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MSPA Official Newsletter 
Spring 2017 

 

Thanks to the efforts of our knowledgeable members this issue is again full of great articles and information about 

the pigeon hobby. If you have an idea for the newsletter or would like to contribute an article, please contact me at 

Pigeonprekker@hotmail.com 

I would welcome your input. 

 

The Electronic Newsletter Reminder! 
Due to the cost of postage and printing a high-quality newsletter, the MSPA Board of Directors has decided to 

make the quarterly newsletter available on the MSPA web site at http://www.minnesotastatepigeonassociation.com, 

under the Member Section tab. If you are a member that doesn’t have internet access, you can view the newsletter 

at your local library or request a mailed copy at: MSPA Newsletter, 21500 201
st
 Street NW, Big Lake, MN 

55309 or call (612)889-2945. Prior to the posting of every Newsletter, a postcard will be sent to each member 

alerting him/her to the availability of the new on-line Newsletter. For the time being no password is necessary to 

view the “Membership Section” of the web site. An archive of past newsletters will also be available on the MSPA 

web site. The Newsletter can be downloaded or printed from the web site if the member desires a hard copy. If you 

have already notified me of your desire to receive the Newsletter via conventional mail, there is no need to 

notify me again, I will mail your copy! 

 

           IF YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CHANGES PLEASE NOTIFY US! 
 

.   Notice of MSPA Swaps and Upcoming Events 
 Submitted by – Kathy Rhode 

 

 

 
Is proud to announce: 

 

Summer Lawn Show and Potluck 

 

Saturday, July 29, 2017 

McLeod County Fairgrounds Pavilion  

Meeting will start 11AM 

Lawn Show will start at 12PM 

Potluck will start following the meeting. 

 

Please come join us for some fellowship, food and fabulous birds. 

 

This year the Minnesota State Pigeon Association would like to invite all 4-H members who raise pigeons or 

have any interest in Pigeons to attend.  Please bring your favorite Pigeons or Doves to show.    This will be a 

time to spend with some of the best pigeon breeders in the state. 

 

mailto:Pigeonprekker@hotmail.com


 2 

 
 

Officers’ Reports 

 

A Message from our President 
Submitted by - Bruce Rhode 

  

First of all, thank you to all who helped with set-up and tear down and operations at the club swap on Saturday 

April 29th. 

 I also want to say a special thanks to Paul Lipinski for all his work with the Board of Animal Health on the bird 

disease issues, and help making sure we can hold the North Star classic. 

 The clubs next meeting is the summer lawn show and Picnic. This is a free show and Pot luck meal and this year it 

is being held at the Hutchinson, MN fairgrounds. It will be in the big pavilion in the center of the fair grounds on 

July 29. We are inviting all 4H'ers to attend, so they can get a feel for showing. Tim Kvidera is going to but on a 

showmanship seminar and Don Steinbruckner has agreed to judge. Please spread the word as this should be a great 

day for our entire Club. 

 The Time has come to get your Premium book ads ordered.  The three colored ads are 50 dollars each, a full page 

ad is 35 dollars, and a half page ad is 20 dollars. The money raised by the ads help defray the cost of the show 

report. Without this revenue we can’t afford to keep sending one out. So, please help your club and buy an ad, or 

better yet, go out and sell an ad.  Please send all ads and ideas to me at; Bruce Rhode  P.O. Box 2  Brownton, MN. 

55312. 

 The club had a trailer and some cooping stolen this winter! With the help of Insurance and work by some club 

members we have replaced all that was lost. We have even purchased more cooping and the replacement trailer is 

bigger, so thing are looking good. 

 We talked about the club ordering bands from the NPA but this was voted down because the club saw little 

evidence of member support for the work required.  If you think we should be in the band business you have to 

speak up quickly but you also have to be willing to help. We would need someone to coordinate the purchasing of 

the bands because we would need to order minimum numbers.  We would also need someone to keep track of who 

got which numbered bands. 

 The club needs to make more rolling boxes for the new cooping Help would be greatly appreciated. The original 

boxes where made by Rick Opatrny and have worked fantastic. Now we need more and to make some shelving in 

one trailer so maybe we can hold a work shop and get this done. More on this topic to come at a later date. 
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 Thanks To Paul Lipinski for helping to promote the Northstar Classic. We are planning to have another 1000 bird 

plus show.  If you are a member of any specialty club try to get them to show with us at the Northstar! If you have 

any special awards you want to sponsor please let Paul or I know.  Now is the time to make this a great show.         

  Now on a more personal note; I have been President for a year and a half. We have put on every meeting, held 

every show, put out great bulletins, and held many swaps. We did all that through the big health scare that has 

finally died down. So where have you all been?  Our average attendance at the meeting is the board of directors and 

one or two members at large. If you have ideas, we need to hear from you! I know life is busy, I had one once. So 

make a little effort and help us PLEASE, this is your club. 

 

                     

1
st
 Vice President's Message 

Submitted by - Tim Kvidera  

Hard to believe that we are already into May. It has been a year that has had a lot happening in the Kvidera family 

causing the birds to be put on a lower priority than most years. Did finally get the last of the pairs put together by 

May first. Many of the others were up to a month, or more, prior to that so I do have a few youngsters banded.  

Many of you probably have heard the MSPA suffered the theft of one of our trailers and the cooping therein a few 

months back. We got a nice insurance settlement which has allowed us to purchase more new cooping than we had 

previously planned and through the efforts of the Dietzel's have found and purchased a replacement trailer with is 

an upgrade to the one lost.  

There have been a lot of favorable comments on the nice bulletins that Ardy has been putting out. Thanks to those 

who have contributed material and to Ardy for compiling it into a informative group of bulletins. Another group of 

comments over the past years "complained" of lack of club meetings and activities. Bruce has done a great job in 

ensuring that we have had regularly scheduled meetings and this spring we have had two swaps. I have been 

disappointed in the membership attendance levels at these activities. The membership meetings have been 

essentially MSPA Board meetings with one or two members who are not officers present. This last meeting we set 

a current administration record with three non-officers there. What do we need to do to improve the membership 

attendance? This is your club. We need your input to ensure we are providing what the members want.  

Hope that you all are having a great breeding season and band some winners! 

