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MSPA Official Newsletter 
 Fall 2018 

 
   Thanks to the efforts of our knowledgeable members this issue is again full of great articles 
and information about the pigeon hobby. If you have an idea for the newsletter or would like to 
contribute an article, please contact me at Pigeonprekker@hotmail.com 
I would welcome your input. 
 

The Electronic Newsletter Reminder! 
   Due to the cost of postage and printing a high-quality newsletter, the MSPA Board of Directors 
has decided to make the quarterly newsletter available on the MSPA web site at 
http://www.minnesotastatepigeonassociation.com, under the Member Section tab. If you are a 
member that doesn’t have internet access, you can view the newsletter at your local library or 
request a mailed copy at: MSPA Newsletter, 21500 201st Street NW, Big Lake, MN 55309 or 
call (612)889-2945. For the time being no password is necessary to view the “Membership 
Section” of the web site. An archive of past newsletters will also be available on the MSPA web 
site. The Newsletter can be downloaded or printed from the web site if the member desires a hard 
copy. If you have already notified me of your desire to receive the Newsletter via 
conventional mail, there is no need to notify me again, I will mail your copy! 
 
           IF YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS CHANGES PLEASE NOTIFY US! 
 

                                                                                    

 
 
 

mailto:Pigeonprekker@hotmail.com
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                                                      Officers’ Reports                        
A Message from our President 

Submitted by - Paul Lepinski     
                                                                                           
 Another North Star Classic has come and gone.  It was fun talking to several of the people and 
meeting some people for the first time.  Personally I considered this years show a successful 
event.  No complaints were brought to my attention nor am I aware of any. I had the honor of 
presenting Bruce Rhode the Life Time Achievement Award and Patti Dietzel the Presidents 
Award both of these individuals were most deserving of their awards. The new specialty clubs 
that hosted shows with the North Star Classic this year were very happy and plan on returning 
next year which is very good news.  As soon as a date is determined for the Annual Potluck 
meeting we will have it posted on our website as well as on the clubs Facebook page.  A sincere 
THANK YOU to those of you that stayed to clean up after the show this year it is a lot of hard 
work both setting up the show and tearing it down and for those of you that helped on either end 
of it THANK YOU again.  I hope the holidays are pleasurable for all of you and Deborah and I 
wish you the best.  Until the meeting be safe stay healthy and may you all have a blessed Holiday 
season. 

 
1st Vice President's Message 

Submitted by - Tim Kvidera  

We had another successful MSPA North Star Classic on November 10th. Although the entries 
were slightly less than last year, I believe that those in attendance all had a great time. We had 
plenty of space, with room to have both the vendors and the swap section all in the same building 
as the show. The kitchen was manned this year by scouts who had a good selection of tasty food 
for lunch and snacks. The sales/swap section was a bit smaller than past years, but a number of 
birds changed hands. As an avid amateur geneticist I found Chris Boucher's display, Northern 
Lights Loft, from Cold Springs, MN, of rare colored Racing Homers very interesting. Thank you 
to all who made this event happen.  

I would like to single out a few for special recognition - Kathy Rhode whose attention to detail 
and computer talents keep the show organized, Patti Dietzel who ensures all the bills are paid, 
Paul Lepinski who spreads himself across the whole show, Rick Besemann who capably handled 
the junior exhibitor judging, Gail Peterson for the idea of commemorative medallions for the 
junior exhibitors, all the specialty clubs who helped generate entries and tear down their sections, 
AND probably most appreciated by us Board members - Dave and Amy Nicolai who stayed to 
the bitter end during the tear down and trailer packing at the end of the day. Apologies if I 
missed any deserving individuals.  

It seems that winter is upon us here in Minnesota. I am sure that I am not the only one who has 
procrastinated in thinning down the population in the loft. Winter is stress enough on the birds. 
One should not compound that stress with overcrowding. Hopefully I will be able to get out there 
soon and figure out which ones are to be kept for use next year.  

Best wishes to all for a healthy and happy holiday season and may your New Year be joyful and 
successful.  
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MSPA Treasurer’s Report 

Executive Summary current through November 19, 2018 
Respectfully submitted by - Patti Dietzel, Treasurer 

Account Information Minnesota State Pigeon Association Trust Checking & Savings 
Accounts 
 
Business Checking: Starting Balance September 27, 2018:      $716.34 
 
Pending and Withdrawals/ Debits:                                         ($3,796.45) 
Detail: 
Swap rental: $150.00  
Premium book postage: $120.50  
Premium Book: $322.00  
Computer Repair - $214.75  
Printing supplies - $52.57  
Shavings: $ 21.45  
Awards: $1212.68  
Rebates: $527.50  
Judge’s Fee: $200.00  
Cash Awards: $495.00  
North Star building rental: $480.00  
 
Pending and Deposits/Credits:                                                  $4,788.00 
Detail:                                               
Swap entry fee: $378.00  
Membership dues, Entry Fees and Premium Book adds: $4310.00  
Transfer from savings: $100.00 
 
Available Checking Balance November 19, 2018:                                         $1,707.89                                         
 
Business Savings: Starting Balance September 27, 2018:      $2,392.21          

Pending Withdrawals/ Debits:                                                 ($1,800.00) 
Detail:                                               
Transfer to Checking -$1,800.00  

 
Available Savings Balance November 19, 2018:                                                $592.21 
 

Total Combined Available Balance November 19, 2018:                                       $2,300.10 
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Here is the Poop on MSPA Upcoming Events 
 

 
 

Next Years North Star Classic! 

