
           MSPA Official Newsletter 
Spring 2016 

 
Thanks to the efforts of our knowledgeable members this issue is again full of great 
articles and information about the pigeon hobby. If you have an idea for the newsletter or 
would like to contribute an article, please contact us at MSPA@usa.com. We would 
welcome your input. 
 

The Electronic Newsletter Reminder! 
Due to the cost of postage and printing a high quality newsletter, the MSPA Board of 
Directors has decided to make the quarterly newsletter available on the MSPA web site. 
Over 93% of the current members have submitted e-mail addresses so we know that the 
bulk of our members have access to the internet. For the minority of members that don’t 
have internet access, they can view the newsletter at their local library or request a mailed 
copy at: MSPA Newsletter, 8108 291st Ave NW, Princeton, MN 55371 or call 
(612)889-2945. Prior to the posting of every Newsletter a postcard will be sent to each 
member alerting him/her to the availability of the new on-line Newsletter. For the time 
being no password is necessary to view the “Membership Section” of the web site. An 
archive of past newsletters will also be available on the MSPA web site. The Newsletter 
can be downloaded or printed from the web site if the member desires a hard copy. If you 
have already notified me of your desire to receive the Newsletter via conventional 
mail, there is no need to notify me again, I will mail your copy! 
 

Official Notice of MSPA Meeting 
 
The Minnesota State Pigeon Association will be holding a meeting May 21st at 11:00 am 
at the administration building on the McLeod County Fairgrounds, in Hutchinson, MN.                                   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come on!!! Open the doors to the meeting! It’s cold out here! 
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Officers’ Reports 

 
A Message from our President 

Submitted by - Bruce Rhode 
 
Hello everyone, first thing I want to Thank Ardy for his work as Treasurer. 
I also want to welcome Patti Dietzel in as a new Treasurer and Kim Bartz into the Second 
Vice President.  
Ardy said he will stay on the Newsletter for this I am thankful as he is doing a great job at 
it. 
I'm still working with Paul Lipinski on the loft certification program hope to have all the 
info soon. 
Hope to see everyone at the meeting on May 21st at 11:00 AM at the administration 
building on the McLeod County Fairgrounds. 
                       

1st Vice President's Message 
Submitted by - Tim Kvidera  

 
Hope that this message finds you members off to a great start to the breeding season and 
that you raise some helpful birds, whether they be show, flying or genetic specimens.   
Here my breeding season was put on hold for a couple months, but have most of them 
together now and a few youngsters on the floor. 
 
I would like to thank Ardy Prekker for taking over the MSPA Treasurer position when 
the club was in need a year ago.  He did a great job in getting the membership list 
updated, worked extensively with MSPA web site manager, put systems in place to 
document the club funds clearly, and made the bank account one that can easily be 
transitioned as treasurers change without needing to open a new account with each new 
officer.  His organization and business skills brought to the office will be missed, but he 
left the office in a sound condition for Patti Dietzel who has agreed to take over the 
treasurer's position.  Thanks, Patti for stepping forward.  Ardy will continue editing the 
MSPA bulletin which has become an information packed, good read for all you members. 
 
It is not too early to start thinking about the upcoming North Star Classic.  Renew your ad 
in the premium book, or revise it as appropriate.  Create a new ad if you did not have one 
previously.  Will the breeds you have be represented with a specialty club meet?  If not, 
have your group consider signing up.  The North Star Classic has consistently been a 
highlight of pigeon activity in the upper Midwest - lots of birds, lots of exhibitors, lots of 
fun.   
 
Have a great summer.   
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MSPA Treasurer’s Report 
Executive Summary current through May 14, 2016 

Respectfully submitted by - Patti Dietzel, Treasurer 
 

Account Information Minnesota State Pigeon Association Trust Checking & 
Savings Accounts 
 
Business Checking:   
$357.59     
Activity Summary Checking 
Pending Withdrawals/ Debits $30.00 
Pending Deposits/ Credits $ 5.00 
Available Balance $332.59 
  
Account Information Minnesota State Pigeon Association Trust Savings Account 
Business Market Rate Savings 
$ 4525.23 
Pending Withdrawals/ Debits $0.00 
Available Balance $4525.23 
   
Total  
$4,857.82     
 

 
Minutes of MSPA Executive Board Meeting 

Saturday March 12th, 2016 
Submitted by Club Secretary Kathryne Rhode 

 
 
Meeting called to order March 12, 2016, at 9:44am.  
 
