, they can hole up for generations in the larger breeding population in “heterozygous 
hideouts”, whereas a “bad” dominant gene cannot get away with that because it 
immediately gets caught out in the phenotype whether homozygous or heterozygous and 
gets culled by Mother Nature the first time it appears.  It is for this reason that inbreeding 
gets a bad rap in biology textbooks and magazine articles.  But, again, we must remember 
that it is not the inbreeding per se that is causing the problems. The deleterious recessives 
at large in the breeding stock are the real culprits, not the inbreeding. 

“But if that’s so,” you are no doubt thinking, “then, most fundamentally, the key to 
avoiding problems is not to avoid inbreeding, necessarily, but to avoid breeding from 
individuals who carry deleterious recessive genes.”  Bravo! Good thinking!  That is 
absolutely correct! Whether inbreeding or outbreeding, try not to use individuals that are 
carrying deleterious recessive genes. 

The problem, of course, is that deleterious recessive genes cannot be seen directly.  And 
as noted above, they can hide forever in a family of pigeons under the cover of their A-
OK dominant allele counterparts. The only time the effects of deleterious recessive genes 
are clearly evident is when they occur in homozygous form.  Thus, the only practical way 
to hunt them down and flush them out is to get them to join up with one another in the 
homozygous state.  Ironically, the quickest way to do that is by inbreeding.  When an 
inbred mating produces a defective youngster, you automatically know that both of its 
parents are carriers of the relevant deleterious recessive gene, and you can discontinue 
breeding from those two individuals.  Conversely, if a corresponding inbred mating never 
gives you a defective youngster, you can probably safely infer that at least one of those 
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parents, and perhaps both, is clear of the deleterious gene in question.  Moreover, further 
testing with known carriers can help you determine which one (or both) is the non-
carrier.  Thus, far from being a destructive process, inbreeding can actually be a 
constructive process in that it allows you to identify which birds in your family are 
carriers of undesirable recessives and to eliminate them from your breeding line-up.  This 
may have been what Joe Quinn had in mind when he wrote: 

       “Strangely, the cure for the problems of inbreeding is more intensive inbreeding.”   
   Joe Quinn (Flight Feathers & Powder Down, 1992, p. 140) 

• Inbreeding is a selective breeding technique.  
Serious pigeon breeders exercise total control over the breeding of their pigeons.  They 
decide which ones may breed and which ones may not breed, and they also decide with 
whom each chosen breeder may mate.  This is what we mean by selective breeding.  But 
beyond this basic definition, every fancier has his own ideas about how to go about it.  
Some stress the value of outbreeding or outcrossing, others are true believers in the 
power of linebreeding and inbreeding, and still others use all of these methods in pursuit 
of their long-term breeding program goals.  As suggested above, when carefully and 
systematically applied, inbreeding can be used as a way of trying to filter out and 
eliminate undesirable recessive genes from one’s family of pigeons.  In a parallel fashion, 
it can also be used to fix in place desirable recessive traits.  Just as all Poodles are dogs 
but not all dogs are Poodles, all deleterious genes may be recessive but not all recessive 
genes are deleterious.  In the best-case scenario, inbreeding can be used to perfect the 
qualities of a bloodline, including its overall hardiness, health, and vigor. 

The most extensive studies of multi-generational inbreeding of animals were done almost 
100 years ago under the auspices of the US Department of Agriculture.  This work 
documented the loss of fitness that often results from inbreeding and that appears to have 
become the primary message of most modern biology texts.  However, that same work 
also acknowledged the impressive positive results that a multi-generational program of 
inbreeding can yield when that inbreeding is accompanied by strong, strict, consistent, 
and intelligent selection.  For example, consider the following statement: 

Finally, the success which some livestock breeders have had with close inbreeding and 
which Darwin obtained in at least one case with his morning glories indicates that 
inbred lines are produced occasionally which are thoroughly satisfactory from the 
standpoint of vigor.   This point has been demonstrated most conclusively in the 
extensive experiments of the Wistar Institute conducted by Dr. Helen D. King (1918).  
In this experiment a strain of rats (two lines since the seventh generation) has been 
inbred, brother with sister, for 22 generations. Not only has full vigor been maintained 
but the inbreds have actually come to surpass the random-bred stock of the Wistar 
Institute in size and fertility.  This result she attributes to careful selection.  The strain 
of albino rats used was doubtless also rather homogeneous to begin with.  The fact 
remains that long-continued, intensive inbreeding is not incompatible with a high 
degree of vigor. 