 
The North Star Classic Pigeon Show 
Saturday November 9th, 2019 

McLeod County Fairgrounds 
840 Century Ave SW 

 Hutchinson, MN 55350 
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I would like to give a huge thank you to Crystal Laird of Crystal Laird 

Photography for taking amazing pictures at the North Star show! 

 

 

 
2018 North Star Classic Pigeon Show 

 

 
Presidents Award to Patti Korba Dietzel-Lifetime Achievement Award to Bruce Rhode 

https://www.facebook.com/crystal.laird2?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDINz9tmInXEn8Lke4cBhEH4rJ3ECCkbuORWwrtmsHN8Qmn5parZZW6zTI1O7j-5z_jS2gHf5BDYHZI&dti=247467222250898&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/patti.dietzel?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARC2uih59fmAIguSl6xZUDISDVGaQhuJ44Zyz4dTzJ0vJBkz70KwwX2fBEIjov-mVeL_GVL9pCA_2fBU&dti=247467222250898&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/bruce.rhode.35?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDU1UzqcJT_E5-7KdBsqZpWyrvBL3FpV64XdOQ1swSH1wd39absgq8IUIcoN5k8VwW2rGMz7KSj1sjL&dti=247467222250898&hc_location=group
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Juniors Wait for Judging 

 

 
The juniors were happy to have Santa judge their birds! 

 

 
Have you been Naughty or Nice Mr. Pouter?  
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Junior Best of Show - Congratulations! 

 

 
Junior Champ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations to another Champion! 
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Junior Exhibitor Metals 

 
The Show was full of Beautiful Birds! 
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Submitted by Bruce Rhode  

 
Thoughts from the North Star 

 
This was another great North Star. All the people I talked with were in good sprits and relaxed. 
I know from talking with others and from personal experience this was a tough breeding year. 
Seems no one’s birds laid or hatched on time. Raising young birds this year was tough because 
the weather went from snowstorm to 100 degrees and back down to the fifties in a two week 
period. 
Yet the quality of the birds at the show was incredible!  
Rhodes pigeons sponsored the Dove meet this year. We had twenty good quality doves shown.  
The number of doves and exhibitors has been growing each year. I hope to see this trend 
continue, for years to come. 
If you had a good time at the North Star now is the time to start planning for next years North 
Star show. The show will only grow with all our support. Hope to see you there next November. 
    

 
 



 10 

Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler 
MSPA Newsletter Fall 2018 

Submitted by –GBP 
 
This MSPA Fall 2018 Newsletter marks the third year anniversary (and 13th installment) of the 
Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler feature.  If you have been following along regularly, you should have 
acquired a good grasp of the basic facts of pigeon color and pattern genetics by now.  It’s time 
for a little pop quiz to test your knowledge and understanding. 
 
 1.  True or False 
Because Ash Red is dominant to both Blue/Black and Brown, mating an Ash Red pigeon to 
either a Blue/Black or a Brown pigeon will always produce nothing but Ash Reds. 
 
 2.  True or False 
A pair of Recessive Reds will “breed true” and produce only more Recessive Reds. 
 
3.  True or False 
The sire determines a pigeon’s color, the dam determines its type. 
 
 4.  True or False 
In every nest of two youngsters, it is always the case that one is male and the other female. 
 
 5.  True or False 
If a hen is dilute herself, her dam must have been carrying the dilute gene. 
 
6.  True or False 
If a hen is herself dilute, her sire must have been carrying the dilute gene.  
 
7.  True or False 
If a cock bird is dilute himself, his dam must have been carrying the dilute gene. 
 
8.  True or False 
If a cock bird is dilute himself, his sire must have been carrying the dilute gene. 
 
 9.  True or False 
It takes an Almond to produce another Almond. 
 
10.  True or False 
A pair of Blue Bars will always breed true and produce nothing but more Blue Bars. 

 
See page 20-21 for our answers and analysis. 
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Racing pigeon sold for record $333,900 

Belgian coop of 530 birds fetches $4.5 million US Dollars, with star pigeon Bolt bought by 
Chinese businessman not to race but for breeding  

                                                                                            By Associated Press in Brussels 

 
Pigeons in a racing coop in Belgium. Photograph: Geert Vanden Wijngaert/AP 

Flying high above Europe's economic crisis, a lightning-fast pigeon named Bolt has become the 
world's most expensive racing bird after its Belgian breeder sold it for €310,000 (£260,000) to a 
Chinese businessman. 

The price for one-year-old Bolt, named after the Olympic sprint champion Usain Bolt, exceeded 
the previous record of €250,000, set in January last year. 

The full auction of the Leo Hereman’s coop, 530 birds in all, yielded a world record of €4.3m 
(£3.6m), more than double the previous record, also set last year. 

The auction's success was attributed to a combination of the breeding acumen of the Belgian 
fancier and the financial clout of Chinese aficionados. 

