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MSPA Official Newsletter 
 Spring 2018 

 
Thanks to the efforts of our knowledgeable members this issue is again full of great articles and 
information about the pigeon hobby. If you have an idea for the newsletter or would like to contribute an 
article, please contact me at Pigeonprekker@hotmail.com 
I would welcome your input. 
 

The Electronic Newsletter Reminder! 
Due to the cost of postage and printing a high-quality newsletter, the MSPA Board of Directors has 
decided to make the quarterly newsletter available on the MSPA web site at 
http://www.minnesotastatepigeonassociation.com, under the Member Section tab. If you are a member 
that doesn’t have internet access, you can view the newsletter at your local library or request a mailed 
copy at: MSPA Newsletter, 21500 201st Street NW, Big Lake, MN 55309 or call (612)889-2945. For 
the time being no password is necessary to view the “Membership Section” of the web site. An archive 
of past newsletters will also be available on the MSPA web site. The Newsletter can be downloaded or 
printed from the web site if the member desires a hard copy. If you have already notified me of your 
desire to receive the Newsletter via conventional mail, there is no need to notify me again, I will 
mail your copy! 
 
           IF YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CHANGES PLEASE NOTIFY US! 
 

.   Notice of MSPA Swap and Upcoming Events 
                                                                                       

 
The next MSPA swap is September 29th at the McLeod County Fair Grounds in Hutchinson, MN. 
Further information should be elsewhere in this bulletin.  We are also planning on a summer picnic and 
lawn show on July 21st in Hutchinson, MN.  The 2018 North Star Classic is set for Saturday, 
November 10th.  It should be another great one.  Hope to see you there. The MSPA is planning to bring 
pigeons back to the Minnesota State Fair. Please watch for the details in this newsletter. 
 

 
Throughout this Newsletter please watch for the old pictures of pigeons used in 
WWI and WWII. Where there were no radios or radio silence was a must, pigeons 
carried the strategic messages of the battle fields. 
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Officers’ Reports 
 

A Message from our President 
 Submitted by - Paul Lepinski     

    
   Another MSPA meeting has come and gone.  I appreciate those of you that made the time to come to 
the meeting and support the MSPA.  The input from the membership is a vital key to success for the 
club. 
   I have received a few e-mails and phone calls complimenting the club on the MSPA newsletter. Credit 
goes to Ardy Prekker for a job well done.  If you can assist Ardy with any articles of interest please pass 
it on to him, I know he would appreciate it.  It will only make the newsletter more interesting to read.   
   It was voted on yesterday at the meeting that the annual MSPA Picnic and Lawn Show will be held in 
Hutchinson, Minnesota, and the date is the 21st of July.  Please make plans to attend. Hopefully, we will 
have a great turn out.   
   Any suggestions to improve the quality and attendance of our meetings and the picnics is welcomed. 
 Please feel free to contact me with your ideas.   
   Please start advertising the North Star Classic for this year.  In my opinion this is the time to get the 
word out and attempt to make it a successful show.  The board needs all of your support to make it a 
successful show.  There has been a lot of work already completed, however, there is a lot more work to 
do.  We have two new Specialty Clubs that will be hosting a meet with the North Star Classic this year. 
 They are the Baldhead Show Rollers and the West of England.  The West of Englands will be their 2nd 
District meet.   
   Now that the weather has finally straightened out, hopefully many of you will have a successful 
breeding season. Until the next time, be safe, stay healthy and enjoy life. 
                       

