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MSPA Official Newsletter 
 Summer 2018 

 
   Thanks to the efforts of our knowledgeable members this issue is again full of great articles and information 
about the pigeon hobby. If you have an idea for the newsletter or would like to contribute an article, please 
contact me at Pigeonprekker@hotmail.com 
I would welcome your input. 
 

The Electronic Newsletter Reminder! 
   Due to the cost of postage and printing a high-quality newsletter, the MSPA Board of Directors has decided to 
make the quarterly newsletter available on the MSPA web site at 
http://www.minnesotastatepigeonassociation.com, under the Member Section tab. If you are a member that 
doesn’t have internet access, you can view the newsletter at your local library or request a mailed copy at: 
MSPA Newsletter, 21500 201st Street NW, Big Lake, MN 55309 or call (612)889-2945. For the time being 
no password is necessary to view the “Membership Section” of the web site. An archive of past newsletters will 
also be available on the MSPA web site. The Newsletter can be downloaded or printed from the web site if the 
member desires a hard copy. If you have already notified me of your desire to receive the Newsletter via 
conventional mail, there is no need to notify me again, I will mail your copy! 
 
           IF YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CHANGES PLEASE NOTIFY US! 
 

.   Notice of MSPA Swap and Upcoming Events 
                                                                                       

 
  The next MSPA swap is September 29th at the McLeod County Fair Grounds in Hutchinson, MN. Further 
information is available else where in this bulletin.   
The 2018 North Star Classic is set for Saturday, November 10th.  It should be another great one.  Hope to 
see you there. The MSPA is planning to bring pigeons back to the Minnesota State Fair. Please watch for the 
details in this newsletter. 
 

 
Officers’ Reports 

 
1st Vice President's Message 

Submitted by - Tim Kvidera  

mailto:Pigeonprekker@hotmail.com
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Where has the summer gone? County fairs are in full swing and the state fair is upon us. Birds are falling apart 
(feathers flying around everywhere in the loft) and many have split the breeders up for the year. Keep in mind 
we have our MSPA fall swap happening September 29th. Bring your excess, or come looking for that needed 
addition.  

The MSPA picnic and lawn show was a great success. Nice to see the executive board way outnumbered by the 
attendees. I think the head count was 28. Weather was fantastic, facility was top shelf, plenty of food. More 
birds entered than we had cages for, so classes had to be done in flights for Utility, Fancy and Flying. Thanks all 
who made it happen.  

I used the picnic as my personal deadline for finishing the four new show cage storage carts and brought them 
out to Hutchinson. After the picnic we got them stored in one of our club trailers to be used come the North Star 
Classic. The project gave me a whole new appreciation for the work Rick Opatrny did in designing and making 
the original group. The new carts are color coded to match the old ones -- one for large four hole sections, two 
for small four hole sections and one for the five hole sections.  

Time to start thinking about the upcoming MSPA North Star Classic. If you have not already committed for, 
and sent in, an ad for the premium book, please do so. The deadline is fast approaching. Full page ads are $35, 
half page $20. Contact Kathy Rhode. It is also not too soon to be working the birds you plan on showing, 
making sure that they will be in prime feather by show time.  

Minutes of Meeting at the Summer Pot Luck and Lawn Show 
                                                                                            Recorded by Kathryne Rhode 
July 21, 2018   Call to order 
  
Presidents Report 
                There are 2 events still to come this year for the club.  The swap next will be held on September 29, 
2018, at the McLeod County Fairgrounds. This will most likely be held in the archery/rabbit building on the 
fairgrounds.  Please make sure you are promoting the swap in your area!  If you need flyers please let a board 
member know. The second event is the North Star Classic on November 10, 2018, at the McLeod County 
Fairgrounds 
    This year there will be 3 brand new specialty clubs showing at the North Star Classic. 
 
1st Vice Presidents Report - Coop Carts are made. 
 
Treasurers Report - Read and approved. 
 
North Star Classic- The MSPA will be supporting the German Beauty Homers and Show Kings! 
There was discussion and approval to change 2 of the rules for the North Star classic regarding sick and soiled 
birds.   
  
Meeting Adjourned! 

 
MSPA Treasurer’s Report 

Executive Summary current through May 19, 2018 
Respectfully submitted by - Patti Dietzel, Treasurer 

Account Information Minnesota State Pigeon Association Trust Checking & Savings Accounts 
 
Business Checking: Starting Balance May 19, 2018            $1,894.44 
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Pending and Withdrawals/ Debits:                                      ($3,083.27) 
Detail: 
Tim Kvidera: Cooping Boxes: $516.50  
Kiepper Cooping: $1265.98  
Purebred Pigeon: $ 239.00  
Iowa State Pigeon Association: $75.00  
Goshen Legacy: $300.00  
NPA add: $180.00  
NPA membership: $20.00  
Carver County 4H awards: $40.00  
Newsletter Costs: $112.20  
McLeod County Parks (Summer Lawn Show rental): $35.00  
Rosin Paper – Menards: $289.59  
Meeker County 4H pigeon award: $10.00  
 
Pending and Deposits/Credits:                                               $1,545.00 
Detail:                                               
Memberships and premium ads: $445.00  
Transfer from Savings: $1100.00  
 
Available Checking Balance August 20, 2018                                                      $356.17                                         
 
 

Business Savings: Starting Balance May 19, 2018                $3,091.91          

Pending Withdrawals/ Debits:                                              ($1,100.00) 
Detail:                                               
Transfer from Savings: -$1,100.00  
 
Pending and Deposits/Credits:                                                      $0.21 
Detail: 
Interest: $.21                                               
Available Savings Balance August 20, 2018                                                      $1,992.12 
 

Total Combined Available Balance:                                       $2,348.29 
 
 

 
 

Let’s All Meet at the Fair 
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   The great Minnesota get-together is starting this Thursday August, 23, 2018! Pigeons will be in the Poultry 
Barn starting Tuesday August 28, 2018 through Thursday August 30, 2018. Let’s support the hobby! 
 