Nikolaas Gyselbrecht, CEO of the auction house Pipa, said: "One of the reasons there is no 
economic impact is that buyers are spread around the globe. Over 20 countries were bidding last 
weekend. So if there is a crisis in one country, it might be less so in another." 
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Nine of the 10 top birds went to China or Taiwan, "and the crisis is a lot less acute there than out 
here," Gyselbrecht said. On top of that, Heremans is known as perhaps the best pigeon breeder 
around. "It was pretty clear something special would happen," Gyselbrecht said. 

Heremans, 66, decided to auction off his birds after his health deteriorated and he found it 
increasingly difficult to operate his coop. 

Belgium's coop owners are dwindling. Just after the second world war, Belgium's pigeon 
federation had 250,000 members and the sport was huge. 

From generation to generation, breeding secrets were handed over within Belgian families. 
Bloodlines were essential for performance; Bolt's parents fetched a combined €184,000. But the 
number of Belgian fanciers has fallen almost tenfold to about 27,000, according to Gyselbrecht. 

Even if quantity dwindled, quality did not, he said. "Those who have continued have also 
become much more professional." And on the other side of the world, interest is booming, partly 
due to the huge prize money available. China nowadays has 300,000 active pigeon fanciers. 

The birds have become so precious that Bolt has had his last race: once in China he will be used 
for breeding only. "He's had his last competitive flight already," said Gyselbrecht. 

 
 

 
 

2018 National Young Bird Show 
Submitted by - Tim Kvidera  

 
For all but a handful of years, of the past 46, I have made the pilgrimage south in late October to 
Louisville for the National Young Bird Show.  It has been one of the premiere pigeon shows in 
the nation since being established in 1972.  Within its first six years it quickly grew to over 4,000 
entries from in excess of 400 exhibitors.  In the late 1990s through early 2000s entries were 
around 7,000 birds with 700 exhibitors.  The last five years it has retreated to consistently 4,000 
plus birds from more than 400 exhibitors.  Most years the NYBS has more entries than the NPA 
Grand Nationals, and it is a strictly young bird show while the NPA national is an all age show.  
It is well worth the trip.  Not only are there plenty of high quality birds, there are exhibitors from 
all across the nation and Canada there are many attendees from foreign countries as well.  It is a 
great chance for one to meet some of the most prominent breeders in almost any breed, make 
new friends and renew old.  Lots of interesting conversations.   

https://www.theguardian.com/world/china
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I typically try to get there Friday morning.  The show is officially a one day event on Saturday, 
but most get there Friday, and some breeds do start judging on Friday afternoon.   Friday is 
mostly the time to get the power visiting done prior to the pressure of the Saturday judging.  
They also have a huge swap area, which often has in excess of thousand birds of all sorts of 
breeds.  If you have not been there the NYBS should be something to put on your bucket list. 
 

 

 

 
Annual Pigeon Show of Philo-Peristeron – 1853 
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Pigeon Crossword Puzzle 
MSPA Fall 2018 

Submitted by –GBP 

 
ACROSS 
  2  statuesque award to be displayed with pride 
  7  Saxon Fairy ________________; also, an esophageal action 
  9  to select for elimination rather than for breeding 
10  black center part of eye 
13  long-deceased wealthy benefactor of the LAPC “back in the day” 
14  extinct species of wild pigeons; also, someone along for the ride 
15  a pigeon able to find its way back a from long distance; also, Bart Simpson’s dad 
16  number of secondary flights per wing; also, base of the decimal system 
17  a color pattern in Fantails and Muffed Tumblers; also, common equine accessory 
19  Oscar ________________; also, a tricky or clever word puzzle  
 
DOWN 
   1  popular kind of pigeon perch 
   2  pigeon-loving genius inventor; also, an all-electric sports car 
   3  a cross of strains or breeds or even species 
   4  Oriental ________________ 
   5  Jef, Adriaan, Charel, and Louis _____________________ 
   6  a pokey-outy feather mutation in pigeons; also, a large quill-coated rodent  
   8  extravagantly-feathered feet 
10  common name of Columba livia 
11  a pigeon with white markings on its head; also, a policeman’s shield 
12  fleshy outer border of eye 
16  the usual number of eggs pigeons lay per nest 
18  most well-known recessive allele of the “intense” wild-type 

 
See page 25 for our Solution 
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                                     Darwin’s Other Bird  

   The Domestic Pigeon                By Stephen J. Bodio                                                                                                

 

 

If you do a Google search for “Darwin bird” you will find endless references to the finches of the 
Galápagos Islands. But it took a long time for Charles Darwin to recognize their significance. 
When he collected them he did not even realize that they were related, considering some to be 
“grosbeaks,” others true finches, and others blackbirds. He even considered one warbler like 
finch to be a kind of wren. 

In fact, during and soon after the historic around-the-world voyage of the HMS Beagle, from 
1831 to 1836, Darwin had not yet come to the idea that different islands might be inhabited by 
different species. As his biographer Janet Browne put it, “He experienced no legendary moment 
of inspiration.” He was more interested in butterflies. When he returned to London, Darwin 
dispersed his enormous collection of specimens to the specialists at the Royal Zoological 
Society. It was only then that ornithologist John Gould told him that the Galápagos birds he had 
thought were a mixture of blackbirds, grosbeaks, and finches were actually 12 species of finches. 