The Treasurer’s report was given by Ardy Prekker.  Gary Gorman motioned to accept the 
Treasurer’s report and Dave Nicolai seconded the motion. The motion was approved. 
 
Old Business 

 Work is being done to get a loft certification program together.  Paul Lepinski 
will be putting together a class to train inspectors. 

 Work is still being done to identify the Junior Champions from North Star.  As 
soon as they are identified their checks and plaques will be presented.  

 All club rebates from the North Star Classic have been paid out except for the 
Chinese Owls Club.     

 
New Business 

 A motion was made to place an ad in the Purebred Pigeon Magazine for 1 year (2 
if a good deal). The ad will be in the classified section under all breed clubs. Gary 
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Gorman made a motion to approve the ad and Tim Kvidera seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved. 

 A motion was made to place a quarter page ad in the Purebred Pigeon Magazine 
for the North Star Classic. The ad is to appear in the July-August issue of the 
magazine. Don Steinbruckner made a motion to approve the ad and Patti Deitzel 
seconded the motion. The motion was approved. 

 It was suggested that the North Star Classic show be added to the list of up-
coming shows in the Purebred Pigeon Magazine. Ardy Prekker will see to getting 
it inserted.  

 Gary Gorman mentioned to send a thank you letter to Dick Okeson for the article 
in the Purebred Pigeon Magazine about the North Star Classic. Ardy Prekker 
agreed to write and send the letter. 

 A motion was made to purchase a new printer for the club. It was agreed that the 
price would not exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) Tim Kvidera made a 
motion to approve the printer and Ryan Bartz seconded the motion. The motion 
was approved.  

 An appeal was made to watch for sales on the pink rosin paper that the club uses 
for sales and swaps. The club will need around 30 rolls for this year.  

 Gary Gorman made a motion to approve a one hundred dollar ($100.00) donation 
to the NPA Legacy Fund and Patti Deitzel seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved. Ardy Prekker will prepare and mail the check.   

 The club agreed to spend up to five hundred dollars ($500.00) on additional new 
cooping. Bruce Rhode suggested dove/5 holes and will research the costs. 

 The club’s cooping trailers need maintenance.  Several trailers have flat tires. 
Gary Gorman made a motion to do what is necessary to repair the trailers and Tim 
Kvidera seconded the motion. The motion was approved. It was suggested that we 
find a volunteer who will agree to look after and maintain the trailers. It was also 
suggested that a summer trailer maintenance day be set and volunteers solicited. 

 A motion to adjourn was made by Gary Gorman and seconded by Don 
Steinbruckner. The meeting was adjourned. 
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A Silent Killer 

By - Tim Kvidera 
 
A few years back I was training a kit of competition endurance Flying Tipplers.  They 
had been successfully settled and had been flown daily for a week followed by another 
week of every other day releases to the point where they were doing an easy three to four 
hours and dropping near sunset. 
 
This was their first time up in heavy winds - constant 30+ mph out of the west.  After 
they had done their time and it was approaching sunset I turned on the loft rooftop lights, 
put out the droppers and began whistling to signal them down.   
 
Immediately they recognized the invitation to land - started making low passes towards 
the loft into the wind, tails spread and legs lowered.  But they could not figure out how to 
handle the strong wind.  Approach after approach got aborted before the kit of three could 
make the final commitment to touch down on the roof, even though it was only a few feet 
beneath them as they passed by. 
 
The sun progressed lower and lower at the horizon as the birds continued their fruitless 
passes by the loft.  Now it was getting darker by the minute.  Thirty minutes after 
sundown and now twilight was disappearing and the kit was still on the wing.  By now 
the droppers had given up and trapped and I adjourned to a lawn chair in the field next to 
the loft to watch what the birds would do in the dark.  My wife came out to ask why I was 
sitting there in the dark.  I showed her the kit flying above and suggested she not wait up 
for me.   
 
Forty-five minutes after sunset and it was now quite dark.  The three were kitting well, 
less spooky and coming over the loft every few minutes, but still unable to commit to a 
landing.  As they again came towards me, low over the woods to the east, they were this 
time followed by a big shadowy figure.  As the shadow caught up to the kit they split 
with two rolling with the wind to the right and one to the left.  A couple minutes later 
they returned from the east, flying into the wind.  As they worked to rejoin together 
above me the single bird was overtaken by the shadow.  The large Barred Owl lowered 
its talons, quietly grabbed the Tippler, rolled with the wind and headed east toward its 
nesting area in the woods behind me to enjoy its fresh squab meal. 
 