MSPA Treasurer’s Report 

Executive Summary current through May 10, 2017 
Respectfully submitted by - Patti Dietzel, Treasurer 

 

Account Information Minnesota State Pigeon Association Trust Checking & Savings Accounts: 

Business Checking: 

$3,710.68 

Pending Withdrawals/ Debits $ 120.0 

Pending Deposits/ Credits $ 0.00 

Available Balance $3,590.68 

 

Account Information Minnesota State Pigeon Association Trust Savings Account: 

Business Market Rate Savings 

$2,101.02 

Pending Withdrawals/ Debits $0.00 

Available Balance $2,101.02 

 

Total: $5691.70 
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Young Bird Sickness, the Big Three 
                             By Frank McLaughlin McLaughlin Lofts 

Frank @Mc LaughlinLofts.com 

 

Over the last ten years we have been hearing about young bird sickness as a general condition that affects birds at 

some point during the first six months of their lives.  I will try to explain the three possible afflictions of young bird 

sickness and offer some insight on how we can limit and control these problems.  In a later article I will address 

PMV, Salmonella and Pox, which are also young bird problems but do not fall under the category of young bird 

sickness.  

 

What are the signs of young bird sickness?  Upchucking, filling up with water, loss of appetite, cheesy lines inside 

the mouth with crusty yellow formations around the outside of the mouth, weight loss, sleepy eyes, greenish 

droppings, not digesting feed and watery droppings.  These ailments lead to losses, death and in many cases a 

pigeon that will never ever amount to much of anything.  

Let me start with the young bird sickness of all sicknesses…. circovirus.  Circovirus has been called the pigeon 

AIDS virus.  A pigeon’s immune system is weakened and compromised to the point that other secondary infections 

run wild.  Whether circovirus kills by causing secondary infections or actually destroys the pigeon on its own is in 

question.  My belief is that circovirus may comprise and weaken the immune system but also causes its own set of 

symptoms and nothing can cure or help the pigeon.  

 

Once introduced to the flock, circovirus causes the pigeons to drink excessively and fill the crop with large volumes 

of water.  Why all the water?  That is a good question. Excessive water intake could be to quench a fever or 

alleviate a digestive system irritation.  It could also be due to dehydration since organs (such as kidneys) are failing 

along with the lower intestine not doing its job.  Circovirus does not only cause secondary infections because 

pigeons stricken with Circo all have the same symptoms.  Circo has its own infection process that destroys the 

pigeon.  Once the pigeon is infected with circovirus the chances of recovery are at about 1 in 100.  

 

When a youngster seems lethargic, is not eating well, is a little thin and acting slightly slower than the rest of the 

pigeons, check the bird for a full crop of water.  If this sickly pigeon is blown up with water you probably have 

Circo virus in the loft.  Where does Circo come from?  Some pigeons carry the virus and under extreme stress will 

either show symptoms or shed the virus and infect others.  Perhaps the carriers do not get the disease but only shed 

the virus.  No one at this point knows for sure.  What I do know is that a thin youngster, leaning slightly forward 

with a crop filled to the brim with water is not going to recover no matter what you do for it.  The occasional 

youngster can recover but that pigeon may be a carrier of circovirus.  Later in this article I will explain what to do 

to help with this major young bird sickness.  Having some very low concentration electrolytes in the water will help 

some with dehydration.  

 

The second young bird sickness is adenovirus.  Adeno this and Adeno that. Adeno has been the catch phrase 

everyone uses when their babies are upchucking grain, acting lethargic, do not want to fly, have greenish drop-

pings and a small percentage of deaths.  Pigeons with either Adeno virus or an E.coli infection digest feed very 

slowly.  If you notice feed in the crop the morning after feeding the pigeons they are suffering from one of the two 

conditions.  I do believe that Adenovirus is a real problem and there are possibly many variations or strains of 

adenovirus.  In most cases when the pigeons are showing the above symptoms (upchucking, etc.) they are battling 

an E. coli issue.  What does a hot strain of E. coli cause?  Symptoms include upchucking, greenish droppings, 

acting lethargic, not wanting to exercise, slow digestion and heavy losses.  

 

In most cases when a fancier believes it is adenovirus, it is probably a fairly lethal E. coli infecting the pigeons.  

Administering an antibiotic like Amoxicillin usually results in quick improvement.  If the pigeons improve quickly 

(i.e. they are back to normal within a week) you are likely dealing with E. coli.  There is also the possibility that the 

pigeons have the adenovirus and E. coli as a secondary infection. In this case, antibiotics treat the secondary 

infection of E. coli.  The pigeons look better with treatment but once treatment stops there is a longer period before 

the pigeons go back to normal when afflicted with adenovirus.  You may also find that others get sick shortly after 
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the treatment.  If the birds are not looking super 10 days after antibiotic treatment the adeno must run its course and 

it may take 2-3 weeks for the pigeons to fully recover.  Some never quite recover until the end of the season.  

 

Where does adenovirus come from?  Adeno, like circovirus, is carried by some pigeons.  With the addition of 

stress, high heat and an over-loaded truck full of young birds, adenovirus spreads quickly and infects many.  Some 

fanciers believe that the young must eat the upchucked feed of other infected pigeons but this is not the case.  

Adenovirus can spread by air or water.  I will look at adenovirus treatment options later in the article.  

 

The third deadly and least understood virus that infects young birds is Herpes virus.  Most adult pigeons carry the 

Herpes virus.  Therefore, at some point they were exposed but never exhibited symptoms.  My recommendation is 

to expose your youngsters to Herpes virus when they are under the least amount of stress possible.  I keep old 

droppers in with my youngsters.  These droppers have lived year after year with the youngsters and have most 

likely been exposed to Herpes virus many times.   The same droppers have lived through two convention races so 

they have seen it all.  

 

When the babies are very young they are not affected by these viral diseases.  You may ask…why do young in the 

nest seem to never have a problem with any of these viral diseases? The answer is quite simple.  When the babies 

hatch they are passed immunity to the viruses from their parents.  They receive immunity from both the egg and 

crop milk.  Immunity is short lived and wears off in six weeks to six months.  After this time the babies can become 

ill with the so called young bird sicknesses.  

 

Getting back to Herpes virus and exposure.  By placing the babies with old birds in the young bird loft the babies 

get exposure to Herpes while they have little to no stress.  They are exposed to and build an immunity to Herpes.  

Should they get exposed again later when under stress the babies will not be affected.  If your young were never 

exposed then later are exposed under stress they can show visible signs of Herpes.  

 

What are the signs of Herpes?  Herpes virus causes the pigeons to have greasy wattles, thin cheesy looking lines 

inside the mouth, watery sleepy eyes, heads pulled in somewhat, light crust around the beak along with weight loss.  

Herpes infected young seem to have respiratory problems and canker but this canker looking substance may be a 

fungus of some sort.  This substance in the mouth is light colored and could be all over the mouth and tongue.  

The respiratory disease that comes with Herpes tends to affect the head more than the lungs.  However, a noticeable 

straining of breathing can be seen in the wind pipe so the lungs are affected to a lesser extent.  Herpes causes 

respiratory symptoms along with an overall sick, listless pigeon.  Not all recover but some do. It is unclear if a 

pigeon that recovers from Herpes ever amounts to any-thing.  A pigeon that does recover from Herpes may suffer 

fertility problems or general weakness with lack of vitality.  