SEE YOU AT THE FAIR!!!! 
 

 
Show Your Pigeons at the State Fair 

 
 

 

  

 

MSPA SWAP and Club Meeting!!! 
When:  Saturday, September 29, 2018 

Location: McLeod County Fairgrounds (Hutchinson, MN) 
  

Time: 7:00 am. Club meeting at 10 am at swap. 
 

Cost: $3.00 for non members, $2.00 for current MSPA members with membership card. 
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NEW REQUIREMENT! 

All birds must be boxed/caged with adequate room in a rigid container with sufficient ventilation. 

Important Notice: All Poultry & Game birds need a negative salmonella pulorum-typhoid test. All turkeys 
need a negative mycoplasma gallisepticum (MG) and mycoplasma synoviae (MS) blood test within 30 days of 
sale. All of the above birds also need a numbered band on the bird. Proof of blood testing must be on site with 
the birds being sold. 

No hoofed animals, cats, or dogs please!! 
 

 

 
Pigeons at the 2018 Carver County Fair 

Submitted by - Tim Kvidera 
 
It was a pleasure, and honor, to be asked to judge the 4H and open class pigeons again this year, 2018, at the 
Carver County Fair.  I always enjoy talking with the kids and evaluating their understanding of their birds along 
with their showmanship abilities.  Having judged the junior showmanship class a few years at the North Star 
Classic and now two years at the Carver County Fair, seeing many of the same exhibitors, it is a joy to 
experience the progressive improvements the kids make in their maturity, self confidence and ability to express 
themselves. 
 
For those of you who are unfamiliar with 4H type competition let me give you a general overview.  There are 
multiple classes in which competitions are held.  The bigger part of the show includes each exhibitor entering a 
"breeding pair" of whatever breed they own.  Then there are also classes for a single young birds of either sex, 
and again of any breed.  Both breeding pair and young birds are broken out by Fancy, Flying and Utility breeds.  
There was also a class for breeding pairs of doves.  Exhibitors can show in any, or all of these classes.  The 
birds are penned in the fair Poultry Building and brought by the exhibitors over to the show tent to be judged in 
front of a bleacher full of parents and interested parties.  Greg did a great job with the microphone to ensure all 
knew of which class was coming up next, while Patti made sure all flowed efficiently. 
 
The placings within these classes are determined by a combination of exhibitor knowledge along with the 
quality and condition of the birds they are showing.  After these classes are placed the winners, and potentially 
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the reserves, of each class were brought up to be judged on bird/s quality to determine the order of eligibility for 
moving on to the Minnesota State Fair.  Also throughout these classes the poise, knowledge of their birds, the 
hobby and the self confidence of each exhibitor is considered for presenting Showmanship Awards -- Champion 
and Reserve. 
 
The 4H exhibitors included...  Charles (C.J.) Dietzel, Danica Dietzel, Joseph Elskamp, William Elskamp, Loren 
Hanna-Dyb,  Mikayla Schlosser, Isaac Tesch, Wyatt Tesch, Hailey Wickenhauser, Paige Wickenhauser.  All did 
a great job.  Congratulations on your participation.  About 50 birds in a variety of breeds and, considering the 
time of the year, the birds were in pretty good shape.  It was obvious that they were well cared for. 
 
In the pigeon Utility Breeding pair class Champion went to Will Elskamp and Reserve to Hailey Wickenhauser.  
Fancy Breeding pair class Champion was Mikayla Schlosser with Reserve going to Paige Wickenhauser and 
Best Young Fancy went to Joseph Elskamp.  Champion Flying Breeding pair was shown by Joseph Elskamp  
while Hailey Wickenhauser won Reserve, Will Elskamp had best Flying young bird.  The State Fair lineup was 
determined to be Will Elskamp's Giant Homers first place, Mikayla Schlosser's Indian Fantails second place, 
Paige Wickenhauser, Joseph Elskamp, and Hailey Wickenhauser.  
In the dove class breeding pairs were shown.  Lauren Hanna-Dyb had Champion with a nicely displayed pair in 
very good condition and Joseph Elskamp Reserve with the State Fair lineup going Lauren Hanna-Dyb, Joseph 
Elskamp Wyatt Tesch, and Will Elskamp 
 
Showmanship Champion was Will Elskamp while Mikayla Schlosser was Reserve. 
This year I stayed around a while to watch some of the poultry judging.  Many of the pigeon exhibitors also 
showed poultry and did quite well in those classes too.  
 
The open class pigeon show was only about 40 birds, but also had quite a variety of breeds represented.  Again 
this year there was a nice group of quality Frillbacks.  All had very good wing curl.  Unfortunately some of 
them had condition issues.  The bird I picked as best Frillback went on the be overall Reserve Champion of the 
show for Jordan Busse.  Overall Grand Champion went to John Jopp with a dainty, tiny young Valencian 
Figurita in very good condition.  
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The “GREAT RHODENIE” puts one under his spell at the summer lawn show! 

 

 
Keeping Your Birds Healthy 

Submitted by - Tim Kvidera 
 
Left on their own pigeons are usually healthy.  Rarely does one see a sick pigeon in the wild.  A healthy pigeon 
is capable of successfully fighting off challenges from being exposed to, or carrying, small amounts of 
pathogens.  But we humans are great at messing up the healthy balance within our domestic flocks.  It is rare 
that a fancier provides enough space for his birds to thrive.  It is so easy to overcrowd the loft.  Especially 
towards the end of breeding season.  This crowding induces considerable stress on the birds.  And stress allows 
things to get out of balance in the bird's systems.  When the bad things can take over, the result is off form, sick 
birds and often deaths.  Unless the cause is corrected, the situation can turn into a crisis. 
 