There was no violent impact like one would expect from an attack by a hawk.  Just silent 
evidence of Mother Nature at work. 
 
The pair of Barred Owls nested in the woods a couple hundred yards to the east of my 
loft.  I had seen and heard them fairly often, even occasionally seen one on the loft roof.  
I knew they would take birds off the roof, but had no idea they would accomplish a mid-
air assault.  I lost a couple nice birds that night, but have a story that will last a lifetime.  
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Dust Sensitivity: Cautions and Implications for Loft Design 
By - G. B. Peterson 

 
At the end of every episode of The Lone Ranger back in the 1950s, one of the wide-eyed 
townsfolk would inevitably ask, “Who was that masked man?”  At pigeon shows 
nowadays here in the Upper Midwest, one gets the exact same feeling that person must 
have had: Who are those masked men?  All kidding aside, the precautions these masked 
folks are taking with their personal respiratory health should serve as a wake-up call for 
us all, especially those of us who live in cold regions of the country and who often feel 
compelled to batten down the hatches and close our lofts up tight in the wintertime. 
 
Those protective air-filtering masks over the nose and mouth are a smart idea, actually.  
They are worn, of course, to mitigate the effects of the invisible particles of pigeon dust 
that inevitably permeate the air at indoor pigeon shows and to which the wearers of those 
masks have developed a serious sensitivity.  The formal name for it is hypersensitivity 
pneumonitis or HP, but it is perhaps better known as pigeon breeder’s lung, bird fancier’s 
lung, poultry worker’s lung, or any number of other names that relate to the factor 
causing the respiratory problem: microscopic particles of avian proteins from feathers 
and droppings.  Super-sensitivity like this is actually quite common among people who 
are repeatedly exposed to the airborne substances that cause such problems, pigeon dust, 
in our case.  For pigeon people, the severity of HP can range from a mild headache, 
scratchy throat, and stuffy nose after an extended visit to an indoor pigeon show to severe 
respiratory distress after just a few minutes of unprotected exposure to birds.  Although 
most cases are acute and easily treated by simply getting away from and avoiding the 
irritant, repeated and prolonged exposure can lead to chronic disease due to scarring of 
the lung tissue that is not reversible and can be quite serious indeed.  So, this is nothing to 
sneeze at.  Some fanciers have had to give up the hobby completely because of it. 
 
We have all heard of people who smoked two packs of cigarettes a day their entire life 
and lived to be 99, but there is simply no longer any question that smoking is a 
dangerously risky habit that can lead directly to all kinds of medical problems and death.  
It is similarly true that many people who have had pigeons for years and years have not 
developed HP, although, if you listen closely, you’ll notice that many a pigeon fancier 
has a nagging little telltale cough that never seems to go away.  Not smoking and 
avoiding second-hand smoke can significantly reduce one’s risk of lung cancer, heart 
disease, arteriosclerosis, COPD, etc.  Is there anything a pigeon fancier can do to prevent 
HP and still have pigeons?   
 
Yes, indeed there is, especially if it is done from early on in one’s pursuit of the hobby.  
For instance, one can make a routine practice of always wearing a filtration mask when 
working with the pigeons.  But there are other things besides that that can make an 
enormous difference, with the main thing being lots of fresh air in, around, and all 
through the loft, so much fresh air, if possible, that being inside the loft is virtually no 
different from being outside the loft.  In other words, if you can avoid breathing the air in 
the enclosed spaces that contain your pigeons, you can greatly reduce your chances of 
developing HP and always needing to wear a mask when you’re around pigeons or, 
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worse yet, having to give up the hobby entirely.  Thus, as much as possible, you should 
try to build or remodel your loft so that it is as airy as it can be.   
 
That advice probably goes without saying for folks in those parts of the world where the 
weather is mild all the time. The pictures Purebred Pigeon has published over the years 
of pigeon lofts in California, the southwest, all across the southern states, and along the 
southeastern seaboard, for example, typically show beautiful open-air pigeon loft setups 
that allow gentle breezes to waft through the loft all year round.  That is great and is 
exactly as it should be.  Pictures of northern lofts, on the other hand, often suggest 
something quite different; northern pigeon lofts, while usually also quite attractive, tend 
to be much more closed up, especially in winter.  This is not good.  It is not good for the 
health of the pigeons, but it is especially not good for the health of the fancier if he or she 
needs to spend time inside that closed up space caring for and working with the birds. 
 