 

Herpes, like adeno and circovirus, causes a pigeon to act slightly slower and less responsive than the rest of the 

flock.  This slightly slower motion is hard to notice for some.  Healthy pigeons have sharp crisp decisive 

movements.  With experience it is easy to see the sick pigeon just by the movements of the entire group in the loft.  

I can now glance at a pen of pigeons and within seconds notice a pigeon with a problem.  Receiving and exporting 

over 1000 pigeons each year to the Million Dollar Race in South Africa has honed my skills.  Spending every day 

of my life with pigeons has also helped me to observe subtle issues.  Noticing a problem when the symptoms are 

very discreet will help you get a jump on a sickness.  Herpes virus causes a set of secondary infections but I am not 

sure that treating the secondary infections gives much help to the pigeon.  If a pigeon with Herpes Virus is treated 

in the first couple days after the onset of the symptoms the pigeon has a greater chance of survival.  Treating for 

canker and respiratory is worth trying but once the pigeon reaches the point of looking really sick, nothing is going 

to help very much.  

 

What Can We Do?  

For many years fanciers have been tossing every antibiotic imaginable at the sick youngsters with little to no 

success.   When dealing with virus problems, antibiotics are useless.  Only Adenovirus which causes E. coli to run 

wild will be helped by antibiotics.  If you have Circo or Herpes virus you are wasting time and money on 
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antibiotics.  The antibiotics will not help the Circo or Herpes virus and do not show much promise on the secondary 

infections.  

 

What Can Help With Young Bird Sickness?  

One suggestion is to keep your youngsters on either a deep litter system or on grates.  The deep litter system tends 

to strengthen the immune system before the virus problems start see my article "An Immune System is a Terrible 

Thing to Waste’’.  

(http://www.mclaughlinlofts.com/upoads/2013_An_Immuneb_System_is_a_Terrible_Thing_to_Waste_ Rob-

in_Proof.pdf)  

  

Fanciers that dealt with young bird sickness in the past have found that a deep litter is a positive thing and lessens 

the incidence of young bird sickness.  If you are exporting pigeons or have a one loft race, grates may be better so 

the pigeons are not exposed to droppings or soiled grain.  When mixing pigeons from many lofts you will find that 

pigeons that have traveled under the most stress will be the first to contact and exhibit symptoms of a young bird 

sickness. I use an all in/all out principle for my Million Dollar exporting and do not mix groups of pigeons.  I 

recommend filling a pen and keeping them as a group.  Be careful not to contaminate section to section or pen to 

pen. Foot baths and constant sanitation will help.  

 

For the fancier that is dealing with his or her own team of pigeons there are several ways to lessen the chances of 

young bird sickness.  For starters, vaccinate for PMV when the pigeons are weaned.  At this time I also recommend 

spraying with Pyrethrum for parasites. One week later vaccinate for Salmonella.  These two vaccinations will boost 

the immune system while the young pigeons are still carrying some parental immunity.  Three weeks after the first 

PMV vaccine, vaccinate a second time.  Three weeks after the first salmonella injection, vaccinate for a second 

time.  The pigeon is now 52 days old and has been vaccinated four times.  The immune system has been placed on 

high alert from the vaccinations and the immune system will be more likely to fight other problems when needed.  

At weaning, the youngsters should have some old birds living in the young bird section so they are also exposed to 

Herpes virus.  As I mentioned earlier, Herpes virus is not going to be much of a problem for the super healthy, 

stress-free youngsters.  

 

During the first 52 days of life worm the pigeons to eliminate the possible stress that can be caused by worms.  Do 

not overcrowd and make sure that the young have every possible mineral in front of them.  Nothing causes 

weakness faster in pigeons than lack of minerals.  To see what I use for minerals you can watch my mineral video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=diWXJ3u8yqE&feature=youtu.be  

 

Keep the young bird loft completely dry and use deep litter that is changed after the worming.  Plenty of air 

movement and ventilation is very important.  Sunlight is also critical.  The more air, sun, minerals, quality grain 

and pellets the better during the first six months of the pigeon’s life.  Minerals are actually more important than the 

type and quality of the feed. 

  

If you are dealing with your own personal young bird team I suggest using a deep litter of wood pellets. These are 

the same wood pellets sold as Pellet Fuel for pellet burning stoves.  A 40 pound bag costs about $4.50 and covers 

25 square feet.  

If you have taken care of the vaccinations, minerals, dryness, sun light, and ventilation along with parasites and 

worms, your young should be just fine.  Sometimes, however, no matter how hard we try there will be a problem.  

Do not forget external parasites cause stress.  This is an easy fix.  

 

What Helps Once a Problem Starts?  

There will be a day when you enter the loft and realize you are dealing with one of the young bird sicknesses or 

worse yet a combination as described above.  The first step would be to start Amoxicillin and hope you are dealing 

with adenovirus or just a hot strain of E. coli.   Amoxicillin 10% can be purchased at any of the pigeon supply 

houses.  You should always have a container on hand.  Remove the sick youngsters, clean and sanitize the loft and 

start a flock treatment.  It is helpful if you can place the affected young in a sick bay on wire for treatment.  
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In this great pigeon sport of ours the old timers instruct “one teaspoon to the gallon” no matter what the antibiotic.  

This has been the accepted dose for nearly everything.  What I do know for sure is that one teaspoon to the gallon 

of amoxicillin 10% is too low of a dose.  I would use two to three teaspoons to the gallon.  Amoxicillin is very safe 

and effective.  I have used massive doses of amoxicillin to save a pigeon that was at death’s door.  A dose of 

500mg of Amoxicillin mixed with an ounce of water and syringed down the throat may even save an old pigeon 

experiencing adeno type 2.  You have to catch this in the first few hours of the start of the symptoms to save the 

pigeon.  

 

Give at least two teaspoons to the gallon of Amoxicillin for five days as a test.  If the pigeons look better you can 

continue the dose for five more days followed by a probiotic.  If after five days there is no improvement you can 

stop the amoxicillin and go onto the next product.  You are dealing with one of the viral young bird sicknesses if 

the amoxicillin has not effect. 

  

The next product to try is a great disinfectant made by Dupont called Virkon S.  To learn about Virkon S and the 

possibilities please see Secret 1. http://www.mclaughlinlofts.com/Secrets_.html   The Virkon S helps stop the 

spread of the viral infections and has a positive effect on the pigeons.  Why and how it works is not exactly known.  