The pigeon digestive system is not only its source of nutrition, it is also the avenue by which many types of 
pathogens can enter the body.  Within the digestive system there is a complicated colony of microorganisms 
which aid in the digestion of food and the transfer of nutrients into the blood stream to feed the cells and 
maintain life.  When pathogens enter the digestive system they seek out sites where they can anchor and 
multiply.  They are in a competition with the normal, good bacteria for these places to reside.  If the bad bugs 
cannot find a place to live they are passed through the system and eliminated.  The bird stays healthy. 
 
How can we keep our birds' nutritional parking lots full and decrease the chances of pathogens finding a place 
to take hold?  Competitive exclusion is a term used to cover the practice of maintaining a high level of good 
bacteria in the system, lessening the possibility that pathogens can get established and create clinical symptoms. 
 
Watch much television and you are sure to be exposed to commercials touting the benefits of yogurt and other 
products that will help you keep "regular."  Essentially what these products do is put more good bacteria 
(lactobacillus, etc.)  into your system so that all can flow well.  And there are some pigeon fanciers who do add 
yogurt to their birds' diet to help populate the good bugs.  We also have a number of commercially available 
concentrates of these beneficial microorganisms which are a more efficient means of ensuring a bountiful 
supply of good bugs for our birds. 
 
My birds are given good bacteria, probiotics, daily, unless there is a need to provide antibiotics for an identified 
concern.  Others give their birds such a couple times a week.  Whatever your choice, be sure to provide the 
probiotics for multiple days following any dosing of the birds with antibiotics.  Antibiotics are great at killing 
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the disease causing pathogens, but they also kill the good bacteria.  So it is important to repopulate the digestive 
system with good bugs immediately, before any of the bad guys can get back in there and take advantage of an 
already stressed bird and really put it down. 

 

 

 

 
From the What-Is-It Department  

 

        
 
These photos are two views of an object that is part of the historical collection of the National Air and Space 
Museum of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC.   Do you know what it is?   
 
Here are some hints: 

• It goes back to the days of WWII, 
• A top-secret project in a secret laboratory 
• On the top-floor of a Gold Medal Flour building 
• Next to St Anthony Falls on the Mississippi in Minneapolis, and 
• PIGEONS WERE CENTRAL TO THE WHOLE IDEA. 

 
For the rest of the story, go to page 18. 
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Ron Moon Judges Doves at the Summer Lawn Show. 

 
Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler 

MSPA Newsletter Summer 2018 
Submitted by –GBP 

 
Instead of our usual boxy pedigree diagram, this time the Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler is in purely narrative form.  
However, it still requires you to exercise your knowledge and understanding of pigeon genetics and to puzzle 
out various genetic possibilities and/or impossibilities.  The problem is entirely hypothetical, but it is not 
unrealistic. In fact, it is actually quite representative of the sort of practical circumstance that serious pigeon 
breeders sometimes face.  
Here’s the scenario:  A master breeder (of either a performance or show breed, your choice) has a pair of 
breeders, “El Capitan” X “Cleopatra”, who are famous for regularly producing exceptionally high quality 
youngsters.  Like many other fanciers of this breed, you are interested in acquiring a couple of the offspring of 
this famous pair in the hope of upgrading your own family of pigeons.  Of course, because the youngsters from 
this pair are in high demand, they command a high price, and the owner has been using foster parents and 
milking his champion pair for as many youngsters per season as he prudently can so that he will have a few 
extra to sell.  He has made a list of a half dozen sons and daughters that are for sale, describing them in terms of 
their feather color and pattern, eye color, and sex. 
 

  “El Capitan”    X    “Cleopatra” 
       Ash Red T-Check                     Dun (dilute black) 

   Orange Eyes                             Orange Eyes 
 
Youngsters for Sale 
1.  Silver (dilute blue) Bar hen, Pearl eyes 
2.  Silver (dilute blue) Bar cock, Pearl eyes 
3.  Yellow Check hen, Pearl eyes 
4.  Almond cock, Orange eyes 
5.  Recessive Red hen, Orange eyes 
6.  Spread Ash Red (“Lavender”) cock, Pearl eyes 
 
As an intelligent breeder and cautious buyer, it is important to you that any birds you buy are, in fact, the 
offspring of the famous pair.  There is a lot of variety in the six birds listed.  Is it possible that they are all from 
El Capitan and Cleopatra?  Examine each one in turn and decide whether it is feasible that a pigeon of that 
color, pattern, eye color, and sex could be a legitimate offspring of the pair in question.   
 
See page 21 for our answers and analysis. 

 
 
 

CANKER - ITS PREVENTION, CONTROL AND TREATMENT 
From web site of Dr. Colin Walker DVM, Australia 
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Dr Colin Walker established the Australian Pigeon Company in 1994, to develop, manufacture and distribute a 
range of veterinary medicines and health supplements for pigeons. Dr Walker's veterinary expertise, together 
with his knowledge of the requirements of pigeon racers, gathered through experience of his own race team, 
place him in the unique situation to develop such products. 
 
Nature of the disease 
 
The disease canker is caused by a protozoan Trichomonas columbae. This is a microscopic single-celled 
organism. It lives within the digestive tract of pigeons, in particular the throat and crop, and can also involve 
associated areas such as the bile duct. The organism is fragile in the environment, only surviving for a few 
minutes once outside the bird. This helps with control of the disease and means that the birds cannot become 
infected from the loft or immediate environment as happens with other diseases such as worms and paratyphoid. 
The organism (trichomonad) requires intimate contact between birds to be spread and is usually transmitted by 
saliva or pigeon milk. Saliva contaminates food and water. As a pigeon drinks, the organism swims away from 
its beak and, when another pigeon comes to drink, it not only drinks the water but also the trichomonads there. 
When a pigeon sorts through grain, each dropped grain contains a small amount of saliva. In this way, the 
disease can also be spread through a feed hopper. Adult birds 'billing' can transmit the organism, as do parents 
when feeding their nestlings.  
 
Control of canker during the breeding season 
 
Correct medication is vital during the breeding season so that the level of natural immunity in the weaned 
youngster is as high as possible. Because the severity of the disease varies in different lofts, there is no single 
blanket program that is best for all lofts. There is no drug that by itself will cure canker in a loft. It is a matter of 
using medication correctly so that the birds can establish a strong natural immunity to the disease. It is this 
natural immunity that, in the longer term, protects them from the disease. 
 