A better case might be made that the most important bird in Darwin’s studies was the humble 
domestic pigeon. In fact, one of the first readers of the manuscript that would become On the 
Origin of Species, in 1859, disliked most of the book intensely. Whitwell Elwrin wrote to the 
publisher, John Murray, and called the text “a wild & foolish piece of imagination . . . for an 
outline it is too much & for a thorough discussion of the question it is not near enough.” Rather 
than tell the publisher to reject the manuscript, he consulted Darwin’s friend, geologist Charles 
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Lyell, who had already suggested that the book should focus on Darwin’s observations on 
pigeons. Elwrin recommended that Darwin write a short book on pigeons. “Everybody is 
interested in pigeons,” he told him, and a book like this would “be reviewed in every journal in 
the kingdom and soon be on every table.” 

The Origin of Pigeons? Although it sounds funny today, the breeding of fancy pigeons and other 
pedigreed animals was something of a craze in Victorian England, one that crossed class lines, 
attracting enthusiasts ranging from miners and weavers to Queen Victoria. When Darwin began 
studying and breeding pigeons in 1856, he soon became as enthusiastic about the wonderfully 
varied breeds as any working-class fancier. As Janet Browne says, “Darwin loved his pigeons . . 
. he spent hours reading self-help manuals and books by breeders to make sure he was doing the 
right thing and visiting shows and exhibitions to see what was available. He found it very 
entertaining hobnobbing with breeding experts and trying to exude an air of practical knowledge 
as he leaned over cages of absurdly ruffled feathers. The esoteric world of pigeon fanciers 
seemed to him delightfully fresh and curious.” 

At first he was not without a little upper-class condescension. He wrote to Huxley, “I sat one 
evening in a gin palace in the Borrough amongst a set of pigeon fanciers, when it was hinted that 
Mr. Bolt had crossed his Pouters with Runts to gain size: and if you had seen the solemn, the 
mysterious, and awful shakes of the head, which all the fanciers gave at this scandalous 
proceeding, you would have recognized how little crossing has had to do with improving breeds, 
and how dangerous for endless generations the process was. All this was brought home far more 
vividly than by pages of mere statements & c.” 

 

Darwin wrote "I do not hesitate to affirm that some domestic races of the rock-pigeon differ fully 
as much from each other in external characters as do the most distinctive natural genera." 

Soon, however, he met more scholarly and “respectable” fanciers. His most important friend in 
the pigeon world became the journalist and editor William Tegetmeier. Their association lasted 
for more than 10 years and was mutually beneficial. Tegetmeier provided Darwin with 
specimens, information, and contacts. Tegetmeier, who seems to have been a bit of a social 
climber, loved to brag about his intimacy with Darwin. 

Darwin’s family fell in love with pigeons as well. His daughter Henrietta later wrote, “I can still 
recall their different characteristics: a cross old fantail when taking food from my hand liked to 
take a good peck & hurt me if he could. The Pouter pigeon was good-natured but not clever, and 
I remember a hen Jacobin which I considered rather feeble-minded.” Darwin wanted all of his 
friends to be as delighted with his pigeons as he was. He wrote Lyell, “I hope Lady Lyell & 
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yourself will remember whenever you want a little rest & have time how very glad we should be 
to see you here. I will show you my pigeons! Which is the greatest treat, in my opinion, which 
can be offered to human beings.” 

Although his study of pigeons informed The Origin of Species, Darwin’s real “pigeon book,” The 
Variation of Animals and Plants Under Domestication, did not come out until 1868. Its long and 
beautifully illustrated section on pigeons is still readable and relevant to both naturalists and 
pigeon fanciers today. 

He begins, “I have been led to study domestic pigeons with particular care because the evidence 
that all the domestic races are descended from one known source is far clearer than with any 
other anciently domesticated animal. Secondly, because many treatises in several languages, 
some of them old, have been written on the pigeon, so that we are enabled to trace the history of 
several breeds. And lastly, because, the amount of variation has been extraordinarily great. . . . I 
have kept alive all the most distinct breeds, which I could procure in England or from the 
Continent; and have prepared skeletons of all. I received skins from Persia, and a large number 
from India and other quarters of the world. Since my admission to two of the London pigeon-
clubs I have received the kindest assistance from some of the most eminent amateurs. . . . I do 
not hesitate to affirm that some domestic races of the rock-pigeon differ fully as much from each 
other in external characters as do the most distinct natural genera.” 

 
Pigeon fanciers have created wildly varied pigeon types through breeding, such as this English 

pouter. 

Every one of the illustrated breeds in Variation exists and is shown today. Some, such as the 
English pouter and the African owl, have not visibly changed in the last 150 years. Others, such 
as the carrier, barb, and fantail, have become even more exaggerated and differentiated from the 
ancestral Rock Pigeon by the strange and unnatural selection of shows, just as dogs and other 
domestic animals have. The carriers’ already exaggerated beak wattle has grown larger than a 
walnut; such birds are prone to colds and eye diseases—so much so that in Germany legislation 
was passed limiting the size of the wattle in the breed! The barb, in Darwin’s day a short-billed 
bird with large circular eye ceres, now has such a short bill that it is unable to feed its own young 
(foster parents are required) and has a carrier-like wattle cramped between the short bill and its 
forehead. The engraving of the fantail in Variation shows a bird with a turkey like fan that 
today’s birds possess, but Darwin’s bird has a graceful, erect, swan-like neck. Today’s birds 
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carry their heads so far back against their tails that from the front their heads are invisible. From 
that vantage point they look like a headless ball in front of a circular tail. 