Fortunately, even if you live in The Great White North, it is quite possible to design a 
pigeon loft so that you never have to go into the same space in which your pigeons are 
enclosed.  The space that you enter to care for your birds can be rather like a covered 
screened porch from where you can still reach in to feed and water, scrape and sweep, 
tidy up, etc., without ever actually having to set foot in the rooms where the pigeons 
themselves are housed.  If you like having a big walk-in fly pen on your loft, for instance, 
you might consider designing the house-part of the coop so that you access it from inside 
the fly pen.  The spaces where the pigeons are housed should be designed to be very airy, 
too, as it doesn’t do them any good to breathe that dusty air either, but the main thing is 
for the space that you enter to be well ventilated and free of dust. 
 
“But I live in Minnesota (or North Dakota, or Manitoba, etc.),” you’re thinking, “not 
California.  We simply have to close up our coops here in the Upper Midwest in the 
wintertime or our pigeons will freeze to death or catch pneumonia.”  Do we?  Will they?    
 
The fact of the matter is, no, we do not have to have closed coops, even in the winter, 
because our pigeons will not freeze to death or catch pneumonia.  In fact, they will thrive 
in the cold fresh air.  Closing things up in winter does more harm than good.  A closed up 
loft not only accumulates pigeon dust, it often also tends to get stuffy and damp and 
smelly, and those conditions are not good for man or bird.  The birds are far better off in 
a loft with at least one open window, even though it’s cold outside.  This permits an 
ongoing exchange of air between the inside and the outside that keeps things nice and 
fresh and dry in the loft because of the drying effect that cold air has.  And think about it: 
pigeons have built in “down jackets”.  They can sit on a perch, fluff up their feathers, and 
trap and hold onto their own body heat just like a person wearing a down jacket.  It is true 
that a pigeon’s down jacket is not wrapped in a windbreaker fabric shell, so a strong 
draft, of course, will penetrate that fluff and blow out the trapped warmth.  But as long as 
the birds are out of a direct draft, they have no problem keeping warm no matter how 
cold the air around them is.  Therefore, it is important that the space where the pigeons 
reside protects them from direct drafts, but it does not have to be totally shut off from the 
cold outside air to keep them warm.  They will keep themselves warm. 
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Dr. Prince T. Woods was a physician in New England about 100 years ago.  He was also 
a prominent poultry man.  Dr. Woods advocated fresh, open-air living for all the 
creatures under his care, both people and chickens.  For people, he was a strong advocate 
of “sleeping porches”, which were unheated, screened-porch bedrooms where people 
would sleep all year round.  He urged folks to keep the rest of the house as well 
ventilated as possible, too.  Such year round open-air living, he believed, supported far 
better human health than did the practice of closing things up in winter. 
 
The old doctor was even more adamant about the importance of fresh air for chickens, 
and had invented The Woods’ Open-Front House which he actively promoted all over the 
country and which was adopted far and wide.  The basic idea was that the south-facing 
wall of a chicken coop should be essentially one big open window covered with chicken 
wire and left open all year round, no matter how cold or stormy the weather.  Woods and 
his followers argued that chickens kept in poultry houses of this kind remained far 
healthier and more productive than those kept in closed chicken coops.  In 1924 he wrote 
a detailed book about all this titled Fresh-Air Poultry Houses.  That book is available 
once again at www.nortoncreekpress.com and is very much worth reading whether you 
raise chickens or pigeons.  The advice it gives for keeping poultry healthy with lots and 
lots of fresh air pertains just as much to the health of poultry keepers and, in my opinion, 
is the key to helping pigeon fanciers manage the risk of developing HP. 
 