1st Vice President's Message 
Submitted by - Tim Kvidera  

   Calendar has said that spring has been here a couple months now.  But until the last couple weeks you 
could not tell it by looking out the window.  No proof of it out in my loft either. 
   I am a firm believer in extending the photo light period for the birds to get them into a breeding cycle.  
A minimum of 14 hours will start getting them in the mood after the winter dreariness.  Well for me it 
worked so good that even some of my cock birds started laying eggs.   :-)  Well, really they turned out to 
be late hatch hens.  But once I did start pairing up the birds Murphy did a great job in ensuring that no 
production would be forthcoming.  Abandoned eggs, broken eggs, infertile eggs, chilled youngsters and 
wait, I even had a 3 week old great looking Homer pass on due to cancer, and it ain't even summer yet. 
   Then, I was in the process of trying to settle a kit of 5 yearling hen Flying Tipplers.  Got them to the 
point of knowing how to trap, chase feed across the roof and bingo they got spooked and bolted away in 
random directions.  No circling around the loft or anything like they might come down at home.  The 
next day while we were having breakfast wife Lynn says "what's that by the driveway?"  Turned out to 
be a Coopers hawk breakfasting on a blue bar Tippler hen.  Over the next three days I have recovered 3 
of the 4 others alive.  Too soon to tell if they will make a kit. 
 
   Hope that the rest of you are doing better than I am.  Looking forward to seeing lots of you at the 
summer picnic/lawn show - July 21st. 
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MSPA Treasurer’s Report 
Executive Summary current through May 19, 2018 

Respectfully submitted by - Patti Dietzel, Treasurer 
 

Account Information Minnesota State Pigeon Association Trust Checking & Savings Accounts 
 
Business Checking balance - $1,894.44 
Pending Withdrawals/ Debits $0.00 
Pending Deposits/ Credits $130.00  
Available Balance $1,894.44 
 
Business Market Rate Savings balance - $3,091.91 
Pending Withdrawals/ Debits $0.00 
Available Balance: $3,091.91 
 
Total - $4,986.35 
 
Out of 100 MSPA memberships, 63 members are current on membership dues. 

 
 

New Requirements of the 4H Poultry State Fair Committee 
Submitted by - Patti Dietzel  

 
   Today our local 4H office sent out a mass email with the new requirements that the 4H Poultry State 
Fair Committee has implemented.  Below are the new changes: 
   
 Pigeon Bands: Pigeons must be identified by permanent seamless leg band # by May 15. The bands 
must be entered in 4HOnline. 
   
 In the past, we did not document pigeon or dove band numbers until we arrived at the county 
fairgrounds.  State guidelines are requiring exhibitors to document what birds they plan to exhibit by 
MAY 15. 
    
Pigeons - Breeding pairs must have previous year’s seamless band or older on  
Dove - Breeding pair must have previous year’s seamless band or older on  
Young birds must have current year’s seamless band on 
 
ALL Pigeon and Doves must have their band number identified by May 15, submitted online through a 
digital identification database. 
Must have seamless band and be identified by May 15 
 
I have the fliers that came out with the email.  
Patti Dietzel 
952-303-9948 
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Let’s All Meet at the Fair 
 

   The great Minnesota get-together is coming in August! Let's all support the pigeon hobby by bringing 
a pair or two of pigeons to the fair. The last several years have had virtually no pigeons and we have lost 
a great vehicle for introducing new people to the hobby. You don't have to enter your best birds, just 
birds that are representing the breed. Let’s show the great diversity of pigeon breeds. Kathy Rhode is 
recruiting volunteers to participate in a booth. All the details of the fair are listed below for your 
convenience. Let's try to make this year like the old days, where pigeons had a substantial place in the 
Poultry Barn. 

 

 
Show Your Pigeons at the State Fair 

Registration 2018 

Registration closes at 4:30 p.m. on the dates below, or earlier if barn capacity is reached. 

 Opens: Monday, June 18 
 Mail-in Entry Deadline: Wednesday, August 1 
 Online Entry Deadline: Wednesday, August 1 
 Forms Available Online 
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Arrival & Departure Window | Poultry Barn 

Arrival (closed to public until noon): 

 Monday, Aug. 27, 6am to 9pm (pigeons) 

Departure: 

 Thursday, Aug. 30, 1 to 5pm (pigeons) 

Judging Schedule (subject to change) 

Tuesday, Aug. 28 

 9am –  pigeons 

Judge List: 

 Pigeons: TBD 

Fees 

Entry: 

 $0.75 per single chicken or duck 
 $1 per chicken trio, single goose or single turkey 
 $0.50 per single pigeon 

SEE YOU AT THE FAIR!!!! 
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Fly, Cher Ami, Fly! The Pigeon Who Save the Lost Battalion by Robert Burleigh, 
illustrated by Robert MacKenzie  

 
 

During World War I, carrier pigeons were frequently used by the army to deliver important messages 
because of their innate ability to find their way home, even if it means flying over ground combat and 
going great distances. For one lost battalion, it was a matter of life and death. 
 