The Virkon S may eliminate canker and also helps knockout the cheesy white substance in the pigeon’s mouth 

found with Herpes.  Virkon S also seems to have a positive effect on the upper respiratory tract and will help 

reduce swelling in the intestine.  Some fanciers experience an immediate health improvement when using Virkon S.  

Other fanciers have had less luck.  Virkon S at ¾ teaspoon to the gallon is worth a try for ten days.  Continue to 

clean and sanitize with Virkon S and remove sick youngsters.  Mix fresh solutions of Virkon S daily.  

There will be deaths with Herpes and circovirus.  If your pigeons are extremely healthy before the start of the 

young bird sickness your death count should be low and the problem will run its course relatively fast with the 

Virkon S in the water.  If your pigeons are kept in less than optimal conditions, are mineral deficient and 

overcrowded, the death count will be high.  Be consistent with your cleaning and sanitizing during the sickness.  

Once the problem is over you will want to give outstanding care and probiotics for several days.  You will notice a 

decrease in water consumption when the problem is ending.  The pigeons need a couple weeks after the visible 

symptoms subside to fully recover before you can start the exercising process again.   

One more product that McLaughlin Lofts uses, 4-5 days per week all spring and summer is Van Beek’s Avian 

Solution.   This is a natural product made from an Oregano ex-tract.  It works as well as the antibiotics and seems to 

help young bird sickness from striking and or spreading in the first place.  This product may also offer some sort of 

immune system boost.  See Secret 25. http://www.mclaughlin lofts.com/Secrets_.html    The Million Dollar 

Pigeons that arrive at our lofts for export to South Africa are on the Avian Solution every day for the entire export  

season.   

I hope this article is helpful and offers a few possibilities in controlling, preventing and dealing with young bird 

sicknesses.  Sooner or later the sickness will come so hopefully you will be ready to deal with the problems.  
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Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler 
MSPA Newsletter Spring 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To check your answer, go to 20. 

 

 

 

A. Blue Bar WF 

Pearl Eyes 
Cock 

B. Blue Bar Grizzle 

Orange Eyes 
Hen 

X. Recessive Red WF 

Pearl Eyes 
Cock 

C. Blue Barless Self 

  Orange Eyes 
Cock 

D. Red Check WF 

Orange Eyes 
Hen 

Y. Blue Bar Self 

Pearl Eyes 
Hen 

Z. Blue Check WF 

Pearl Eyes 
Hen 

From among the three individuals X, Y, and Z depicted in the pedigree above, one or more 

is a genetic impossibility in the sense that it cannot be the offspring of the specific parents 
indicated in the pedigree.  Therefore, the pedigree cannot be valid.  

To solve the puzzle, you need to answer two questions:  

1.  Which one or more among X, Y, and Z is the genetic impossibility?   

2.  Why is that one or more genetically impossible? 
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An Immune System is a Terrible Thing to Waste 
By Frank McLaughlin  

 

How many in the sport realize that we are dealing with pigeons? Yes, they are pigeons, a very hardy and 

resistant creature that has millions of years of evolution behind it. I usually have to laugh when I hear how 

fanciers are treating their pigeons like they have the constitution of butterflies. Some fanciers worry that one 

missed-step will lead to disaster. My top breeding pigeons are allowed into uncovered flight pens every day of 

the year. From snow storms to torrential rain the pigeons go into pens whenever they choose.  

Let us now look at the immune system of a pigeon. Genetics provides the quality of the immune system. 

However, exposure to bacteria, fungus and virus enhances and improves the immune system. Pigeons that 

have never been mixed with others from different lofts, drink from sanitized drinkers and live in a 

continuously scraped and disinfected lofts, are the very first to get sick when ex-posed to pathogens.  

 

Many fanciers feel that soaking the drinkers in bleach water daily is the secret to success. If your pigeons are 

healthy then you are doing your flock a big disservice by continually sanitizing the drinkers. I am all for 

changing water regularly even twice daily but I am not for scrubbing and sanitizing the drinkers. As long as 

the pigeons are healthy let the slime and film build up a bit on the inside of the drinkers. This type of friendly 

harmless bacteria living in the drinkers can only be a positive boost to the pigeon’s immune system. My 

drinkers in the open flight pens will even grow a layer of algae inside. Algae are nature’s filtration system and 

this filtration system can live within the drinkers. Please do not get me wrong. I would never allow my 

pigeons to drink from soiled water. I change water all the time. The water is always sparkling clean but the 

drinkers are only sanitized occasionally.  

 

You have heard the expression, “if it is not broke do not fix it”. This applies to our pigeons. If you have super 

health you can enhance health by increasing the exposure to mild harmless forms of bacteria by rinsing and 

rarely sanitizing the drinkers. If your pigeons do have a serious health problem you must sanitize and disinfect 

the drinkers and loft until the problem is under control. We here at McLaughlin Lofts are into July and the 

pigeons have been paired since February. I only sanitized the drinkers once so far this breeding season 

because I was getting visitors. It makes more sense to just wipe the drinkers out with a paper towel and refill. 

Your healthy pigeons will be better for it.  

 

We can build a stronger and better immune system in our pigeons. Mother Nature has given us this creature 

with an incredible immune system and I will now show you how to create a highly resistant pigeon. We can 

also enhance the immune system in many ways.

 

Mixing Pigeons from many places and lofts….  

If you like to race and enter one loft races you want your pigeons to have exposure to as many variations of 

bacteria and viruses as possible at the home loft. My suggestion would be to bring in pigeons from different 

parts of the country. Also bring in a few pigeons from Europe and bring in some pigeons that raced in major 

one loft races. The variation of pathogens found in one loft race pigeons when the pigeons have been housed 

with thou-sands from around the globe is endless. This biological soup of bacteria and viruses from different 

lands and lofts will start you on the road to a resistant flock. The pigeons that remain healthy when exposed to 

this assortment of pathogens will also help your flock.  

 

When you first mix in these pigeons from different lands and lofts you may have problems. A neutral e-coli 

strain found in one loft may have serious health effects within another loft. If you mix pigeons from many 

different lofts, some pigeons will get sick. Most will be just fine and their immune system will compensate 

and fight the new strains of pathogens they now are exposed to. My suggestion would be to try to keep your 

pigeons healthy with natural products. You may lose some but the strong will survive and it is the strong that 

we want. I insure they are nutritionally complete. An oregano product may work as well as an antibiotic 

without causing resistant bacteria. Apple cider vinegar, pro-biotics and prebiotics, garlic, etc. can all help with 
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building a highly resistant loft of pigeons. You are not going to achieve a highly resistant flock if there is 

nothing that the pigeons need to become highly resistant to. The mixing of many pigeons from many lofts and 

lands will create a biological soup of many variations of pathogens which eventually leads to a highly 

resistant flock. Excessive use of medications will certainly slow the process to a highly resistant flock.  