If you keep at least one window open in your pigeon loft pretty much all year round 
(preferably on the south side), there will be a constant turnover of inside air for outside 
air that will clear out most of the pigeon dust and thereby significantly reduce the risk of 
your developing HP.  Whenever possible, the windows on all sides of the building should 
be opened to maximize airflow.  If nothing else gets the air moving, the birds will stir it 
up themselves as they flutter about the loft.  Unless the weatherman is forecasting 
blustery winds with deadly wind chills and blizzard conditions, there is really no good 
reason to close a pigeon loft up from the outside air.  We need to keep out rain and snow, 
of course, but ample roof overhangs will do that for everything but the most violently 
storm-driven rain and snow.  There certainly will be times when all windows will need to 
be closed to keep out the frigid wind, but if there is otherwise adequate natural lighting, 
louvered shutters have much to recommend them as a way of shutting out drafts while 
still admitting fresh air.  There should also be louvered wall vents near the floor all 
around the loft.  Ideally, there should be a gentle but steady flow of air through the loft at 
all times, with the birds able to get out of any drafts in much the same way that a person 
is able to get out of a windy street by stepping into a doorway.  
 
The figure that accompanies this article presents two simple floor plans for fresh-air 
pigeon loft setups that would be appropriate for the typical backyard hobbyist.  In both 
designs, the pigeon pens are accessed from service aisle breezeways.  Doweled or 
screened doors permit fresh air to circulate through the pens.  Because the birds and 
everything else can be reached from the aisle, the fancier seldom if ever needs to set foot 
in the pigeon pens.  Of course, many other designs could accomplish the same thing. 
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This winter there were long stretches of subzero temperatures where I live, but unless the 
wind was whistling and the snow was flying, the window on the south end of my pigeon 
loft stayed open.  And on still days when the temperature was above zero, all the 
windows were open.  I have taken this general approach for many years, and I cannot 
remember the last time I had a weepy eye or a sneeze or a sniffle from any of my birds; 
they are all as healthy and robust as can be.  Moreover, at age 70, this old pigeon man’s 
health is excellent, too.  I wear a mask only when I do major cleaning.  And although I do 
not wear a mask at pigeon shows, I do try to limit the amount of time I spend indoors at 
them, as I have found that I get a mild sinus headache if I stay in there too long.  The 
daily enjoyment of my birds in my own backyard, I am pleased to report, has remained 
unaffected, thanks, in my opinion, to the open-air approach I take with my lofts.  
 
For our own good health, as well as that of our birds, we should all give serious thought 
to how well our pigeon lofts are ventilated.  Open windows, vents near the floor, good 
airflow at the ceiling and around the eaves, etc., are all things that can be brought to bear 
in an existing building through some relatively simple remodeling, and they are concepts 
that should definitely be central to the planning of any new construction.  The Lone 
Ranger’s calling card was a silver bullet.  Proper loft ventilation may well be the closest 
thing pigeon fanciers have to a silver bullet against HP, as well as against chronic 
respiratory disease in their birds.  So, the next time you see that masked stranger at a 
pigeon show, thank him for bringing this issue to our attention.  
Addendum for MSPA Newsletter, Summer 2016 - 
Since submitting this article to Purebred Pigeon back in 2014, I have become even more 
concerned about the problem of hypersensitivity pneumonitis in pigeon fanciers – myself 
included.  Even though (as mentioned in the article above) my loft is very airy and I have 
never really had much in the way of symptoms of HP, I decided to start wearing an air-
filtration mask anyway whenever I expect to spend more than about 5 minutes in the loft.  
One of the things that motivated me to adopt this new mask-wearing practice is that, 
since I retired a couple years ago, I have been hanging out with fellow fanciers a good 
deal more than I used to, and I have been struck by how many of them have serious HP 
problems.  Since I started wearing a mask in the loft, I find that I am actually breathing 
easier, both figuratively and literally.  I’ve been surprised by what a difference it makes. 
 
A fellow fancier who used to have HP problems big-time told me about the mask he 
discovered that has made it possible for him to fully enjoy working with his birds once 
again.  It takes more than a cheap 25¢ paper mask to do the job, but the cost of a quality 
mask really isn’t that bad considering the remarkable level of protection you receive.  
You can get a really good quality mask for around 8 bucks.  The mask recommended to 
me and the one I wear is the 3M 8233 N100.  The N100 means that this mask has “… at 
least 99.97% filtration efficiency against solid and liquid aerosols that do not contain oil.”  
For our purposes, that means that this mask will filter out virtually 100% of the pigeon 
dust in the air that you would otherwise breathe in if you weren’t wearing the mask as 
you work with the birds in the loft.  It doesn’t get much better than that. 
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      3M 8233 N100 Respirator                   Image on mask package 
 