What causes canker to appear during the breeding season? 
 
In health, every time the feeding stock bird feeds its youngsters, it passes on some of its own trichomonads to 
them. This gives the youngsters a controlled gradual exposure to the organism, which in turn allows them to 
establish their own natural immunity. Clinical disease appears in the babies when the stock birds shed too many 
trichomonads over a given period of time to their youngsters.  
 
Increased rates of trichomonad shedding will occur if:  
• the stock birds are stressed for any reason - Anything that stresses the stock bird will lead to an increased rate 
of trichomonad shedding and includes such things as a poorly designed loft, poor management practices, 
incorrect feeding, and other concurrent diseases.  
• the stock birds' natural immunity is not high - Stock birds are likely to shed higher numbers more readily when 
breeding if their own natural immunity to the strains present in the loft is not as yet solid. This can occur if new 
stock birds carrying different trichomonad strains have been introduced to the loft during the non-breeding time. 
All birds carry some immunity to the resident trichomonad strains in their loft. When birds from different lofts 
mix, they exchange their trichomonad strains. Adult stock birds during the non-breeding season are not stressed 
and so exposure to any new strains brought in by introduced birds is unlikely to lead to disease. They are not 
moulting, not breeding, and have plenty to eat, and therefore no sign of canker occurs. However, when paired, if 
their natural immunity to the new different strains is not solid, the stress of feeding will cause them to 'break 
down' and shed larger numbers of trichomonads. In the same way, the introduced birds need to establish an 
immunity to their new loft's resident strains. This is why canker is more of a problem in lofts that are still 
establishing with birds coming from a variety of other lofts. As the years roll by, fewer new birds are introduced 
and so the chance of new trichomonad strains getting into the loft decreases. The birds' immunity to resident 
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strains becomes solid and the effect of the disease is less marked.  
 
Many fanciers are frustrated when canker appears in the stock loft. With excellent care in a good loft, they 
wonder just how it is that the disease can come. Certainly they are on the right track with this approach because 
in a good loft under good care it is less likely that the stock birds will shed large numbers of trichomonads. 
However, some strains are so active that problems will arise no matter how well the birds are cared for. 
 
How to manage an outbreak of canker during the breeding season 
 
When canker does appear during breeding, its management is two-fold. It is a matter of: 
1. treating the sick youngsters - In lofts with a canker problem, all youngsters should be checked daily. If a sick 
youngster is noticed it can be successfully treated, and such youngsters can go on to become champions. Either 
Spartrix or Flagyl tablets* can be used, however, Spartrix is more convenient to medicate the nestlings. The 
dose of Spartrix is one tablet per adult bird. Estimate how big the youngster is compared to the adult and give it 
this proportion of the tablet once daily until well. Usually, one to four doses are required. It is often good to also 
medicate both the nest mate and parents for 2 days. If the unwell youngster is slow to respond, it is usually best 
eliminated. Individual pairs that breed youngsters with canker are best mated to different birds for subsequent 
rounds. 
 
At the same time, it is important to 
2. decrease the number of fresh cases - This is done by checking the number of trichomonads that the stock 
birds are shedding. This is achieved by giving 2 days Turbosole* periodically. The exact frequency depends on 
the incidence of canker but usually every 1 - 3 weeks is appropriate. One needs to give sufficient 2-day courses 
to limit the number of new youngsters with the disease, but at the same time to avoid overuse of the drug so that 
the developing youngster is still getting an on-going exposure to the organism. It is a matter of working between 
these two extremes. 
 
The important thing to always remember with canker during the breeding season is that the disease can never be 
controlled through medication alone. It is the development of a strong natural immunity that protects the birds 
in the longer term. It is important that medication is used to keep the birds well but used in such a way as to not 
interfere with the development of this immunity. 
 

Preventative programs for the breeding season 
In the stock loft that had canker last season 

 
Treat all stock birds for 5 - 7 days before pairing and then for 2 days every 1 - 3 weeks once paired. Frequency 

of treatment depends on the severity of the problem and the control achieved. Try and coincide these 2-day 
treatment periods with the time of hatching when trichomonad shedding is highest. If canker is still a problem in 

certain pairs, try to only medicate these pairs. This can be achieved by breeding from them in individual runs 
and only medicating their water with Turbosole for 2 days as required or alternatively leaving them in the loft 
and just treating them with Spartrix or Flagyl tablets for 2 days when needed. Splitting the pair and remating 

each to other birds for the next round may help. 
 

Stock birds can be crop flushed before pairing to identify those birds carrying large numbers of trichomonads. 
These birds are not only more likely to shed large numbers of trichomonads more readily once paired but also to 

pass on their genetic susceptibility to canker. In the longer term, it is best if these birds, when identified, are 
eliminated. The problem is that they may, in fact, be the winners and here lies the challenge for the fancier - to 

breed birds less susceptible to the disease that are also winners. 
 

In the stock loft that had no canker last season 
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No treatment is required. If there was no problem with canker in last year's nestlings, then it is best not to 
medicate for canker. Any medication will stop the paired bird shedding trichomonads and therefore interrupt the 
on-going exposure of the growing youngster to the organism. This leads to a lower natural immunity and may in 

fact create a vulnerability to the disease in the postweaning period. 
 

In the stock loft that had no canker last season but to which new stock birds have been introduced  
 
As discussed earlier, all birds carry in their systems the resident trichomonad strains of the loft and usually have 
a strong natural immunity to them. A newly introduced stock bird brings these strains with it. These strains may 
not have been encountered by your own birds and the new birds may not have encountered yours. Both lots of 
birds in time must, through exposure, become immune to the other strains. If introduced in the non-breeding 
time, when the stock birds are not under any stress, i.e. not moulting and in a good loft with plenty to eat, no 
clinical disease will be seen. However, with the stress of breeding, any immunity already developed will be put 
to the test. If immunity is not solid at the time of breeding, excessive trichomonads will be shed and the 
youngsters may develop canker. For this reason, new birds, especially if introduced immediately before pairing, 
should ideally be mated in individual runs and the youngsters monitored. If youngsters in the main loft begin 
appearing with canker, the loft should be managed as discussed under the section How to Manage an Outbreak 
of Canker During the Breeding Season. 
 