In 1918, a battalion of the US infantry was fighting in France, surrounded by the enemy. No one knew 
where these soldiers were located to send help and rescue them. There was only one chance to save 
themselves - send a message back home, attached to the leg of their last carrier pigeon, Cher Ami. 
 
Flying through gun fire aimed at him by German soldiers, Cher Ami managed to keep flying. Even 
when the Germans send a hawk after the pigeon, he managed to fly at the sun and blind the hawk just 
before it could sink its talons into the pigeon. 
 
Arriving at the army's base in England, Cher Ami delivers his message, and as the army prepared to 
rescue their fellow soldiers, Cher Ami was actually seriously wounded on this trip, which proved to be 
his last. He didn't die, but one of his legs was badly hurt, so doctors fashioned him a wooden prosthetic 
leg to replace the injured leg. Cher Ami found his nice comfortable nest for a hard earned rest and a job 
well done. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The message Cher Ami carried that saved the Lost Battalion
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Pigeon Crossword Puzzle 
MSPA Spring 2018 

 
 
ACROSS 
1 shows serial number & year 
2 one-way door 
5 container for nest 
6 basic vocalization 
10 classic fancy breed 
11 popular acrobatic pigeon 
16 a closely knit flock of flyers 
18 perennial illness concern 
19 formal expo 
20 all breed national organization 
21 classic all-white show pigeon 
22 a place to spend time 
 
 
Answers on Page 17. 
 
 
 
 

DOWN 
1 most basic wild-type pattern 
3 a granulated processed feed 
4 head concealed by hood 
7 the distinctive kinds of pigeons 
8 highly competitive homers 
9 compensates for absence of teeth 
12 another name for coop 
13 corn, wheat, milo, etc. 
14 British term for band 
15 youngsters must eat on their own 
17 another name for loft 
18 genetically dominant pattern 
23 produced by hens only 
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Pigeon	Pedigree	Puzzler	
NPA	Newsletter	Spring	2018	

	
	

	
	

	
	

Assume	that	all	the	pigeons	in	the	pedigree	above	were	bred	in	individual	breeding	pens	so	that	we	are	
confident	that	the	lineages	shown	are	100%	correct.	Further	assume	that	there	is	no	Recessive	Red	
in	this	particular	breeding	population.	There	is	a	(fictitious)	NPA	band	number	for	each	bird	on	the	
first	line,	that	bird’s	eye	color	on	the	second	line,	its	feather	color	and/or	pattern	on	the	third	line,	and	
its	sex	on	the	bottom	line.	For	each	pigeon,	however,	there	is	one	exception	to	the	above	format,	
marked	by	four	question	marks,	that	is	unknown.		
Solve	this	puzzle	by	correctly	filling	in	the	blanks	below:		
	
The	sex	of	NPA	1776‐17	must	be	____________________________________________________.		
The	eye	color	of	NPA	1620‐16	must	be	____________________________________________.		
The	feather	color	of	NPA	1630‐16	must	be	________________________________________.		
The	pattern	of	the	NPA	1443‐14	must	be	__________________________________________.		
The	eye	color	of	the	NPA	1456‐14	must	be	________________________________________.		
The	pattern	of	NPA	1377‐13	must	be	_______________________________________________.		
The	sex	of	NPA	1388‐13	must	be	____________________________________________________.		
 
 
See Page 15 for the answers. 
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 

TO UNDERSTAND PIGEON GENETICS 
Submitted by - Tim Kvidera 

The deeper you get into it, the simpler, yet more complicated, the topic of genetics can be.  
Unfortunately, for the average pigeon breeder, even the words used regarding the topic are more than 
they want to pronounce,  let alone use.  But, with just a basic understanding of genetic principles, they 
could improve the odds of producing their desired results - in the breeding pen, show ring or in the air.  
In this article I will minimize the use of the big words.  Know these concepts and the rest will fall in 
place. 
 