Such changes would probably have fascinated Darwin, who wrote, “There is hardly any 
exception to the rule that those characters vary most which are now most valued and attended to 
by fanciers, and which consequently are now being improved by continued selection.” Whether 
such exaggeration is good for the individual birds is another question. The breeding of domestic 
show animals is a biological art but can be warped by too much passion for the extreme and 
strange. One need not go to the lengths of the Germans. A pigeon fancier all my life, I gave up 
breeding modern carriers because curing their constant colds became depressing. Darwin himself 
showed that crossing the extreme varieties produced something very much like the ancestral 
Rock Pigeon. Most show pigeons would not survive long in the wild, but their descendents, 
common “street pigeons,” inhabit cities and cliffs everywhere in the world. Except for their 
variable colors and slightly larger size, they resemble the wild Rock Pigeon, which they have 
displaced in all but the most remote places. Some scientists consider them to be a “superdove,” a 
bird stronger and more adaptable than even its wild ancestors. Evolution, of course, is never 
stasis. I have seen wild Rock Pigeons only on remote cliffs on the Euphrates, but “superdoves” 
thrive in environments ranging from the sweltering streets of Houston to the 30-below-zero 
squares of Ulaan Bataar, Mongolia, in winter. 

 

Three pigeon breeds from Darwin's time: the African owl, English carrier, and short-faced 
tumbler. 

But the domestic pigeon still holds a unique charm for both fanciers and naturalists. The genetics 
of its colors alone support a quarterly newsletter for scientists and enthusiasts. Some show 
people, like dog breeders fixated on Westminster, pursue ever-more-exaggerated standards. 
Others prefer less “improved” birds. I started out with modern racing homers, a breed developed 
in Belgium and England in the early 1800s, originally a carrier of messages but also a racing 
competitor. It is a stout, athletic bird. Most non-fanciers see little difference between it and a 
common pigeon, though it is larger and more muscular, and has a larger head and wattles than 
the Rock Pigeon. Such a bird can survive very well in the wild. The genes of lost racers probably 
contribute to the continuing evolution of the “superdove.” 

Over the past 20 or 30 years, naturalist and breeder friends of mine have become fascinated by 
the ancient, “unimproved” pigeon breeds of the Silk Road and the Mediterranean. Such breeds 
may have existed for thousands of years. They have enough diversity to satisfy Charles Darwin; 
in fact, many—such as the English barb—are exactly as Darwin, or Shakespeare (who wrote 
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about them), saw them. I have Catalonian tumblers—small pigeons in a dazzling variety of 
colors—that are agile enough to evade marauding Cooper’s Hawks; Syrian owls that are short-
beaked, similarly agile, and, unlike modern show owls, can feed their own young; and English 
barbs, which are virtual duplicates of the illustrations of them in Darwin’s Variation. I have 
Spanish pouters that inflate their globes just as much as do modern show pouters. But they must 
remain athletic, because they are used in the remarkable Spanish sport of “thieving” in which the 
males compete to seduce marked females to their home lofts. All of these breeds remain 
functional but retain enough diversity and beauty to satisfy the most aesthetically-minded 
fancier. And, unlike the often-inbred champions of pigeon and dog shows, they retain, as Darwin 
noted, enough genetic variation to make each new clutch a suspenseful delight. Show pigeons 
often resemble clones. 

 

Darwin was fascinated by the differences he saw in various breeds of domestic pigeons—all of 
which had the same ancestor, the Rock Pigeon. 

 

 
    

 
Passenger Pigeon Slaughter 1884 
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ANSWER KEY for Fall 2018 Pigeon Pedigree Puzzler Quiz  
                                                                                                                                             