 

Parents pass this immunity to their young….  

Keep in mind that just because pigeons do not breast feed their young they still pass on immunity in pigeon 

milk. When your pigeons are exposed to this extensive biological soup of pathogens and are immune to these 

pathogens, they pass this immunity to their young. Could these young have an advantage in One Loft Races? 

Absolutely. One loft managers will tell you that there are pigeons that arrive from the same lofts each year 

that develop health problems. It would not surprise me that the pigeons from the most sterile lofts, coming 

from a closed off family of pigeons have the most problems. I believe that the lofts with the most health 

problems are those that sanitize and disinfect the most. The reason they sanitize and disinfect is because of the 

health problems so this cycle keeps the pigeons from ever building a strong immune system.  

 

Vaccinate, Vaccinate, Vaccinate….  

The more you vaccinate the better the immune system and the more resistant the pigeons. The more you 

stimulate the immune system (vaccinations, exposure etc) the better the immune system and more ready the 

immune system becomes when it is time to fight a disease.  

 

It scares me when a fancier says they have never vaccinated their pigeons for PMV. Pigeons vaccinated 

regularly for PMV also pass this immunity on to the young in the nest. If PMV strikes a flock where many 

generations have been vaccinated, the virus may just cause some loose droppings and a drop in performance. 

If PMV strikes a flock that has never been vaccinated, the death count will be very high.  

 

Now to the Loft….  

If your pigeons are kept healthy with natural products, a deep litter system is the best system to enhance the 

immune system. Pigeons should be allowed to pick around in the deep litter and be continuously exposed to 

the normal gut bacteria in the droppings. This continuous exposure only enhances the immune system. The 

more the immune system is used the better it becomes. An example of this can be seen in teachers, doctors 

and nurses. They rarely catch the illnesses of their students or patients. 

  

Before going to the deep litter system you must make sure your pigeons are worm and parasite free. Wood 

pellets that are used in wood burning stoves are our favorite deep litter. Healthy pigeons that are kept in a 

deep litter will shine and be so very vibrant. They will also be less likely to get sick and the young will have 

much greater immunity coming out of the nest. If you are an entrant in one loft futurities the last thing you 

want is a pigeon that needs to be kept in ultra hygienic conditions to survive.  

 

Many years ago a US loft was having big success in One Loft Races. This loft was known for keeping the 

pigeons in an unsanitary state. Could the terrible conditions at the home loft give the pigeons an advantage 

when placed in the one loft race? Did these babies have a better immune system because they were able to 

survive in their own loft? I am not advocating deplorable conditions but if your pigeons have not been 

exposed to anything at home, what is going to happen when they are exposed to every-thing someplace else?  

 

Let us look at humans for example. Years ago before standards improved we could get sick by just drinking 

water in a foreign land. Our immune system was not used to the bacteria in the water. The natives were just 

fine be-cause their immune system had adapted to and took care of the bacteria in the water.  

 

Another example are kids with lack of exposure to many kids always have the most health issues going for-

ward. Play structures and preschool may cause some problems early on but will prevent many problems later 

on. Today parents do not let their kids roam and play in the dirt. The kids do not get into everything we used 

to get into. Hand sanitizer is now the norm. Heaven forbid the kids will be allowed to play on a farm and then 
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eat lunch without washing their hands. Again I am not saying be foolish with the kids. Just let them be around 

pets, pigeons, kids and animals. A strong healthy immune system takes care of us nearly 100% of the time. 40 

years ago we never heard of so many allergies, gluten allergies or food allergies in general. These issues have 

to be lifestyle related more than anything else. Our immune system is just not what it used to be because it is 

not challenged nearly as much as it used to be.  

 

This above advice can help you attain a highly resistant flock. The weak will eliminate themselves. Do not 

panic if one or two have a health problem. Separate out the problem and try to determine what the issue is. 

We do not treat the entire classroom if little Johnny is sick. Do not treat your entire young bird team if one is 

sick. Pigeons remain very healthy if they are not overcrowded, are parasite free and nutritionally complete. 

Minerals are the most important aspect of keeping pigeons nutritionally complete. Applying these principles 

over a period of time will increase your performance and the overall health of your pigeons.  

 

A well lit, well ventilated, and spacious loft is the big secret to health and success. More room and less 

pigeons will also increase health. Stress, nutritional deficiencies, lack of ventilation, lack of sunlight and 

overcrowding will cause a breakdown of the immune system which will lead to health problems. The 

healthier your pigeons, the stronger and more efficient is their immune system. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by MSPA member Steven Reese 
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1941: 3,000 Pigeons to Go Abroad 

By International Herald Tribune  

March 20, 2016 6:18 am March 20, 2016 6:18 am 

 
 

Credit IHT Archive 

Fear of breaking the United States neutrality law was neatly handled yesterday by 

Godfrey Haggard, British Consul General in New York, when he decided to send 3,000 

young American homing pigeons to ‘‘pigeon fanciers on the other side of the Atlantic’’ 

instead of to the Royal Air Force, for which they are intended. 

The situation arose as a result of a call issued jointly by the Committee to Defend 

America by Aiding the Allies and Thomas E. Black, president of the New York and New 

Jersey center of the American Racing Pigeon Union, for 3,000 young homing pigeons to 

be sent to Britain for use by the R.A.F. 

Two hundred pigeons were needed for shipment today. According to Mr. Black, who is a 

motorcycle policeman in Brooklyn, each British airplane carries two homing pigeons 

when it leaves its home base. When a plane is forced down the pigeons can be dispatched 

to its base with details of the position of the disabled craft. — New York Herald 

Tribune, March 21, 1941 

 

 

https://iht-retrospective.blogs.nytimes.com/author/international-herald-tribune/
https://iht-retrospective.blogs.nytimes.com/author/international-herald-tribune/
http://iht-retrospective.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/06/04/1940-u-s-urged-to-end-neutrality/
http://iht-retrospective.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/02/28/1941-british-planes-set-off-150-fires-in-cologne/
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Submitted By Ardy Prekker 
 

 
 

Two Indian Fantails in a Country Setting 
 

MSPA club member Mr. Richard Okeson has painted this beautiful oil painting of Indian 

Fantails. A limited number of prints of this painting are currently available as follows; 

 

11 X 15 Quality unmated print of two Indian Fantails in a country setting 

Limited edition signed and numbered prints.  $20.00 per print. 

 

Additional costs: 

Shipping and handling in the continental U.S. is $6.00, Shipping and handling to Canada 

is $12.50.  All prints are mailed via 1st class mail in a protective mailing tube. 