I purchased a dozen masks in a single order online; you can find some good deals there.  
I’m sure you can find the same or similar masks at hardware stores or building materials 
stores. It’s a good idea to keep a few on hand because one mask won’t last forever.  I 
find, however, that one mask will last me a good long while, at least a couple months and 
usually more.  But they do start to look a little worn after awhile.  When they are clean 
and new, I find that it is so easy to breathe through a mask like this that I honestly forget I 
have it on.  After a couple months of daily use, it is understandable that it might start to 
clog up a bit with all those dust particles it has been keeping out, and so, when the 
breathing isn’t quite as free and easy as it was to begin with and the mask visually 
appears to be getting a little frizzy and grungy looking, I switch it out for a fresh one.  I 
imagine these masks will last a longer or shorter time depending upon how thick the dust 
is that they have to contend with, but regardless of how long a time that may be, in the 
long run they are very well worth it.  I highly recommend them.  Protect your health now 
and ensure your enjoyment of the hobby for years and years to come.  
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Featured Member Loft 
Jim Sutter- Chaska Minnesota 

 
Jim Sutter would like to invite any pigeon lover to come and look at his pigeon loft and 
see his beautiful gardens. The fantastic views and his pigeon loft are always open to the 
public and you will be especially pleased with all of the flowers. Bring your Family and 
friends. I have included a few pictures of Jim’s setup to whet your appetite.  
 
Jim would be more than happy to give you a tour! Jim is retired so any time and any 
amount of people will be fine but please call before your visit. His address is: Jim Sutter 
78 Michelle Avenue Chaska Minnesota 55318. His phone number is: 952-412-5749. He 
would suggest coming after June 1st so the flowers are in bloom. Thank you so much for 
your generous invitation, Jim! I am looking forward to my visit. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sutter Garden Views 
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Sutter Home Lofts and Garden 
 
 

 

 
 

Deck View 
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Loft Room 
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Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler 
MSPA Newsletter Spring 2016 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

To check your answer, go to Page 20! 
 
 

 

A. Recessive Red Self 
Orange Eyes 

Cock 

B. Black Grizzle Self 
Pearl Eyes 

Hen 

X. Spread Ash Red 
Pearl Eyes 

Cock 

C. Blue Bar Grizzle 
Pearl Eyes 

Cock 

D. Ash Red Bar Self 
Orange Eyes 

Hen 

Y. Blue Bar Self 
Pearl Eyes 

Hen 

Z. Recessive Red Self 
Orange Eyes 

Cock 

The Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler is quite a bit trickier this time.  Study the pedigree carefully.  
From among the three individuals X, Y, and Z depicted in the pedigree above, one is an 
absolute genetic impossibility.  

You need to answer two questions to solve the puzzle:  

1.  Which one, X, Y, or Z, is the genetic impossibility?   

2.  Why is it genetically impossible? 
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Nesting Cubes 
By – Tim Kvidera 

 
 
No matter how many nest boxes are provided in a community breeding loft situation, 
even when there are excess boxes, there are always a few pair that are determined to nest 
on the floor.  I can expect this from my Fantails and Indian Fantails who are basically 
floor breeds, but even my Flying Tipplers and Racing Homers will try to nest in corners 
or along walls of the floor more than occasionally. 
 
For many years I would place bricks or 2 x 4’s around the nest sites to give the pairs 
some defined territory and a little more privacy.  But this arrangement often allows the 
squabs to get out of the nest prematurely and occasionally get scalped by another pair of 
floor nesters.  A few years ago I devised a nesting cube that can be placed in the higher 
probability areas for the floor nesters to actually have a small box and much more 
privacy. 
 
The cubes are essentially 12 x 12 x 12 made from ½ inch plywood with a strip of 1 x 6 
and 1 x 2 in the front.  They can be made from scraps from other projects or you can 
make six of them out of a 4 x 8 sheet of plywood. 
 
Items needed per cube: 
 

 ½” plywood, 11” x 11 ¼”  one for bottom 
 ½” plywood, 11 ¼” x 12”, two for sides 
 ½” plywood 12” x 12 ½”, one for back 
 ½” plywood, 12” x 12”, one for top 
 1 x 2 stripping, 12” long for top lip 
 1 x 6 board, 12” long for bottom lip 
 Screws or nails for assembly 

 
Assembly and use directions: 
 

 To the two 11 1/4” outside edges of the 11 x 11 ¼” bottom attach the two 11 ¼ x 
12” sides with the 12” edge extending up from the bottom. 