Submitted by –GBP         
1.  True or False 
Because Ash Red is dominant to both Blue/Black and Brown, mating an Ash Red pigeon to 
either a Blue/Black or a Brown pigeon will always produce nothing but Ash Reds. 
False.  Not “always”, unless the sire is double-dose Ash Red.  If the sire is an Ash Red carrying 
Blue/Black or Brown, then non-Ash Red young could be produced.  Also, sire and dam could 
both be carrying hidden recessive factors that could combine to produce, say, yellows or 
Recessive Reds. 
 2.  True or False 
A pair of Recessive Reds will “breed true” and produce only more Recessive Reds. 
False.  Although very generally speaking this is true, strictly speaking it is false because if the 
Recessive Red sire is carrying a recessive gene on one of his two sex chromosomes, e.g., dilute, 
some daughters of that recessive phenotype could be produced.  And if both sire and dam are 
heterozygous for an autosomal recessive, e.g., recessive white, young of that phenotype that 
could appear. 
3.  True or False 
The sire determines a pigeon’s color, the dam determines its type. 
False.  Sires always donate a basic color gene, and via that gene absolutely determine the basic 
color of their daughters, but if the dam donates as well and her allele is dominant to the one the 
sire donates, she determines the color of their son.  Finally, type is a complex, multi-gene 
phenotypic effect controlled by genes inherited from both sire and dam. 
 4.  True or False 
In every nest of two youngsters, it is always the case that one is male and the other female. 
False.  It’s a 50/50 flip-of-a-coin depending on which sex chromosome the dam donates; over 
the long haul, 50% of all clutches will be a hen and a cock, 25% will be two hens, and 25% two 
cocks. 
 5.  True or False 
If a hen is herself dilute, her dam must have been carrying the dilute gene. 
False.  A dilute hen is dilute due to inheriting the dilute gene from her sire. 
6.  True or False 
If a hen is dilute herself, her sire must have been carrying the dilute gene.  
True.  Moreover, her sire may or may not be dilute himself, depending upon whether he is 
homozygous or heterozygous for the dilute gene, respectively. 
7.  True or False 
If a cock bird is dilute himself, his dam must have been carrying the dilute gene. 
True.  In fact, his dam must be a dilute, and his sire at least a carrier of dilute, if not a dilute 
himself. 
8.  True or False 
If a cock bird is dilute himself, his sire must have been carrying the dilute gene. 
True.  (See answer to #7 above.) 
 9.  True or False 
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It takes an Almond to produce another Almond. 
True.  Either sire or dam or both must be almond.  If neither is almond, then “sire” is not real 
papa. 
10.  True or False 
A pair of Blue Bars will always breed true and produce nothing but more Blue Bars. 
False.  Although very generally speaking and as a general rule this is true, strictly speaking it is 
false because of various possibilities that the parents carry hidden recessive factors, such as 
barless, dilute, or recessive red.   Thus, if the Blue Bar sire is carrying the dilute gene, some 
Silver Bar daughters could be produced.  Or, if the sire is carrying the recessive Brown gene, 
some Brown Bar daughters could be produced.  And if both sire and dam carry, say, Recessive 
Red or Barless, then some Recessive Reds or barless patterned sons and daughters may be 
produced.  

 

 
                                                       Pigeon Race France 1821 
 

 
Commercial Pigeon fanciers around the late 1800s. They were the local Romford to London 
carriers who kept their racing pigeons over the stables in Mawney Lane. You could send a 
message for about .20 cents 
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Palace coo! Queen's $52,000 luxury loft for the royal racing pigeons 

• The Queen is splashing out on a luxury new home for the royal pigeons 
• Current pigeon loft on Sandringham estate is subsiding with rotting timber 
• Top-of-the-range 76ft by 12ft new structure will cost an estimated £40,000 
• The Queen’s 200 pedigree birds are expected to move in this autumn 

By Valerie Elliot for The Mail On Sunday 

She's already pondering a possible £150 million bill for repairs to crumbling Buckingham 
Palace. 

Now the Queen has to splash out on another dilapidated home that has become entirely ill-suited 
to the residents’ Royal status. 

Her pigeon loft on the Sandringham estate is subsiding and has rotting timbers and poor flooring. 
It is to be replaced by a palatial new pigeon residence costing an estimated £40,000. 

 
The current pigeon loft on the Sandringham estate is subsiding and has rotting timbers and poor flooring 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Valerie+Elliot+For+The+Mail+On+Sunday
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The Queen is splashing out on a luxury new home for the royal pigeons - a palatial 76ft by 12ft timber-framed 

building 

Detailed plans, including a manufacturer’s photograph of the proposed new 76ft by 12ft timber-
framed building, have been approved by West Norfolk Council. The Queen’s 200 pedigree birds 
are expected to move in this autumn. 

A planning officer’s report says: ‘The new loft will provide the estate with a modern, well-
ventilated, easy-to-clean and spacious environment for both the loft manager and pigeons.’ 

Stewart Wardrop, manager of the Royal Pigeon Racing Association, of which the Queen is 
patron, said: ‘Racing pigeons are pampered pedigree birds. They love enjoying the sunshine just 
like humans and happy pigeons make good racing pigeons. 

‘A top-of-the-range loft with modern fittings would cost about £40,000. If the old one has been 
up for over 20 years, it’s time for a new one – these timber buildings don’t last for ever.’ 

The modern structure could easily be mistaken for a holiday lodge or a new-style flat-pack 
starter home. 

 
The Queen, pictured sending a homing pigeon, visits the loft when she is at Sandringham and is said to be                

extremely knowledgeable about pigeon rearing and racing. 

The building will be finished with hardwood weather boarding and the pitched roof will be fitted 
with interlocking concrete tiles. 
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Some of the roof tiles will be clear, and ceilings, doors and windows will slide open to maximize 
the sunlight for the birds. 

Inside the loft, there will be four sections to house older birds. 

These will be fitted with 48 top-of-the-range nesting boxes. The floor of each box is a plastic-
coated grill which allows birds’ droppings to fall into a tray that can be easily removed for 
cleaning. 

There will also be four other compartments for the Queen’s young birds, who are going to be 
royally spoiled with the provision of 170 deluxe ladder-shape perches to keep them active and 
encourage them to socialize. 

The Queen visits the loft when she is at Sandringham and is said to be extremely knowledgeable 
about pigeon rearing and racing. 

The old birdhouse is in the cottage garden of Royal loft manager Peter Farrow, who has held the 
post for four years. Shortly after his appointment, Mr. Farrow said: ‘When the Queen visits, she 
wants to know how they are all doing.’ 