 

You can order a print by contacting me at Pigeonprekker@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Pigeonprekker@hotmail.com
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Antibiotic Free Racing and Breeding at McLaughlin Lofts 
By Frank McLaughlin  

 

Back in the mid 1970’s when I started racing pigeons we had very few choices for 

medication. I remember emtryl for canker and pipezine for worms. There was 

aureomycin, Sulmet and terrimycin for just about everything else. Once or twice each 

year we used the emtryl and wormed the pigeons at some point with the useless pipezine. 

I never had any use for aureomycin although I heard it was good for Paratyphoid 

(salmonella) and chronic respiratory disease. Sulmet always went unopened on the shelf.  

In the mid 70’s we all over-crowded the pigeons, fed a grain mix not much different than 

today, and gave a grit mix that is similar to the USA produced grit mixes that are still on 

the market. As we proceeded into the 1980’s fanciers with connections to Belgium started 

using products like Ridsol S, Baytil, sulfa spinoffs and Suanovil. These fanciers had 

success by getting nice antibiotic boosts and clear lungs.  

As we moved into the 1990’s many felt that “if a little is good, more must be better”. 

Instead of treating the pigeons several times during the year and a couple times during the 

race season, fanciers treated almost weekly during the race season, mixing all kinds of 

medication magic potions. The fanciers that had success continued with the medications 

and more fanciers fell into this way of thinking.  

The last 15 years brought about countless antibiotics and combinations of antibiotics that 

promised amazing benefits. Fanciers reached for a flock treatment at the first sign of 

illness in one sick pigeon. From the 1900’s through the 1970’s a pigeon with a weak 

immune system would not have survived a season and the weak genetics would be 

eliminated from the population. Now a weakened immune system is not a threat to a 

breeder or racer because health can be maintained from a bottle or powder in a bag.  

Over the last 25 years we have steadily allowed weak pigeon immune systems to survive 

and breed. We have also continued to propagate some highly resistant strains of bacteria. 

We have caused the pigeons to get weaker and the bacteria we fight against to get 

stronger. This evolution has come about because of the heavy and frequent use of 

antibiotics. Nature is supposed to work in synchronicity with both the ever evolving 

bacteria/virus and the pigeons’ immune system’s ability to combat the bacteria and virus. 

We fanciers have caused the immune systems of our pigeons to lag behind the bacteria or 

virus attacking them because of excessive antibiotic use.  

Another major mistake we have made during the last 25 years is to employ an extensive 

sanitation program. The weaker the pigeons the more fanciers tend to sanitize and clean. 

Waterers were soaked daily in bleach, lofts were scraped clean and sanitized constantly, 

acquired pigeons were quarantined for long periods of time and were rarely mixed. We 

continued to not only use excessive antibiotics but also failed to challenge the pigeon’s 

immune system because of excessive hygiene. Please see my article “An Immune System 

is a Terrible Thing to Waste”. The article addresses how to create and perpetuate a strong 

immune system and stronger pigeons.  

Currently in 2015 we have great racing pigeons with super endurance and speed but with 

weak constitutions. The slightest thing will throw the pigeons off form or lead to poor 

health. Some fanciers are leading the charge to change this. Super immune systems can 

be developed free of antibiotics and  
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thrive, breed and dominate on the race course. I have been working towards that goal for 

many years now and feel I am about there. I was quite shocked when I first heard that 

many of the top racing lofts in Belgium were also competing with all natural products. 

Antibiotics can lead to a few good races a season. Antibiotic free can lead to season long 

success.  

My suggestions and observations on how to achieve an extremely healthy loft will 

follow. I have found that if I do find canker or a respiratory problem in the pigeons it is 

always the new pigeons or children of recently purchased pigeons. In other words, the 

pigeons that display health problems are pigeons that have lived at McLaughlin Lofts for 

under one year.  

Many fanciers cannot believe that I have old breeding and racing pigeons that have only 

been vaccinated and wormed in their lifetime. If your breeding pigeons are healthy I feel 

that the only thing you need to do is vaccinate for PMV, salmonella and treat for worms. 

Do not forget about external parasites which can easily be eliminated with sprays or 

regular baths in Ivermectin Sheep Drench.  

Fanciers must be adamant to not cause the pigeon added stress because of worms or 

external parasites. These are easy to remedy but often neglected. Worm infestation and 

external parasites will lead to the other more serious health problems that we are trying to 

prevent.  

Keep in mind not to panic if you have a sick pigeon or two. No matter how hard you try 

something will get sick occasionally.  

First, vaccinating for both PMV and Salmonella when young and once a year for life is 

another step in the process of going antibiotic free. Second, buy pigeons from lofts that 

use very little antibiotics. Pigeons bought from heavy medication users are not going to 

thrive in your loft. It is tough to figure out who medicates and who does not. Do some 

homework and get a feel for what the fancier does and how his pigeons perform for 

others. Third, commit to natural health methods by using apple cider vinegar, oregano 

products, probiotics, fresh garlic and fructo-ogliosaccharides (prebiotics). Lastly, look at 

your loft to see if the building and the numbers kept in the building is conducive to 

natural health.  

Pigeons are nearly indestructible if they have space, air, sunlight, dryness and proper 

nutrition. If you have health problems like respiratory, canker, cocci, etc. and you provide 

you pigeons with all of the above you are working with weak immune systems. Pigeons 

will thrive and have excellent health if you provide the basics. There is nothing difficult 

here. Again, the basics are space, air, sunlight, dryness and proper nutrition. Proper 

nutrition includes multiple mineral sources.  

I once was under the impression you had to treat for canker and respiratory disease 

during the race season. As the years have gone by I found that you do not need to treat 

the pigeons during the racing season if you provide the basics (space, air, sunlight, 

dryness and proper nutrition). Do not forget the minerals which I feel are more important 

than the grain you feed. To see the minerals we use see my mineral video on my website 

www.mclaughlinlofts.com. We also use Jovati Minerals which is an all in one mixture 

sold by www.VitaKingProducts.com If you want to just use one mineral product that 

covers all the bases use the Jovati.  
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During the racing season, McLaughlin Lofts provides a few days of total rest if the 

pigeons look like they are starting to get run down a bit. There is nothing better than rest 

to put the pigeon’s entire system back in order. McLaughlin Lofts has not treated for 

coccidiosis in more than a decade. Stress, overwork, dampness, overcrowding, etc. will 

cause the coccidiosis count to go up. Rest, air, sunlight, space and proper nutrition will 

cause coccidiosis count to go down. The same applies for wet canker and respiratory 

issues. McLaughlin Lofts dominated this past old bird season racing some of the best 

pigeons in the USA without using one drop of antibiotics before or during the race 

season. The only thing we did before the race season was to vaccinate for salmonella and 

worm the pigeons. We did worm once during the race season. We will do the same before 

this coming old bird season and nothing else. Let us see how many years we can have 

excellent antibiotic free racing. The pigeons were not treated at all in 2014.  