 Attach the 12” x 12 ½” back to one side of the above created square U so that the 
top edges of the sides and back are all height. 

 Attach the 12” x 12” top flush to the sides and back leaving a ¾” overlap on the 
open side of the cube. 

 Attach the 1 x 2 strip to the sides under the overlap of the top. 
 Attach the 1 x 6 board to the lower portion of the sides and bottom. 
 Place shavings and/or nest bowl inside the cube. 
 Put the cube in the breeding section in an area likely to be used by floor nesters. 
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The above version will leave a 5” tall opening for the birds to enter and use the cube, 
which has been adequate for Fantails, Indian Fantails, Tipplers and Homers.  If more 
entry space for larger breeds is needed the 1 x 2 on the top could be eliminated, or the 
side and back walls could be sized taller.  I would not recommend dropping the bottom 
lip to a 1 x 4 though as it will enhance the probability of the squabs exiting the cube 
prematurely.  Using a layer of shavings inside the cube facilitates easy cleaning between 
nestings. I like the 1 x 2 top lip as a convenient grab point for carrying the cubes.  
Adjoining cubs can be screwed together to make a battery of boxes if so needed. 
 
 
 

 
 
Assembled nesting cube used by Tim Kvidera for providing some privacy to those pairs 
who choose to nest in corners on the floor.  See article for instructions how to make the 
cube.  Photo: Kvidera 

 
  
 
 

Don’t forget to pay your 2016 MSPA Dues! 
A membership form is attached to this Newsletter on 

Page 22 
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Let there be light 
By – Tim Kvidera 

 
The vast majority of pigeon fanciers today have electricity in their lofts.  This is usually 
to add light for the early morning or late evening feeding, playing with the birds, etc.  
Tippler fanciers are especially prone to spending many hours in the loft while the sun is 
no longer brightening up the day.  We have lights in the breeding loft, young bird pens, 
kit box area, and of course outside to illuminate the rooftop while dropping birds in the 
dark. 
 
Ever wonder why the light bulbs in the loft tend to burn out prematurely?  If you are like 
most, you have an incandescent bulb in a fixture mounted in the ceiling of the section 
roughly centered to brighten the whole section.  If you are in a warm enough climate you 
can go with florescent lighting, but if you live in an area cold enough to freeze water you 
basically have to go with incandescent bulbs.   
 
So why do the bulb fail so often?  I came to the conclusion that it was because of birds 
flying about and their wings bumping the bulbs, jarring the filament often enough to 
make it burn out easily.  I came to this realization after noting that the bulbs in the 
Tippler sections went out more than twice as often as those in my Fantail sections. 
 
But I quickly came up with a solution.  I use 1” x 2” welded wire for a lot of my loft 
fixtures – nest fronts, individual breeding cages, release box, settling and trapping cage, 
etc. – so I always had “scraps” of trimmings from these projects.  One can easily use 
some of these to make simple, inexpensive guards for the light fixtures. 
 
Use a piece 6” tall by 12” long, with the three 2” sections making up the 6” dimension.  
Remove the outer wires on one 6” and its adjacent 12” side, resulting in a piece that looks 
like this…. 
 
 

                        

                       

                        
 
 
Using a needle nosed pliers roll the two left end horizontal wires back onto themselves 
into tight loops, leaving them slightly open.  Put a 90 degree bend in each of the 12 
vertical top wires about a quarter inch from the open end making the bends all in the 
direction up from the plane of the mesh.  Roll the mesh into a cylinder with the top right 
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angle ends all pointing into the center and crimp the right edge wire into the two loops 
made in the left ends of the horizontal wires.  Flare out the top wires just enough to 
spring fit the right angled grippers over the porcelain base flange of the light fixture. 
 
Install these wire cages around the exposed light bulbs in your loft and replace the bulbs 
much less often.  I would suggest putting them on bulbs in loft hallways too.  They will 
save many a mishap of breaking light bulbs with rakes, brooms, removable nest fronts, or 
whatever you carry near them. 
 

 
 
Extend the life of bulbs in your loft with light bulb protector made of 1 x 2 inch welded wire.  See 
accompanying article for details in how to make it. 
 