Control at weaning 
 
In lofts with a canker problem, all youngsters can be treated with Turbosole for 2 - 3 days at weaning, to avoid 
any check in their development through this stressful time. In the longer term, however, the important thing 
during this time is that only youngsters with the disease should be treated so as not to interfere with the 
developing natural immunity of the flock as a whole. Affected birds should be separated and treated with either 
one-quarter of a Flagyl tablet (200 mg) or one whole Spartrix tablet once daily until well. This usually takes 1 - 
3 days. Alternatively, the unwell youngsters' water can be medicated with Turbosole (1/2 teaspoon to 1 litre of 
water). It is important, however, to ensure that any unwell youngster is still able to drink. Turbosole can also be 
mixed into a paste and the youngster's throat painted with this using a cotton bud. The group of youngsters, as a 
whole, should only be treated if more than 10% of youngsters are showing signs, usually with Turbosole for 2 - 
3 days. However, in this situation it is best to seek veterinary advice. 
 
Control during the race season 
 
If canker was a problem during the breeding season, this tells us that the birds have the potential to have 
trichomonad flare-ups in response to stress and that canker is likely to be a problem during racing. However, 
through good management and the correct use of medication, it is hoped, however, that most birds have 
developed a reasonably strong natural immunity by the start of the race season. The stress of racing will put any 
immunity that the birds have formed to the test. Depending on what stresses the birds are under, trichomonad 
levels will rise and fall. When high, they have a typical parasitic effect, weakening the bird, in the process 
creating a vulnerability to secondary infection (particularly respiratory infection) and compromising race 
performance. They also produce a toxin that makes the birds feel unwell. Birds with elevated trichomonad 
levels are said to have 'wet canker'. Signs of infection can be subtle and quite varied. Typical signs that would 
alert the fancier to its possible presence include: 
 
1. 'Penguin' posture - Associated with proventricular (glandular stomach) and crop pain. Birds will lean back on 
their tails and gulp. Noticed particularly after eating and drinking. 
 
2. 'Dry feather' - Due to lack of down feather drop and bloom production. 
 
3. 'Leady' feel - Affected birds will not come into condition and feel heavy in the hand. 
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4. Wet dropping - Inflammation in the digestive tract creates a thirst, leading to elevated water intake and urine 
production. This produces a clear watery rim around the dropping. 
 
5. Green droppings - Due to digestive tract irritation and in some birds decreased food intake. 
 
6. Inflammation in the throat - Tonsillitis and increased clear to grey bubbly mucus. 
 
7. Interference with crop function - Delayed crop emptying and sometimes vomiting. 
 
8. Increased food consumption by team as a whole 
9. Dry yellow canker - In birds of any age, this tells you that many other birds have elevated trichomonad 
levels, which have not yet passed the threshold for yellow material to form. 
 
10. Indirect signs - Poor loft flying, poor tossing, respiratory problems that respond poorly to medication or 
quickly relapse, a dramatic improvement in the birds' general vigour in response to anticanker medication are all 
suggestive. 
 
Definitive diagnosis, however, depends on microscopic examination of a crop flush. Microscopic changes that 
are suggestive of the problem also develop in the dropping,. These changes are associated with the stress of the 
disease and include elevated E. coli and yeast levels. These changes, however, do not occur in all birds. 
 
Race lofts are divided into one of two groups for the purposes of canker management: 
1. Those without resident wet canker strains. 
Since the rapid spread of wet canker strains through the racing pigeon fraternity since the early 1990's, not 
many lofts now fit into this category. In these lofts, canker is unlikely to be a problem during breeding and crop 
flushes done on members of the race team will be repeatedly negative. Here, an effort is made to prevent the 
introduction of these strains with returning race birds. In races where the birds are provided with drinkers, 
returning race birds are medicated with Turbosole (1/2 teaspoon to 1 litre of water) for 24 hours upon return. 
Often the single big drink that returning race birds have, although not sufficient to treat an active infection, will 
clear the trichomonads picked up from a recent exposure. 
 
2. Those lofts with resident wet canker strains. 
In these lofts, canker is likely, but not always, to be a problem during breeding, and crop flushes done on 
individual race birds, particularly following stress, will contain large numbers of trichomonads. Here, attention 
focuses not on treating returning birds, because the strains are already in the loft, but on keeping the numbers of 
trichomonads low so that they cannot affect race form. This is achieved by giving periodic 2-day courses of 
Turbosole. The length and frequency of each treatment is variable from one loft to the next, being affected by a 
number of factors intrinsic to that loft. In most lofts, however, 1 - 2 days every 1 - 3 weeks will keep 
trichomonad levels low. In the absence of testing, treatment 2 days every third week is advised. This is usually 
given on the Monday and Tuesday. Preferably, however, the use of Turbosole within a loft is based on the 
results of testing birds from that loft. If trichomonads are detected in a crop flush, an initial 2-day course of 
Turbosole is given. Follow-up crop flushes are then done every few days so that the exact time that 
trichomonads start to reappear is detected. Once this interval is known for that loft, then, given a constant set of 
loft parameters, the trichomonads will repeatedly and predictably reappear at this time. Follow-up 2-day 
Turbosole treatments at this interval will ensure the trichomonad levels are always low and therefore not given a 
chance to affect race form. The main loft parameters are the genetic make-up of the birds, the strain(s) of 
trichomonad present, the loft environment and the management practices. If these change, the use of Turbosole 
may also need to change, e.g. increased tossing combined with cold weather may stress birds, leading to 
premature trichomonad flare-ups and a shortening of the treatment interval for one or two treatments. Generally, 
however, as the season progresses, the need for medication declines as the birds get older, both their level of 
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fitness and natural immunity rise and, in particular, in Victoria, as the weather becomes warmer.  
Other sites of canker 
 
As fanciers would be aware, most canker lesions are found in the bird's throat and are often associated with their 
tonsils here. However, canker can affect a variety of other sites.  
 