There will be the occasional problem child in the group and treating that pigeon 

individually is the remedy of choice if you decide to treat at all. Do not worry that one 

sick pigeon is cause to treat the entire race team. Think of children in the classroom. 

There is always some child with an infection but the other children are perfectly healthy. 

If we placed every child in the classroom on antibiotics when one child was sick we 

would be not only be increasing the potency of the bacteria but also weakening the 

immune system of the children.  

At McLaughlin Lofts we will treat a sick pigeon individually if the pigeon is worth 

saving. Canker tablets, enrofloxin tablets and injectable antibiotics (LA 200) are all that 

are needed. Rarely should flock treatments be necessary. I cannot remember the last time 

we flock treated. It is quite difficult to stand by and lose pigeons to sickness. However, if 

you want to increase resistance to disease in your flock, it may be much better to lose a 

few weaklings than weaken the masses.  

I can guarantee that if you decide to build up your pigeon’s immune system in your own 

loft you should expect to lose more youngsters throughout the season. Survival of the 

fittest will cause the weak to fall behind and eventually be lost. You can have success 

with medicated youngsters but you are keeping the high performing weak immune 

systems which perpetuates generation after generation. The immune system may be 

weakening with each generation if you continue to medicate year after year.  

Pigeons have evolved over millions of years and have done just fine without our help. 

Notice the health and vitality of many wild pigeons that live under a bridge and eat who 

knows what. Survival of the fittest. I was watching some feral pigeons acting like top 

form widowers on cold rainy day by the ocean. How could they look so good on such a 

miserable day living off whatever they could find? It’s likely due to a super immune 

system. Many have lost a racer only to have the pigeon return after months of living wild. 

Next time this happens take a closer look at the color intensity in the eyes, the pink still 

throats and a redness of the feet. These are all signs of super health and this super health 

was achieved from living wild and having the immune system challenged over and over.  

Many champion fanciers claim that they let the basket do the selection. The basket will 

also do the selection on the weak immune systems should you decide to go antibiotic 

free.  

The sport now is challenged by young bird sicknesses that can nearly devastate our 

flocks. The weakened immune systems we have created over the last 30 generations have 

likely led to the big uptick in young bird disease. Perhaps over many more generations 

our pigeons will have less young bird sickness but we must try to limit antibiotics to 

achieve this goal.  
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I am proud to have both racing and breeding pigeons that have never been medicated in 

their lifetime. One should see my late bred 2014 pigeons that have only been vaccinated 

and wormed. They are magnificent. They have super health, feather, and white wattles 

buoyancy and are lifetime medication free.  

 

Show Preparation 

For both the Exhibitor and the Entries 

 

As presented by Tim Kvidera -Dakota County 4H 

 

Really is an every day process 
Good loft design 

Not crowded 

Proper amount of good feed 

Clean water 

Occasional bath 

Pest control 

Learn and understand the breed standards for your birds, each breed has its own 

 

Couple months before first show 
Select the bird/s that you want to show, or are the closest to the breed standard 

Handle birds and inspect feathers 

Pull any cut, broken, worn out or thoroughly soiled feathers with a twist and quick snap 

Pull any flights, tail feathers or muff feathers that have fret marks or mite holes  

If bird seems off in condition take appropriate steps to correct that 

Check toenails – clean and trim as needed 

Begin pen training to accustom the birds to what will happen to them at a show 

Send in your entry form before the entry deadline, making sure that it is properly filled 

out 

 

Week before the show 
Handle birds and inspect feathers to ensure that all the plucked feathers grew in properly 

If some did not, then need to determine if they should be left as is, trimmed or plucked  

Consider giving the birds a thorough washing 

Verify that they are free of external parasites, spray or dust as needed 

Pull or trim any foul feathers needed to improve markings, crest, etc. 

Trim beak or toenails as needed 

 

When boxing birds for the show 
Inspect to ensure birds are in good condition of both muscle and feather and free of 

external parasites 

Spot clean feathers as needed 
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When caging birds at the show 
Make sure that the birds survived transport to the show in good condition 

Spot clean feathers as needed 

Clean feet and band 

Ensure that birds have food and water as needed 

Make sure that the cage doors are closed 

 

During the show 
Relax 

Enjoy the show 

Visit with other exhibitors 

Check on your birds periodically 

Help steward birds, if needed during judging 

Express confidence that you know your birds and how to care for them 

Be prepared to answer judge’s questions regarding your birds 

Listen to the judge’s comments 

Learn 

 

After the show is over 
Carefully box your birds 

Make sure to take all yours, and none of others – check band numbers 

 

Once you are back home 
Remember that the show was an abnormal stress on the birds 

Be sure that they eat and drink well upon return 

Inspect to ensure they did not return with any external parasites picked up at the show 

Consider quarantining the show birds before returning them to the loft 

Watch them closely a week or more for any signs of illness or loss of form and correct as 

needed 
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Question??? 
 

Hi, MSPA members: 

     I don't have an article, but do have a question some of you may be able to provide an 

observational answer to? 

      We have 8 pair of Homers which are used for Fosters, for our Indian Fantails. Over 

the many years, it is apparent the Homers sit "tighter" and stay over their babies perhaps a 

full week longer, if not 10 days longer than Indian Fantails. 

     We live in Colorado. Nights stay cold here, even now, May 1st.  Cold enough to lose 

some pin feathering babies, which are under Indians, due to getting off their clutch too 

early. Homers protect. 

 

     Question: do any of you who raise other breeds experience this getting-off-too-early 

problem?  

    Are our Indians less active, aggressive at sitting, protecting their young, as your other 

breeds? 

 

Thanks, 

Garry Glissmeyer 

Colorado Springs, CO 

 

Please send responses to "Garry Glissmeyer" gwgliss@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gwgliss@gmail.com
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Answer to the Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler – 
 

1.  Which one or more among X, Y, and Z is the genetic impossibility?  

 The answer is:  Pigeon Z. 

2.  Why is that one or more genetically impossible? 

Pigeon Z is impossible because of her check pattern. Given the patterns of her (alleged) 

immediate ancestors, there is no way for Z to have come out with the check pattern.  Her 

dam (Y) is a Blue Bar Self, and therefore she could not have contributed a check allele to 

Z because, if she had one to contribute, she herself would be a check.  Because she is a 

bar, we know she is not carrying the check allele and could only pass on either the bar 

gene we know she has (because she is a bar phenotypically) or a barless gene which she 
should also have, assuming C is her true sire. 