So what does one need to know, accept and understand to put genetics to work for you?  Only a small 
handful of subjects..... 

 Sex 

 Dominant/Recessive 

 Linkage 

 Sex-linked/Autosomal 
 
A grasp of these four topics will get you well on the way to understanding genetics in general, and 
specifically pigeon genetics.  There is no need for the average pigeon breeder to dig in deeply, down to 
the molecular level, to understand what are the possible outcomes of pairing their birds.  And this article 
will not get into the minute details of what really is happening, it will just present the top line effects that 
are readily observable and need to be absorbed.  There are plenty of sources available for those who do 
want to go to the next level/s to learn the more "total" picture.   
 
Let's start with the beginning.... 
 
SEX: 
We would not be able to continue regenerating the species without sex.  It is from the joining of matter 
from opposite sex individuals that the next generation of offspring arises.  Sperm fertilizes egg and 
begets youngster, which is a melding of traits from its parents.  How is this merger achieved?  The 
genetic traits of each individual are programmed onto strands of DNA in the nucleus of the cells that 
make up the organism.  These DNA strands are called chromosomes and the programmed areas of the 
chromosomes are called genes.  There are multiple chromosomes in each cell.  Chromosomes come in 
pairs with one member of each pair being donated to the offspring by each parent.  In the generation of 
sperm and eggs each receives half of each pair of the parental paired chromosomes.  The joining of 
sperm and egg during fertilization results in new pairs of chromosomes which start creating the new 
generation.  Yes, I know.  For those of you with a good grasp of the process I really simplified it, but 
let's remember for this dissertation it is K.I.S.S. 
 
The next thing to realize concerning sex is that in birds, and specifically to our topic - pigeons - the sex 
of an individual is determined by the number of sex chromosomes present.  All the chromosomes come 
in pairs, EXCEPT the sex chromosome.  Cocks have a full pair of sex chromosomes, while hens have 
only a single sex chromosome.  So when the cock generates sperm, which contains one chromosome 
from each of his pairs, there will always be a sex chromosome donated, while when the hen's 
chromosome pairs separate to generate eggs, half the eggs will receive her sex chromosome while the 
other half of the eggs will not have a sex chromosome.  When the former are united with a sperm a male 
offspring results, the latter when fertilized becomes a female. 
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DOMINANT/RECESSIVE: 
The programmed areas of the chromosomes, genes, when they have mutated from the wild type 
baseline, are classified as being dominant or recessive depending on their effect on wild type.  If the 
mutation is expressed only when present on both of the chromosomes in the pair, it is termed recessive.  
If the mutation expresses when only on one of the pair, it is dominant.  Dominant genes can come from 
either, or both, parents.  Recessive genes need to be inherited from both parents to be expressed.   The 
exception to this is, if the recessive gene is located on the sex chromosome.  Remember, a hen has only 
one sex chromosome with currently known genetic information.  So there is no wild type, or dominant, 
analog gene to overcome the recessive gene function and hens will express recessive genes that are 
located on her sex chromosome.  
 
When there are two genes for a trait present, one from each parent, the most dominant one will be 
expressed at each locus, site of the gene, on the chromosome.  When a mutation, or change in 
programming, at a gene site occurs the new version is an allele (alternative) of that wild type gene.  For 
example a T pattern checker bred from a checker will express the T pattern check it received from the 
other parent.  Both T pattern checker and checker alleles are dominant to wild type bar, with T pattern 
dominant to checker. 
 
Another action that sorta fits in this classification is epistasis.  Epistatic genes cover up the expression of 
other genes.  They can be either dominant or recessive themselves and are capable of hiding gene 
expressions that otherwise would be observable.  For example, spread which is epistatic dominant, 
produces a solid colored bird which would otherwise be checked, barred or barless.  The epistasis of 
recessive red and recessive white hide the base colors - ash red, blue and brown. 
 
Linkage: 
Genes that are located on the same chromosome are consider linked.  That is, they tend to stay together 
when gametes (sperm or eggs) are produced.  The closer they are located on the chromosome to each 
other, the tighter their linkage and, higher probability that they will be transferred together to the next 
generation. 
 