Navel canker 
 
If pigeon milk is spilt into the nest bowl and this, in turn, contaminates a nestling's navel that has not fully 
healed, a canker nodule can develop on the navel. Treat the nestling with the correct dose of Spartrix daily 
(usually 1 - 4 days). Antiseptics (such as Betadine) can be applied to the navel daily until the area has dried. 
After several days, the nodule can be 'popped' like a scab and separated from underlying healthy tissue. The 
condition must be caught early for treatment to be successful and for the youngster to be of value racing. The 
condition is more likely to occur when nest conditions are poor, leading to delayed navel healing, and is 
therefore often associated with 'wet nests' and with inappropriate nesting material. The condition is also more 
likely to occur if the parents are shedding large numbers of trichomonads. A suggested course of treatment is: 
• Treat youngster and both parents daily with Spartrix 
• Dab navel daily with Betadine 
• Clean nest 
• Treat parents for 'wet nest' if appropriate (PVM Powder and Probac) 
• Improve nest conditions 
 
 

 

 
 

Pigeon Crossword Puzzle 
MSPA Summer 2018 
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ACROSS 
2   Georges and Viktor’s racing strain 
4    black center of eye 
6    Canadian field __________ 
8    classic S. F. Tumbler color 
11  normal number of tail feathers 
12  white splashed on solid ground 
13  number of primary flights per wing 
15  opposite of sex-linked 
19  colored-headed Oriental Frill 
20  third-place medal 
 
 
 
 
The answers are on page 24. 
 
 
DOWN 
1    white-breasted Modena 
3    Chinese, African, Old German 
5    stool _______________ 
6    aka cropper 
7    nostril skin 
9    Minnesota owner of Foy’s 

10  Yul Brynner 
11  Winton Marsalis 
14  Wendell 
15  Benzing 
17  recessive feather pigment 
18  father of classic genetics
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What-Is-It Department Answer  
 
When the US entered WWII in 1941, there was no such thing as a radar-guided missile, bomb, or 
torpedo.   Everything was manual, as in ready-aim-fire.  Some kind of guidance system was 
needed to maximize military efficiency and minimize nonmilitary casualties.  Enter B. F. 
Skinner, a psychology professor at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis.  Skinner 
convinced the US War Department in Washington, as well as local General Mills Gold Medal 
Flour, to support a top-secret research project to determine the feasibility of training pigeons to 
ride in the nosecones of glide bombs and “pilot” them to their targets Kamikaze-style.  The 
photos below depict aspects of that undertaking in 1943-44.  Although the idea proved feasible, 
the method was never deployed.  
 

                 
              
WWII Glide Bombs and Torpedoes that pigeons                        A pigeon being trained to ride in a jacket 
could have been trained to guide to war targets.                 and to recognize a specific visual target. 
 
 

                     
Prototype of the nosecone for a glided bomb               An open nosecone. Three pigeon co-pilots        
or torpedo piloted by pigeons.                                                spotted the target and pecked at it on a   
                                 touch screen; guidance was based on a   
                                 consensus among them. It would’ve worked!!   
                    
 
 



 17 

Is Fancying Pigeons a Fixation from Childhood? 
Submitted by- Gail Peterson 

 
 

For a few years now, a number of us have been getting together the last Wednesday of every 
month to eat lunch at the Old World Pizza restaurant in Inver Grove Heights.  We’re not another 
pigeon club; we’re just a bunch of pigeon guys who like to get together and talk pigeons.  As a 
general rule, we are all retired or close to it, and most of us live in the greater metropolitan area, 
although Joe Schabert and Don Roscoe almost always come up from down Mankato way, as 
does Ardy Prekker from way up by Big Lake.  There are usually about twenty of us, sometimes 
more, sometimes fewer.  We have a good time.  

A couple years ago, just to satisfy my curiosity, I put together a little questionnaire and passed it 
out at one of those pizza lunches.  Not everybody got on board with my little survey, and that 
was perfectly ok.  But I did get returns from a good dozen of those who filled it out.  Several 
items on the questionnaire solicited thoughts and opinions about issues the hobby is either facing 
now or may face in the future, but the first two questions simply asked: 

 1. How many years have you been in the pigeon hobby?, and  

 2. How old were you when you first started raising pigeons?  

The answers to those two basic questions prompted the thoughts that follow. 

Given that the sample consisted of senior-citizen pigeon fanciers, it is probably not surprising 
that just about everybody had been raising pigeons for a fairly long time.  The average number of 
years in the hobby for the twelve respondents was 47.67 years, with the range being from a mere 
14 years to a high (several) of 60 years in the hobby.   If we exclude that 14-year outlier, the 
average was 50.72 years in the hobby.  Because thirty or forty years would, I’m sure, qualify as a 
long time in anybody’s book, fifty years clearly qualifies as an exceptionally long time.  So, 
obviously, this is a group of very dedicated, hardcore, veteran pigeon fanciers. 

For me, though, the somewhat more provocative finding, although totally consistent with the 
long years in the hobby, was the average age at which these fanciers started keeping pigeons: 
10.75 years-old, with the overall range being from 5 years-old to 24 years-old.  The 24 year-old 
was the same person who had had pigeons, on and off, for 14 years, so when we again exclude 
that outlier, the average age when these veteran fanciers started raising pigeons dropped to 9.55 
years-old, with the range narrowing to 5 to 13 years-old.  The variability was actually less than 
that 5-to-13 range suggests. For over half, the starting age was between 8 and 11, inclusive.  So, 
for convenience, let’s simply say that the average age for starting to raise pigeons in this group of 
established fanciers was around 10 years old. 