 Sewall Wright (1922).  The effects of inbreeding and crossbreeding on 
guinea pigs.   

 III. Crosses between highly inbred families.  United States Department of 
Agriculture Bulletin No. 1121.  Washington, DC: Government Printing 
Office, p. 38. 
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Sewall Wright (1889-1988) remains the world’s leading authority on the biology of 
inbreeding.  (In fact, he himself was inbred; his parents were first cousins!)  A couple of 
his lines from the excerpt above bear repeating:  

A. The fact remains that long-continued, intensive inbreeding is not incompatible with 
a high degree of vigor.  

B. This result she attributes to careful selection.  (Bold-type emphasis added by GBP) 

Inbreeding combined with careful selection is a valuable technique, one of the many 
tools, one might say, in the toolbox of the serious pigeon breeder.  Patience, persistence, 
and perspicacity are also required.  Some inbreeding ventures will be great successes, 
others pitiful failures.  If you get the latter first, do not condemn the whole idea.  If you 
get the former first, thank your lucky stars.  In general, keep things in a full, holistic, and 
clear-headed perspective.   

 

                                             
 

Shipping Boxes 
Submitted by - Mike McLin 

 
This year I had several people send shipping boxes for 2 to 4 birds and send me 8 bird 
boxes in some cases. 
I thought I would show the club members how to fit 4 birds comfortably in what they 
designate a 2 bird box. 
When they say 2 bird. They go off from the largest birds.  You can put 4 little classics in 
a 2 bird box.  I use dividers which take only a minute to make and I can use a cheaper to 
purchase, and less costly to ship box, and the birds are comfortable and separated as well. 
When I ship I take fresh water to the birds and put in a scoop of fresh grains so that they 
all get excited to eat and drink. I try to time it so they have an hour to eat or drink before I 
box them up and head for the post office. That way I know they are full and can make a 2 
day trip without a problem. 
Our post office went from 2 trucks a day down to one.   2pm cut off time so I try and 
have the birds there at 1 so I don't end up in a long line and miss the truck. 
I use wood shavings in the bottom of the shipping box to keep them clean for the trip. 
Some people put a piece of apple or other food in the bottom which I sometimes do if I 
think there is any risk of a 3 day trip. I don't know if the birds would actually pick at that 
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if they got thirsty or not but I have heard other do this as well so I don't think it would 
hurt for a precaution.  There is another brand of box I like a little better but it costs more 
and I get the same amount of birds in it. 
When I quote a shipping price and then end up with an 8 bird box, that just killed the 
quote on shipping so I thought I would give a short tip on how I do it with the Classic 
frills 
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Answer to the Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler – 
 
1.  Which one or more among X, Y, and Z is the genetic impossibility?  
 The answer is:  Pigeon Z. 
2.  Why is that one or more genetically impossible? 
This is the first Pedigree Puzzler in which Almond has appeared, so that should have 
been something of a tip off to those of you who have been following this Pedigree 
Puzzler series.  Almond is a very eye-catching, exotic color. Historically, the classic 
Almond coloration has been associated with the English Short-Faced Tumbler, but thanks 
to the skillful efforts of a number of dedicated breeders, we find it nowadays in 
everything from Racing Homers to Indian Fantails.  These breeders are to be commended 
because producing a show-worthy classic Almond colored pigeon is a very tricky 
business.  In addition to the critical Almond gene, the classic Almond phenotype depends 
upon a number of other genes being present in just the right combinations.  For the 
purpose of unpacking this Puzzler, however, we will confine our discussion to the main 
Almond gene and leave consideration of the other genetic subtleties for another time. 
The symbol for the Almond allele is St; it is dominant to its wild type counterpart (+).  
The Almond factor is sex-linked, just like the standard brown/blue/ash red color gene, but 
it is at a totally different locus from the standard base color locus.  In some sense, the St 
Almond gene “covers up” whatever base color the pigeon may be carrying.  Thus, an 
Almond colored pigeon may be brown, blue, or ash red “underneath”.  Because Almond 
is sex-linked, cocks carry two possibilities for it whereas hens carry only one.  So, if a 
hen is an Almond phenotypically, then we know she must be hemizygous Almond (St/) 
in her genotype.  On the other hand, if a cock is Almond in his phenotype, it may be 
because he is either homozygous (St//St) or heterozygous (St//+) in his genotype.  
Because the double-dose cocks (St//St) often have an undesirable eye problem, most 
breeders of Almonds prefer single-dose cocks (St//+).  Here’s a free clue to solving this 
particular Pedigree Puzzler: cocks A and C are single-dose Almonds.  
Let’s cut to the chase:  The reason Pigeon Z is the genetic impossibility is because 
Almond is dominant and, therefore, “it takes an Almond (at least one) to produce an 
Almond”.  Z is an Almond, but neither of her “alleged” parents is an Almond.  Assuming 
the hen Y is Z’s actual dam, X cannot be her sire.  Her true sire must be some Almond 
cock in the same loft. 
Someone might say, “But, for crying out loud, look at all those Almonds in Z’s pedigree!  
Three out of four of her grandparents were Almonds, for goodness sakes.  Doesn’t it 
stand to reason that she inherited her color from them??” 
Nope; that does not stand to reason. The fact that three of her four grandparents were 
Almonds is irrelevant.  Neither of the “parents of record” was an Almond, therefore she 
should not be an Almond.  But the fact remains that she IS an Almond, and that is what 
tells us that the pedigree must be wrong.  (Maybe one of those grandfathers of record, A 
or C, is still in the breeding loft and is her true daddy.) 
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What to Do When You’re Gone 
Submitted by – Tim Kvidera 