To date we have developed knowledge of only two of the 40 pairs of chromosomes that pigeons have - 
the sex chromosome and the chromosome on which the pattern gene is located.  We know of three loci 
on this latter chromosome.  Very near, tightly linked, to the pattern locus is the position of the recessive 
opal mutation.  Somewhat more distant from the pattern locus is the site of the spread mutation. 
 
The sex chromosome has received much more study.  Five different mutation sites have been identified 
on the sex chromosome - almond, brown, dilute, reduced and web lethal.  With the exception of web 
lethal, all the others have had multiple alleles which mutated from the original wild type, un-mutated, 
condition.  We know that the almond and brown loci are fairly close together, tightly linked.  Dilute and 
reduced are also close together, but quite distant from almond and brown.  Web lethal is known to be on 
the sex chromosome, but its relative position is unknown. 
 
SEX-LINKED/AUTOSOMAL 
Above we touched on the known gene sites, loci, that have occurred on the sex chromosome of the 
pigeon, all the other identified genes have occurred on chromosomes other than the sex chromosome, 
known as the autosomes.  Of the 65 mutants identified in Hollander's "Origins and Excursions in Pigeon 
Genetics" only 9 were found to be sex-linked.  (More mutations have been identified in the decades 
since these were published in 1983, but no new loci have been identified to be on either the sex 
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chromosome, or the one on which the pattern gene is located.)  All these other known mutations reside 
on chromosomes other than the sex chromosome, they are autosomal.  Autosomal genes always have 
two possibilities, one gene from each of the parents on their respectively contributed chromosomes to 
the sperm and egg.  This is not like sex-linked traits where cocks have two potentials and hens have only 
one. 
 
WHERE FROM HERE? 
With a working understanding of the above concepts one is able to go deeper into the study of specific 
pigeon genetic traits and open up an enlightened horizon within the loft.  You want to bring in a new 
trait into your family or breed?  Research the genetics of the specific project you are interested in.  
Recognizing how it is inherited - dominant/recessive, sex-linked/autosomal, single gene/multiple gene 
and understanding probabilities of the desired combinations - will allow you to develop a project plan 
which will efficiently get you to the desired end.   
 
With few exceptions, I intentionally did not go into specific details on the genetics of the assorted 
mutants we have in our pigeon hobby.  Those can be found in many different publications and web sites.  
But, they all are governed by the same basics presented above.  Grasp these concepts and the rest will 
begin to fall in place. 
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Pigeons a Clue Negev was Once Green 

by Dave Aeilts | May 4, 2018 | 

 

Pigeons in Shivta (Credit: JewishPress.com) 

So Isaac settled in Gerar [in the northern Negev] . . . and Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the 
same year a hundredfold. The Lord blessed him, . . . – Genesis 26:6,12 (ESV) 

Nowadays, we consider much of the Middle East to be desert. However, researchers are learning this 
may not have always been so. The climates of lands described in the Bible may have looked very 
different had we seen them with our own eyes. 

As recently as AD 600, Israel’s Negev may have produced abundant grain and fruit crops, according to 
an article in JewishPress.com. Archaeologists are studying 1,500-year-old pigeon towers. These “coops” 
were dug up in what is today a desert area where protein would bring a premium; but the birds were not 
bred for meat. They were “kept” for their droppings. 

Drs. Nimrod Marom, Prof. Bar-oz and Dr. Yotam Tepper of the University of Haifa, together with Dr. 
Baruch of the Volcani Institute, studied pigeon bones found in coops. They concluded that the size of 
the birds as well as the nesting materials and their proximity to farmland points toward fertilizer 
production as the primary goal of this industry. 

According to JewishPress, pigeon droppings are prized for their phosphorus, potassium and nitrogen 
content. These are nutrients crucial to crop production. Pigeon droppings are still used in some Middle 
Eastern cultures to improve soil fertility. 
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Ancient pigeon bones. (Credit: University of Haifa/JewishPress.com) 

The scholars, who are affiliated with the Zinman Institute of Archaeology, had the opportunity to 
examine well-preserved bones of birds in a single pigeon flock housed in a tower that had tipped over. 
Because of their small size, they determined the pigeons were not bred to be eaten. 