Now then, think about it this way: If we were dealing with a group of high school age pigeon 
fanciers, the finding that their average age of starting up with pigeons was about 10 years old 
would make sense.  In fact, it couldn’t be much more than that because they would simply not 
have had the “opportunity” to start at, say, 20 or 30 years of age because they’ve never been that 
old.  But it is a different story when you’re talking about a group of people in their sixties and 
seventies.  We all had had the “opportunity” to begin with pigeons at age 20 or 30 --- or even at 
age 40 or 50, for that matter.  But what do we find?  We find that just about all of us started out 
at around age 10.  True, there was that one fellow who started at age 24, but otherwise the oldest 
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age reported for starting up was 13.  What’s up with that?  Shouldn’t we have found a couple 
more in their teens, some in their twenties and thirties, and maybe even one or two in their 
middle-aged years?  Why is it we all seem to have started so very young, at around age 10? 

These findings make it tempting to theorize that, unless you start raising pigeons by age 10 or 
thereabouts, it is quite unlikely that you will be a pigeon fancier in adulthood – or, at least, that 
you will be a fancier in old-codger-hood.  I mean, there may well be some who start in their 
teens or twenties but then drop out by their forties or fifties and don’t come to the last 
Wednesday lunches at Old World Pizza.  Could it be that only those who start at age 10 stick 
with it to the bitter end?  I don’t know.  I’m sure we can all cite examples of individuals we’ve 
known who had pigeons when they were kids but then eventually left the hobby, never to return.  
So, starting at 10 does not necessarily predestine a kid to a lifetime of scraping pigeon poop.  But 
if you do spend a substantial portion of your lifetime raising pigeons, was it important for you to 
have “caught the bug” at around age 10?  That is the question, and this little survey suggests the 
answer might be yes.  Interesting. 

There are exceptions, of course, like the 24 year-old in our little sample, but if these results were 
to hold true generally, it would suggest that there might well be something special about 
childhood to pre-adolescence, especially in boys, that is conducive to acquiring a life-long 
interest in pigeons.  Furthermore, that conclusion would have implications when it comes to 
sparking interest in young people in order to insure the future of the hobby, namely, we had 
better pay special attention to grade-schoolers.  For example, educational and award programs 
for junior fanciers at pigeon shows should probably have more age categories so that appropriate 
information and encouragement can be given selectively to, say, kids under 6 years-old, with 6 to 
12 and 13 to 18 each being separate categories with age-appropriate kinds of feedback, 
encouragement, and awards.  That way there would be plenty of support all along the early-years 
pathway, with special attention being applied at that apparently most-critical 6-12 year-old point. 

My own story is typical.  Even though I was born on a farm, I was completely oblivious to the 
very existence of pigeons until, at age 10, I found a little scrub blue check self squeaker 
waddling along in the tall grass next to the foundation of our horse barn.  It was love at first 
sight.  Within a few weeks I had a rickety little coop full of barn pigeons.  A year later, having 
heard about my new-found passion, a family friend from Minneapolis brought this naïve young 
country bumpkin a pair of Rollers, a pair of Helmets, and one Nun.  I still cherish the little 
ceramic mug I received at the 1957 New Ulm show (at age 13) when one of my pigeons took 
first place in the Flying Division of their Junior Show.  And now, 61 years later, here I am, still 
raising pigeons --- and enjoying pizza once a month with the rest of the kids!  
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Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler Answer 
MSPA Newsletter Summer 2018 

 
Determining whether a given pair of pigeons could have produced a particular youngster is a 
two-step process: 
Step 1.  Note the visible phenotypic characteristics of the parents in question and, from those 
visible features, infer what the parents’ genotype must be, at a minimum, in order for them to 
exhibit that phenotype.   Then, in light of that bare-bones genotype, note what additional genes 
the parent birds might “have room for”.  The notion of recessive factors is especially important 
here.  
Step 2. Consider the phenotype of each alleged youngster and identify what genes underlie those 
phenotypes and, therefore, what genes would have to be available from one or both of the parents 
in order for youngsters with those phenotypes to have been produced.  Make a list of the genes 
required and then ask whether these are among the genes the parents are known to have or to 
“have room for”.  If the parents have or might have those genes, then the youngster may be 
legitimate. 
To illustrate:  

“El Capitan”    X    “Cleopatra” 
Ash Red T-Check                     Dun (dilute black) 

Orange Eyes                             Orange Eyes 
 Step 1.  Because he is not dilute, El Capitan obviously carries a wild type intensity gene on (at 
least) one of his sex chromosomes, but he could possibly be carrying the recessive dilute gene on 
his other sex chromosome.  Similarly, he is definitely carrying the ash red color gene on (at least) 
one of his sex chromosomes, but he could possibly be carrying a more recessive color gene, like 
blue/black or brown, on his other sex chromosome.  On non-sex chromosomes (or autosomes) he 
for sure carries the T-check pattern gene and an orange eye color gene, but he might also be 
carrying a more recessive pattern gene, like regular check, bar, or barless, as well as the gene for 
pearl eye.  We can also infer that he is not carrying grizzle or almond or any other dominant gene 
that is not evident in his phenotype.  He may, however, be carrying one copy of the recessive red 
gene as well as one copy of other recessive genes.  In summary, he has room for: dilute; 
blue/black or brown; check, bar, or barless; pearl; recessive red.  
Because she IS dilute, Cleopatra obviously carries the dilute gene on her one and only sex 
chromosome as well as the blue/black gene on that same chromosome.  She clearly has at least 
one copy of the gene for orange eye, but she may be carrying the gene for pearl eye.  She must 
also carry the spread gene to account for the dun.  We can also infer that she is not carrying 
grizzle or almond or any other dominant gene that is not evident in her phenotype.  She may, 
however, be carrying one copy of the recessive red gene as well as one copy of other recessive 
genes.  All this leaves room in her genotype for any combination of two pattern genes and a 
possible gene for pearl eye. 
  