 
The keeping of pigeons, and other livestock, requires the owners to provide for the needs 
of their charges.  This keeps most of us pretty close to home much of the year having to 
tend to the daily chores of feeding and watering the birds.  Maybe you can feed them a 
little extra to tide them over a day to skip out of town for a show.  Or if you are lucky you 
have a trusted friend, relative or spouse who can care for them while you are temporarily 
away.  But what do you do if you do not choose to impose on those, are unable to find a 
neighbor’s kid to hire, or the like. 
 
I have a willing, attentive spouse who did care for our birds while I was traveling for 
business or to shows.  But unfortunately she developed an allergy to the feather dust 
which is not successfully handled by dust masks.  So I needed to develop a method of 
caring for my birds during these few day absences without triggering the allergy. 
 
Cafeteria style feeders have been successfully used by many.  But my challenges were 
two-fold.  There are suspended grated floors in my flying bird sections of the loft and I 
did not want generation of huge accumulation of grain tossed out of the feeders.  And due 
to my many genetic projects there are dozens of pairs in individual breeding cages in 
addition to the nine community loft sections. 
 

Community Loft Solution 
 
I had been using a Plexiglas sided feeder in one of my larger cages which typically 
houses droppers.  After adding a suspended wire floor in that cage the amount of feed 
was monitored that was thrown out of the feeder and fell beneath the wire.  It was 
considerably less than gets tossed out of my open sided feeders.  With some thought a 
design to incorporate a cafeteria style hopper inside of the Plexiglas feeder was 
developed. 
 
The typical Plexiglas sided feeders that are on the market which allow for eating out of 
both sides of the feeder are not wide enough to accept a beveled cafeteria hopper inside 
and still allow enough room for birds to get their head and neck inside the hole to feed 
comfortably.  So a 1 x 8 frame was chosen which could accept a hopper with 1 x 6 ends 
and the hinged lid made from a plank of 1 x 10. 
 
The length of the feeder can be anything that fits the area you have for the feeder and 
considering the number of birds it must accommodate.  Mine were made four feet long to 
accommodate 24 feeding birds, as typically they would be used putting in only enough 
feed for the birds to readily eat and I wanted all the birds easy access, rather than 
continuously use the cafeteria feature and require birds to alternate which group was 
eating when. 
 
Making the box:  The Plexiglas sides are made of 1/8” clear material cut into two 5 ¼ 
inch strips the length of the desired feeder.  Cut 2” diameter holes on 4” centers the 
length of the Plexiglas strip.  Groove a six foot 1 x 8 on both edges of the same side of 
the board to accept the Plexiglas.  The bottom of the feeder is sized from the grooved 1 x 
8 to the length Plexiglas less twice the depth of the grooves.  The two ends of the feeder, 
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also from the original grooved 1 x 8, are cut to 9 inches long.  Cut two pieces of a 1 x 4 to 
the same length as the base and groove them on one edge to the same position from the 
outer face as had been used for the 1 x 8 grooves from its edges.  Assemble the two ends 
to the base with screws or nails assuring that the vertical grooves of the ends are aligned 
with horizontal grooves of the base.  Slide the Plexiglas panels into the grooves.  Slide 
the grooved 1 x 4’s over the top edge of the Plexiglas and secure them in place through 
the ends with screws or nails.  Centered down the middle of the inside of the base, add a 
feed deflector made by ripping a piece of 1” stock at a 45 degree angle into an isosceles 
triangular bar the length of the inside of the feeder.  Cut the lid for the feeder from a 1 x 
10 long enough to overhang the ends of the feeder by a couple inches or so.  Place the 
feeder upside down onto the lid and loosely frame it with square strips of ripped 1” 
material mounted to what will be the bottom side of the lid.  Attach the lid to the feeder 
with two or three 2” hinges.  Add a couple trapezoidal cut pieces of 2 x 4 to the outside of 
the base to elevate the feeder from the floor and the external part of the feeder is 
complete. 
 