Nor can Z’s check pattern be attributed to her (alleged) father X.  True – it is possible for 

a recessive red pigeon to be carrying the check gene in its genotype even though the 

check pattern would not be evident or “show through” the recessive red “cover” of its 

phenotype.  However, assuming that X’s parents A and B truly are his actual parents, we 

can safely conclude that this particular recessive red pigeon, X, is not carrying the check 

gene and therefore cannot be responsible for Z being a check.  More specifically, the fact 

that A and B are both bar pattern birds means that neither carries check and therefore 

neither could have given a check gene to X for him to pass on to Z.   Thus, if A and B 

truly are his folks, X simply cannot be the father of Z.  Z’s actual father must be some 

other cock bird in the pen that carries the check gene – a bird that is probably a checker 

himself.   

But can’t Z’s checker pattern be explained by the fact that her grand-dam on her mother’s 

side (D) is a check?  It is true that, because she herself is a check, D obviously has a 

check gene to pass on to her progeny, but she did not pass it on to Y because, if she had, 

Y would be a check rather than a bar.  In fact, if we assume that C and D are Y’s true 

parents, we can infer that D’s other pattern gene must be bar and that it is a copy of that 

very bar gene from D that has made Y a bar.   We can infer this with confidence because 

C is barless, which means that C has nothing but two barless alleles in his genotype and 

can therefore pass on nothing but barless when it comes to his contribution to the pattern 

inheritance of his offspring.  Therefore, the fact that Y is a bar cannot be credited to C; it 

can only be credited to D, and the only way that could happen is if D’s “other” pattern 

allele, relative to her obvious check allele, is the bar allele.  This is an example of how 

traits seen in offspring can reveal details of the genotypes of the parents when the 

phenotypes of the parents themselves are not informative.  Another example of this is 

that, because Y is pearl eyed, we can infer that both of her orange-eyed parents C and D 

must be carrying the pearl allele as their “other” eye color gene.  [For extra credit: Using 

the principle of inference from offspring to parents, determine the identity of each of the 
two alleles constituting pigeon B’s genetic makeup for eye color.] 

We have noted before that there really is no way to be 100% confident of the paternity of 

any birds raised in a community breeding loft situation.  [See Who’s Your Daddy, by T. 

Kvidera, MSPA Newsletter, Summer 2015, and A Comment on ‘Who’s Your Daddy’, by G. Peterson, in the 

Fall 2015 MSPA Newsletter.]  Even when the phenotypes of the offspring are logically 

consistent with the known genotypes of the parents of record, the possibility that the 

actual sire of any given youngster is a different cock in the pen cannot be categorically 

dismissed.  Given pigeons’ naturally strong inclination toward infidelity, the only way to 
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have 100% confidence in the validity of a pedigree is for the breeding to have been done 
in individual breeding compartments.  

 

Even the Pigeons Aid Organ Fund 

May 5, 1990 | Religious News Service 

It may not be pennies from heaven but it's as good as hard currency and biodegradable. 

Pigeon droppings. Trinity Episcopal Church in Hartford, Conn., is in the pigeon dropping 

and gathering business. It is selling 1,200 pounds of the organic and nitrogen-rich 

droppings deposited in the church's 90-foot bell tower. After state agricultural workers 

confirmed that the pigeon droppings were high-quality, the church started selling three-

pound bags of "Sign of the Dove" fertilizer for $3 each. 

 

Paging Dr. Pigeon; You’re Needed in Radiology 

By NICHOLAS BAKALARNOV. 24, 2015  

 
The pigeons' training environment at the University of Iowa included a food pellet 

dispenser, a touch-sensitive screen that projected medical images, and blue and yellow 

choice buttons on either side. Credit University of Iowa/Wassermann Lab  

Well, yes. Pigeons have excellent vision and, it turns out, can be trained to identify 

malignant and benign breast tumors pretty much as a radiologist or a pathologist would 

— by looking at a mammogram or a slide from a biopsy. 

http://articles.latimes.com/1990-05-05/news/vw-356_1_pigeon-droppings
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0141357
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0141357
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0141357
http://health.nytimes.com/health/guides/test/mammography/overview.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://health.nytimes.com/health/guides/test/biopsy/overview.html?inline=nyt-classifier
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Researchers at the University of Iowa and elsewhere experimented with 16 birds. All had 

participated in studies before, so presumably they knew the drill: They get food when 

they pick right, nothing when they pick wrong. Figure out what the nice people are 

looking for, or stay hungry. 

The scientists put the pigeons in little boxes with touch-sensitive monitors that showed 

slides of breast tissue. Then the scientists trained them to peck a blue rectangle when they 

saw benign tissue and a yellow one when the slide showed malignant tissue. 

In one experiment, the handlers gave the birds slides in color and black-and-white, and in 

varying degrees of magnification, randomly presenting benign and malignant tissue. In 

another, the pigeons were tested to see if, on a mammogram, they could discern 

calcifications, which are associated with cancer and which radiologists often find difficult 

to recognize.  

The pigeons were quick to learn to discriminate benign from malignant breast tissue in 

the first experiment, averaging 87 percent correct scores on slides they had trained with 

and 85 percent even with slides they had never seen. 

On the second test, they did just as well, learning to see subtle signs of calcifications with 

85 percent accuracy after two weeks of training. 

But they didn’t fare as well with the masses on the mammograms. Some were accurate 80 

percent of the time, others only 60 percent. One birdbrain never managed to do better 

than chance. 

Pigeons are not going to replace radiologists or pathologists anytime soon. But, the 

authors wrote, they may be useful as surrogates for human subjects in medical image 

perception studies because they can be used in repetitive ways that few people could 

tolerate. Pigeons may also be useful in exploring the effect of technical aspects of color 

parameters — for example, contrast and brightness — on the accuracy of perception. 
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Minnesota State Pigeon Association 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 
 

Date: ____/_____/______          New (   )     Renewal (  ) 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

  

Address: __________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip Code: _______________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: (____) _____-_________ Cell Number: (____) _____-_________ 

 

E-mail Address: ____________________________________ 

 

Bulletin Option:  (   ) Read on MSPA web site,  (   ) E-mail,  (   ) Postal Delivery 

  

Membership Options and Dues:   

 

Individual (  ) $10.00  

 

Family       (  ) $15.00 

 

Junior       (  )   $5.00 

 
Please note: The membership year is January 1

st
 to December 31

st
. Any new memberships received after 

November 1
st
 will be applied to the following year unles specific instructions are provided to apply the dues to the 

current year. 

 

Mail to: 
Patti Dietzel 

MSPA Treasurer 

12355 134
th

 Street 

Cologne, MN 