(continued on next page) 
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Step 2.   First of all, chances are that the dun hen is the true dam of the alleged offspring.  So 
unless something really suspicious arises, we will give the breeder the benefit of the doubt about 
the dam.  The sire, however, is another matter. 
   
1.  Silver (dilute blue) Bar hen, Pearl eyes 
For a hen to be a dilute, a dilute gene must be inherited from the sire.  Cleopatra has the dilute 
gene since she herself is dilute, but that fact is irrelevant to her having a dilute daughter.  It’s the 
sire that matters there.  Could El Capitan have contributed a dilute gene to this daughter?  Yes!  
And to be bar, either two bar genes or one bar and one barless gene must have come from sire 
and dam.  Again, OK.  Finally, pearl eyes require a pearl gene from each parent – OK again. 
Thus, #1 is feasible. 
2.  Silver (dilute blue) Bar cock, Pearl eyes 
For a cock to be dilute, a dilute gene must be inherited from both sire and dam.  The foregoing 
analysis permits that; Cleopatra has the dilute gene, and it is entirely possible that El Capitan 
does too.  And again, to be bar, either two bar genes or one bar and one barless gene must have 
come from sire and dam.  Again, OK.  Finally, as noted above, pearl-eyed young from this pair 
could happen. Thus, #2 is also feasible. 
3.  Yellow Check hen, Pearl eyes 
For #3 we need dilute and ash red from the sire, check from sire or dam or both, and pearl from 
both.  Yes – all these genetic contributions are feasible from this pair.  
4.  Almond cock, Orange eyes 
The disqualifying trait here is almond.  Neither of the parents is an almond and thus neither 
carries almond, and therefore #4 cannot be their daughter.  She is probably daughter of the dam, 
but she cannot also be daughter of the sire. 
5.  Recessive Red hen, Orange eyes 
#5 is feasible as both parents are carrying the gene for orange eyes and, as noted above, they 
could both be carrying a gene for recessive red, which they could both then have contributed to 
this young hen to make her recessive red in phenotype. 
6.  Spread Ash Red (“Lavender”) cock, Pearl eyes 
One dose of spread from the dun dam together with the sire’s ash red gene is all we need to 
account for the Spread Ash Red or “Lavender” color.  Add to that a pearl gene from each parent, 
which is totally possible, and the picture is complete.  #6 is feasible. 
 
The Enduring Caveat:  Even when an alleged offspring of a pair is genetically feasible, that 
feasibility is NOT proof of its legitimacy.  The ONLY guarantee of legitimacy is that the 
breeding pair mated and the eggs were laid in a compartment occupied by that pair and only that 
pair.  Once the eggs are laid, provided they are marked and the “chain of custody” is rigorously 
tracked, they may be placed with foster parents for incubation and rearing and the pedigree will 
be valid.  But no matter how feasible a pedigree may be, if the breeding was done in a 
community setting, there is always the possibility that the sire of historical record is not the sire 
of biological fact.  
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Know Your MSPA History 
 

"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it." 
George Santayana, Reason in Common Sense, 1905, p. 284. 

 
 

[As Seen on Amazon.com] 

 
 

 
Tim Kvidera Examines Bird at the Lawn Show  
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Pigeon Crossword Puzzle Solution    
MSPA Summer 2018 

 
 
ACROSS 
2    Georges and Viktor’s racing strain 
4    black center of eye 
6    Canadian field __________ 
8    classic S. F. Tumbler color 
11  normal number of tail feathers 
12  white splashed on solid ground 
13  number of primary flights per wing 
15  opposite of sex-linked 
19  colored-headed Oriental Frill 
20  third-place medal 
 

 
 
 

DOWN 
1    white-breasted Modena 
3    Chinese, African, Old German 
5    stool _______________ 
6    aka cropper 
7    nostril skin 
9    Minnesota owner of Foy’s 
10  Yul Brynner 
11  Winton Marsalis 
14  Wendell 
15  Benzing 
17  recessive feather pigment 
18  father of classic genetics 
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Minnesota State Pigeon Association 

Summer Lawn Show and Potluck 

Show Results 
 
Best of Show  Flying Roller – Shown by John Johnson (Panel Judging Tim Kvidera, Ron 
Moon, Bruce Rhode). 
 
Best Flying:  Flying Roller –Shown by John Johnson (Judge Ron Moon) 
 
Best Fancy:  Valencia Figuretta - Shown by Amy Niccoli (Judge Tim Kvidera) 
 
Best Dove:  Ring Neck –Shown by Bev Rhode (Judge Ron Moon) 
 
Best Junior: Fantail - Shown by Cody Sievert (Judge Bruce Rhode) 
  
 
 

 
Lunch at the Lawn Show 

 

Year of the Dove! 
  
Calling all Dove raisers! This year Rhode's Pigeons is hosting the Dove Meet at the North 
Star Classic! 
  
We want to hear the show hall resonate with the cooing of Doves. Even if you normally 
would not show a Dove this is your chance!   
  
Last year a Dove was in serious competition for Best of Show!  Let's make this the year 
of the Dove!! 
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Minnesota State Pigeon Association 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

 
Date: ____/_____/______          New (   )     Renewal (  ) 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
  
Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip Code: _______________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: (____) _____-_________ Cell Number: (____) _____-_________ 
 
E-mail Address: ____________________________________ 
 
Bulletin Option:  (   ) Read on MSPA web site,  (   ) E-mail,  (   ) Postal Delivery 
  
Membership Options and Dues:   
 
Individual (  ) $10.00  
 
Family       (  ) $15.00 
 
Junior       (  )   $5.00 
 
Please note: The membership year is January 1st to December 31st. Any new memberships received after 
November 1st will be applied to the following year unless specific instructions are provided to apply the dues to 
the current year. 

                                               Mail to: 
                                                      Patti Dietzel 
                                                      MSPA Treasurer 
                                                      12355 134th Street 
                                                      Cologne, MN 