Making the cafeteria hopper:  The feed hopper for the cafeteria feeder is made to be 
adjustable and removable.  This allows one to fine tune it to handle whatever size feed or 
pellet mixture is used and facilitate cleaning. 
 
The ends of the hopper are 1 x 6 stock cut to 7 inches.  The chute of the hopper is made 
of 1/8” hardboard with the glossy side towards the feed.  Grove the ends accept two strips 
of the hardboard in an open bottomed “V” with a one inch gap between the bottoms of 
the two hardboard sides and the upper ends of the “V” coming out to the full width of the 
1 x 6.  Rip strips of the hardboard 7 ½” wide the length needed to result in the assembled 
hopper fitting well into the inside of the feeder box.  Attach the grooved ends to the 
hardboard strips with screws or nails assuring the shiny sides of the two pieces of 
hardboard are facing each other.  Cut from 1 x 6 stock keystone shaped pieces matching 
the slopes of the inside of the hopper at the grooved ends.  Install these in the trough of 
the hopper every 12 to 16 inches to keep the hardboard from flexing too much.  You want 
to maintain a consistent discharge slot width the length of the hopper.  This may require 
more such supports, depending on the curvature of the hardboard.  These keystone 
supports are cut shorter than the height of the hopper to enhance the even discharge from 
the cafeteria hopper.  But if one wanted to put different rations in each section of the 
hopper and minimize intermixture of adjacent sections, extending the supports all the 
way to the discharge slot would be in order.  Add adjustable feet to the bottom of both 
ends of the hopper by partially screwing in two 1 5/8” screws in each end.  Leave an 
equal amount, approximately 3/4”, of all four screws protruding. 
 
Tuning the cafeteria discharge rate:  Open the lid of the feeder box and install the 
cafeteria hopper with the discharge slot and screw legs down.  Assure that the slot is 
centered over the triangular feed deflector in the center of the base of the feeder box.  
Pour a scoop of feed into the hopper, bunching it in an isolated spot rather than spreading 
it out.  Observe how the feed is metered out to the eating area of the feeder box.  You 
want feed to freely flow from the hopper to the box, but want it to stop flowing fairly 
easily as a small amount of feed builds up just past the feed deflector.  You do not want it 
to allow excess feed in the eating area, but slowly replenish the feed removed from the 
dispensed area as it is taken away (in this case by swipe of your finger, but in actual use 
by the birds eating).  If the feed discharges too freely, shorten the length of the screw 
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legs.  If the feed comes too slowly, or pieces hang up in between the slot and the feed 
deflector, lengthen the screw legs by turning the screws out.  Once you have the hopper 
discharging the feed properly in this dry run monitor the feeder a few days during actual 
use by the birds and make adjustments as needed.  Remember that different mixtures of 
feed or size of pellets may require readjusting the discharge rate of the hopper to assure 
proper function. 
 
Depending on the length of the feeder and the number of birds it must accommodate, this 
cafeteria style feeder is able to hold up to a week or more worth of feed and discharge it 
on an as needed basis. 
 
But what about water?  There are many commercially available waterers, in assorted 
sizes, that can be purchased economically to handle the task if one so wishes.   
 
I prefer to change the water daily, twice a day during breeding season, and use 5 gallon 
pails with holes cut in the sides near the base which result in them holding about a gallon.  
Depending on weather and stages of the breeding cycle a gallon usually easily suffices 
for each of my loft sections per day and could be stretched to two days worth of supply.  
If a longer period must be covered this one gallon capacity can be doubled easily by 
filling a gallon milk jug with water and inverting the un-capped jug quickly and placing it 
inside of the water filled 5 gallon waterer.  As the water level in the main part of the pail 
is lowered beneath the opening of the inverted gallon jug water will gurgle out of the 
gallon jug replenishing the main reservoir just like a chick waterer.  
 