Facing west, the present structure offers little opportunity for the pigeons to indulge in the 
sunbathing they so love. 

The windows will be adorned with pretty awnings, known as sputniks, which act as signposts for 
the pigeons when they fly home after a race. Once inside, the loft closes and the pigeon’s 
electronic ring attached to a leg is scanned and a computer calculates the bird’s racing time. 

Every time a Royal pigeon wins a race, Mr. Farrow has the pleasure of informing the Queen. 
Winnings vary from about £10 to a few hundred pounds, with a handful of £1,000 top prizes. 
The Queen has been enthusiastic about pigeon racing throughout her 63-year reign. Her birds 
have numbers not names, though each of their leg rings is specially marked with the insignia ER. 

The Royal pigeons compete regularly during the April to September racing season and the 
Queen’s birds have won national and regional competitions. In June, one of them, number 1258, 
came first in a Kings’ Lynn club race, taking five hours 55 minutes to fly 254 miles from 
Carentan, near Cherbourg, France. 

There are two million racing pigeons and 26,000 pigeon fanciers in Britain. The sport has been a 
Royal hobby since 1886, when King Leopold II of Belgium gave some racing pigeons to the 
Royal Family. 
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SOLUTION to Crossword Puzzle  
MSPA Fall 2018 

 
ACROSS 
  2  statuesque award to be displayed with pride 
  7  Saxon Fairy ________________; also, an esophageal action 
  9  to select for elimination rather than for breeding 
10  black center part of eye 
13  long-deceased wealthy benefactor of the LAPC “back in the day” 
14  extinct species of wild pigeons; also, someone along for the ride 
15  a pigeon able to find its way back a from long distance; also, Bart Simpson’s dad 
16  number of secondary flights per wing; also, base of the decimal system 
17  a color pattern in Fantails and Muffed Tumblers; also, common equine accessory 
19  Oscar ________________; also, a tricky or clever word puzzle  
 
DOWN 
  1  popular kind of pigeon perch 
  2  pigeon-loving genius inventor; also, an all-electric sports car 
  3  a cross of strains or breeds or even species 
  4  Oriental ________________ 
  5  Jeff, Adriaan, Charel, and Louis _____________________ 
  6  a pokey-outy feather mutation in pigeons; also, a large quill-coated rodent  
  8  extravagantly-feathered feet 
10  common name of Columba livia 
11  a pigeon with white markings on its head; also, a policeman’s shield 
12  fleshy outer border of eye 
16  the usual number of eggs pigeons lay per nest 
18  most well-known recessive allele of the “intense” wild-type 
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A Practical/Disposable Nest Box 
 

Submitted by Gail Peterson 
 
“Well you see, Norm, it’s like this . . . A herd of buffalo can only move as fast as the slowest 
buffalo and when the herd is hunted, it is the slowest and weakest ones at the back that are killed 
first.  This natural selection is good for the herd as a whole because the general speed and 
health of the whole group keeps improving by the regular killing of the weakest member.  In 
much the same way, the human brain can only operate as fast as the slowest brain cells.  Now, as 
we know, excessive drinking of alcohol kills brain cells.  But naturally, it attacks the slowest and 
weakest brain cells first.  In this way, regular consumption of beer eliminates the weaker brain 
cells, making the brain a faster and more efficient machine.  And that, Norm, is why you always 
feel smarter after a few beers.” 

Cliff Claven, the know-it-all mailman, on an episode of Cheers, NBC sitcom, 1982-1993. 
 
Tired and sweaty from mowing the lawn on a hot August afternoon, I was relaxing in the shade, 
enjoying a cold one.  As usual, my mind drifted to thinking about pigeons.  In particular, I found 
myself thinking about how the cardboard carton from which I had just fetched my bottle of beer 
was the perfect size for a pigeon to build a nest in.  If they can find such a place, breeding pairs 
naturally seem to prefer to build their nests in cozy little cubbyholes off the beaten path, away 
from areas of general flock activity.  This instinct no doubt serves them well by minimizing 
intrusions by other pigeons and helping to keep the home nest area quiet and peaceful throughout 
the incubation of the eggs and the rearing of the young.  Also, a partially enclosed nesting space 
helps hold in the hen’s body warmth on cold nights and keep her eggs from getting chilled.  It 
goes without saying, of course, that it behooves us pigeon fanciers to take advantage of pigeons’ 
natural behavioral proclivities whenever we can, and so, as I sat there sipping my beer, I began to 
imagine how slick it would be to use Grain Belt 12-pack cartons as pigeon nest boxes. 

I had long put small wooden nest boxes inside the much larger individual-pair breeding 
compartments of my breeding loft.  Each of these little pine boxes was 1-ft square, 7½-in high, 
closed on the sides, back, and top, with a 1x4 piece across the bottom of the open front that 
allowed access to the nest bowl inside.  I had not put floors in these boxes; I could have tacked 
plywood bottoms on them, but because they sat on the floor of the compartment anyway, I had 
decided not to do that, my thought being that the open bottoms would make for easy cleaning.  I 
put a little box like this, with a nest bowl in it, in each pair’s compartment at the outset of the 
breeding season in mid March.  Despite there being lots of open floor space remaining in the 10-
sqft compartment, the mated pairs would invariably choose to build their nests in the bowls in 
these little 1-sqft nest boxes.  I like to think this technique kept a lot of first-round eggs from 
getting chilled. 