 

 



 20

ANSWER to the Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler, Spring 2016: 

The Puzzler asks you to answer two questions: 

1. Which one, X, Y, or Z, is the genetic impossibility?  

2. Why is it genetically impossible? 

The answer to the first question is: Z, the orange-eyed Recessive Red Self cock.  

The answer to the second question is this: X and Y are both pearl-eyed pigeons.  Pearl 
eye is recessive to the other eye-color allele (orange), and therefore we know for sure that 
neither X nor Y is carrying the orange gene because, if either of them were carrying 
orange, then that bird itself would have orange eyes.  But Z has orange eyes.  You cannot 
get an orange-eyed offspring from two pearl-eyed parents.  Z’s actual father must be 
some orange-eyed cock (either a recessive red or a cock carrying recessive red) in the 
breeding pen.  

In both the Fall 2015 and the Winter 2016 Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler, the solving the 
puzzle depended upon your knowledge of feather color genetics.  This is the first time we 
have had a puzzle that included the eye color of each bird in the pedigree, so that might 
have been a tip off that the genetics of eye color was in play this time rather than feather 
color.  Of course, that could have been just a smoke screen; the inheritance patterns of 
eye color could have been perfectly OK and the problem could still have been with 
feather color --- and you can be sure that we will do that in future Puzzlers.  But this time 
the feather color inheritance throughout the pedigree was all quite plausible.  Z’s eye 
color was not. 

The genetics of pigeon eye color is pretty simple and was explained on p. 18 of the 
Winter 2016 MSPA Newsletter near the end of the article on Basic Genetics for Pigeon 
Breeders by G. B. Peterson.  You can consult that source for details but, basically: two 
alleles, orange or pearl, orange is wild type, pearl is recessive, autosomal. Knowing that, 
together with your understanding of the genetics of feather color, will allow you to see 
how all the feather colors represented in this issue’s Puzzler are perfectly feasible and, 
indeed, how all the eye colors are, too – with the exception of the eye color for pigeon Z.  
For example, pigeon A has orange eyes, but that could be due to his carrying one gene for 
orange and one for pearl.  Because she is pearl-eyed, Pigeon B must have only pearl 
genes, and one of her pearl genes could combine with the pearl gene that A is carrying 
(but hiding) to produce the pearl-eyed X.  The same reasoning applies to the case of C x 
D producing Y, except that, this time, it is the hen (D) that is hiding a pearl gene.  So, 
even though they each have one orange-eyed parent, it is totally plausible that X and Y 
are both pearl-eyed birds.  Moreover, even though pigeon Z has, according to this 
pedigree, a grandfather (A) with the exact same eye-color and feather-color phenotype 
(orange-eyed Recessive Red Self), because and only because of Z’s orange eyes we know 
that X cannot possibly be Z’s father, and therefore A is not Z’s grandfather --- at least, A 
is not Z’s grandfather via X; it is possible that A has another son in the same loft with 
orange eyes who is the actual sire of Z, and therefore maybe A really is Z’s granddaddy, 
but X simply cannot be Z’s father – it’s a genetic impossibility. 

In the preceding paragraph we said that we know that X cannot be Z’s sire “… because 
and only because of Z’s orange eyes.”  We added the “only because” because the orange 
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eyes alone betray X.  X could be the father of a recessive red (he carries the recessive red 
gene inherited from A) and Y, too, could be carrying recessive red she inherited from 
either C or D as one or both of them could be carrying but hiding the recessive red gene.  
That orange eye color is the only solid evidence we have that X is not Z’s sire.  
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Minnesota State Pigeon Association 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 
 
Date: ____/_____/______          New (   )     Renewal (  ) 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
  
Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip Code: _______________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: (____) _____-_________ Cell Number: (____) _____-_________ 
 
E-mail Address: ____________________________________ 
 
Bulletin Option:  (   ) Read on MSPA web site,  (   ) E-mail,  (   ) Postal Delivery 
  
Membership Options and Dues:   
 
Individual (  ) $10.00  
 
Family       (  ) $15.00 
 
Junior       (  )   $5.00 
 
Please note: The membership year is January 1st to December 31st. Any new 
memberships 
                      received after November 1st will be applied to the following year unless              

              specific instructions are provided to apply the dues to the current year. 
 
 
                                                    Mail to: 
                                                    Patti Dietzel 
                                                    MSPA Treasurer 
                                                    12355 134th Street 
                                                    Cologne, MN  