This works fine when temperatures are above freezing.  If you need extended coverage 
during winter months commercially available heated waterer products may be the way to 
go. 

Individual Breeding Pen Solution 
 
A very inexpensive individual cafeteria feeder can be fashioned from what you throw out 
in the trash.  All one needs is two tin cans, one slightly larger than the other. 
 
Find two cans, one of which fairly snuggly slips into the other.  The larger one becomes 
the feeder and the smaller one the removable cafeteria hopper.  From the open end of the 
larger can make two parallel cuts about an inch apart from each other and extending 
towards the closed end of the can to about 1 ½” from the base.  Fold this strip back onto 
itself to make the clip for attaching the feeder to a horizontal wire of the breeding cage 
and cut off the excess.  With a pliers fold the exposed edges of the can adjacent to the clip 
strip back onto the can diagonally and crimp flat.  Using a can opener remove the second 
end of the smaller can, resulting in an open ended cylinder.  Press the cylinder diagonally 
onto a small diameter, rounded, hard object (broom handle, etc.) so as to bend one end of 
the cylinder into a tight kidney bean or  horse shoe shape that gradually widens to a 
circular, or slightly oval opposite end.  Place this feed hopper inside the larger can 
orientating it so that the cavity created by bending the smaller can is toward the clip of 
the larger can.  You now have a cafeteria feeder for an individual breeding cage capable 
of holding a few days supply of feed. 
 
A waterer can be fashioned from the above fabricated larger can by inserting an inverted 
small water, or soda, plastic bottle into it.  Find an appropriate sized plastic bottle.  Drill a 
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quarter inch hole into the neck of the bottle at the distance from the top of the neck that 
you wish to maintain the water level in the waterer.  Fill the bottle with water.  Quickly 
invert the bottle and place inside the can and you are in business.  You may want to have 
the cap on the bottle to minimize the loss of water and potential mess when inverting and 
inserting the filled bottle into the can. 
 
Another hint to share – when I was involved in the can industry an wise man once shared 
these few words of wisdom with me.  “There are two types of people who work with 
tinplate - those who have been cut by it, and those who will be cut by it.”  Be careful 
when using the tin snips and bending the cut cans. 
 

Summary 
 
The above has worked well for handling the chores of feeding and watering birds which 
can have constant exposure to feed for a few days while I have been absent.  It does not 
address the needs of controlled feeding of precise diets at specific times when 
conditioning and training competition kits of Flying Tipplers.  For that I only have day 
dreams of a repeating, limited dosage discharge of specific rations on a timer 
simultaneously feeding multiple kit boxes after sunset working in synchronization with 
automatic interior loft lighting.  Until that ever comes to fruition I have to either rely on 
Lynn quickly feeding the kit pre-measured amounts of the feeds labeled as to which day 
they should be given, or forgo competitive flying until I have a few weeks in a row when 
I can handle the tasks personally. 
 
 

 
Photo #1: 

Plexiglas sided cafeteria style feeder with open hinged lid.  Birds having to insert head 
and neck into feeder to eat minimizes the amount of feed kicked out of feeder and onto 
the floor. 
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Photo #2: 

Plexiglas sided cafeteria style feeder showing the removable cafeteria hopper.  
Removable hopper aids in the ability to clean feeder.   Screw legs on ends allow for fine 
tuning the discharge rate from the hopper. 
 

 
Photo #3: 

Inexpensive, simple cafeteria style feeders for individual breeding cages can be easily 
made from two slightly different sized empty tin cans. 
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Minnesota State Pigeon Association 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

 
Date: ____/_____/______          New (   )     Renewal (  ) 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
  
Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip Code: _______________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: (____) _____-_________ Cell Number: (____) _____-_________ 
 
E-mail Address: ____________________________________ 
 
Bulletin Option:  (   ) Read on MSPA web site,  (   ) E-mail,  (   ) Postal Delivery 
  
Membership Options and Dues:   
 
Individual (  ) $10.00  
 
Family       (  ) $15.00 
 
Junior       (  )   $5.00 
 
Please note: The membership year is January 1st to December 31st. Any new memberships received after 
November 1st will be applied to the following year unles specific instructions are provided to apply the dues to the 
current year. 

 
Mail to: 

Patti Dietzel 
MSPA Treasurer 
12355 134th Street 

Cologne, MN 
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