The beer cartons were just a tad smaller than my wooden boxes, so the pulp bowls I use needed 
to be trimmed a wee bit to make them fit, but otherwise they seemed just right for the job.  In 
fact, the slightly smaller size made the cartons ideal for placement on top of my wooden boxes.  
And so, during the following summer’s breeding season, when the birds were ready to prepare a 
nest for their second round, I put Grain Belt Beer cartons with nest bowls in them atop the 
wooden boxes the birds had used for the first round.   
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The pigeons were happy to build their nests in these little cartons, and the lightweight 
cardboard walls were just fine in the warmer weather.  I also discovered that these cardboard 
boxes were a whole lot lighter and easier for me to lift in and out of the compartment than 
my heavy old pine boxes were, which was nice when I wanted to check eggs or babies or tidy 
up the nest bowl.   And the fact that the cartons had bottoms made a difference, too; I could 
take the whole unit out of the compartment without disturbing the nest bowl, something I 
could not do with the bottomless wooden boxes.  I cannot overstate how important the 
difference in weight between cardboard boxes and pine boxes is when you need to work with 
the nests frequently.  My old pine boxes were quite heavy and somewhat hard to lift whereas 
these beer cartons were light as a feather, even with youngsters in the bowl.  Furthermore, if 
the nest area got excessively fouled up and messy, the whole works, carton and nest bowl, 
could be crushed flat and thrown away and replaced with a fresh set, which was another 
advantage over the old wooden boxes.  But perhaps best of all, my wife and I found that 
collecting beer cartons over the course of a summer for the next year’s use was an enjoyable 
and relaxing pastime for us to share.  In fact, we would get extremely joyful and relaxed most 
weekends after adopting that new summer pastime.  On a hot and lazy summer Sunday 
afternoon, we found that we could easily put away one or even two nice empty cartons for 
the next year’s breeding season.  

 

 
Beer carton nest box with paper pulp nest bowl trimmed to fit. 

 

I’m just kidding about my wife and me getting looped on beer every weekend; truth be told, both 
of us are near teetotalers.  I’m not kidding, though, about how much easier cardboard nest boxes 
are to work with than wooden ones. But there were a couple problems with the beer cartons.  For 
one thing, they were just a little bit too flimsy to hold up well for more than one or two breeding 
seasons, which meant that sometimes I had to prevail on friends and relatives to save their empty 
beer cartons for me, which could be awkward and inconvenient.  Also, keeping a lot of empty 
beer cartons on hand takes a fair amount of storage space.  And then there was that bit about 
making the nest bowls fit, a problem that was exacerbated when the old style pulp nest bowls 
became hard to find and the new pulp substitutes were coarser and shallower and not quite as 
versatile or functional.  But I sure did like that lightweight, unitary maneuverability feature that 
cardboard boxes offer.  Could I find a replacement for the beer cartons that was lightweight, 
worked with different kinds of nest bowls, held up well, and took up minimal storage space? 
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Yes, I could. In fact, I found an amazing range of different corrugated cardboard boxes available 
online.  And they’re fairly inexpensive, too; I got a bundle of 25 boxes for about a dollar apiece. 
The picture below shows the box I order and how I use it with a nest bowl inside.  

 
This sturdy but lightweight 12”x8”x12” cardboard box makes a great nest box for pigeons.  It can be collapsed 

and flattened for convenient, space-saving storage. 
 
All I do is close the bottom, fold the top flaps to the inside and, voila!, I have a nice lightweight 
little nest box.  I fold one of the long edge flaps over on itself so that it makes a low hurdle 
across the front to hold the nest bowl, bedding, and babies inside.  This flap can be unfolded to 
scrape out the inside of the box if need be.  The picture also shows how these boxes can be 
collapsed flat when not in use.  A good number of them can be flattened like this and stacked on 
one another for off-season storage and hardly take up any space at all.  I’ve thrown away all the 
heavy old wooden boxes.  These corrugated cardboard boxes are great – lightweight, easy to use, 
inexpensive and practical. 

“And that, Norm, is why you always feel smarter after a few beers.”  

 

 
Paste up Billboard for a Pigeon and Poultry Show c.1851 
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Minnesota State Pigeon Association 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

 
Date: ____/_____/______          New (   )     Renewal (  ) 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
  
Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip Code: _______________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: (____) _____-_________ Cell Number: (____) _____-_________ 
 
E-mail Address: ____________________________________ 
 
Bulletin Option:  (   ) Read on MSPA web site,  (   ) E-mail,  (   ) Postal Delivery 
  
Membership Options and Dues:   
 
Individual (  ) $10.00  
 
Family       (  ) $15.00 
 
Junior       (  )   $5.00 
 
Please note: The membership year is January 1st to December 31st. Any new memberships received after 
November 1st will be applied to the following year unless specific instructions are provided to apply  
the dues to the current year. 

                                               Mail to: 
                                                      Patti Dietzel 
                                                      MSPA Treasurer 
                                                      12355 134th Street 
                                                      Cologne, MN 
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