“In addition, the coop’s location, in an agricultural area and away from the settlements, strengthens the 
hypothesis that the pigeons were grown in the coops to produce high quality manure intended to 
improve the loess soil of the desert,” the researchers concluded.” In other words, what was is now desert 
may once have been green and growing. 

This research was recently published in the journal PlosOne. 

The following words in the in the Old Testament, attributed to the Hebrew prophet Ezekiel who lived in 
the 6th Century BC told us at least part of the Negeb (Negev) was forested in his day. 

Son of man, set your face toward the southland; preach against the south, and prophesy against the 
forest land in the Negeb. Say to the forest of the Negeb, Hear the word of the Lord: Thus says the Lord 
God, Behold, I will kindle a fire in you, and it shall devour every green tree in you and every dry tree. 
The blazing flame shall not be quenched, and all faces from south to north shall be scorched by it. All 
flesh shall see that I the Lord have kindled it; it shall not be quenched.—Ezekiel 20:46-48 

Forests are absent from the Negev today. According to this passage, says WDN.com, the forests may 
have disappeared from the Negev in a fire that resulted from God’s judgement. 
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Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler 

NPA Newsletter Spring 2018 

 
The answers to the Spring 2018 Pedigree Puzzler are: 

The sex of NPA 1776-17 must be                  _____COCK____ 

The eye color of NPA 1620-16 must be    _______ORANGE____________ 

The feather color of NPA 1630-16 must be    ____YELLOW___________ 

The pattern of the NPA 1443-14 must be    ______T-CHECK___________  

The eye color of the NPA 1456-14 must be    _____ORANGE ____________ 

The pattern of NPA 1377-13 must be   _________ T-CHECK ____________ 

The sex of NPA 1388-13 must be               _______HEN__________________ 
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Pigeon Crossword Puzzle 
MSPA Spring 2018 

 
 
ACROSS 
1 shows serial number & year 
2 one-way door 
5 container for nest 
6 basic vocalization 
10 classic fancy breed 
11 popular acrobatic pigeon 
16 a closely knit flock of flyers 
18 perennial illness concern 
19 formal expo 
20 all breed national organization 
21 classic all-white show pigeon 
22 a place to spend time 
 
 
 
 
 

DOWN 
1 most basic wild-type pattern 
3 a granulated processed feed 
4 head concealed by hood 
7 the distinctive kinds of pigeons 
8 highly competitive homers 
9 compensates for absence of teeth 
12 another name for coop 
13 corn, wheat, milo, etc. 
14 British term for band 
15 youngsters must eat on their own 
17 another name for loft 
18 genetically dominant pattern 
23 produced by hens only 
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Minnesota State Pigeon Association 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

 
Date: ____/_____/______          New (   )     Renewal (  ) 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
  
Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip Code: _______________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: (____) _____-_________ Cell Number: (____) _____-_________ 
 
E-mail Address: ____________________________________ 
 
Bulletin Option:  (   ) Read on MSPA web site,  (   ) E-mail,  (   ) Postal Delivery 
  
Membership Options and Dues:   
 
Individual (  ) $10.00  
 
Family       (  ) $15.00 
 
Junior       (  )   $5.00 
 
Please note: The membership year is January 1st to December 31st. Any new memberships received after 
November 1st will be applied to the following year unless specific instructions are provided to apply the dues to 
the current year. 

 
Mail to: 

Patti Dietzel 
MSPA Treasurer 
12355 134th Street 

Cologne, MN 
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Dove Breeders Alert!!! 
 

Mark down November 10, 2018! Rhode's 
Pigeons will be Sponsoring a Dove meet at the 

North Star Classic! 
 

 
 

Please plan to show doves at the North Star Classic. 
 
 
Awards to be announced later but now is time to start thinking about which 
winners you want to bring. 
    
 
                                                         Thank You the Rhode Family  
Contact Information: 
Address: Mr. Bruce Rhode 
               P.O. Box 2 143 First Avenue N 
               Brownton, MN   55312 
E-mail:   rhodespigeons@yahoo.com 
Phone:    952-290-0900 
 


